
Autumn Term 2 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 9 – November 2021

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Cityscapes

During this module students will experiment with a wide variety of media and processes to give them
an insight into the Art and Design GCSE. Students will look at the work of other artists as inspiration.

Business
Studies

Looking at the product life cycle:
How do products run out of product life and what can be done to extend the life of a product.
Students will also look at how branding impacts on sales.

Computing Data Science:
In this unit, learners will be introduced to data science, and by the end of the unit they will be
empowered by knowing how to use data to investigate problems and make changes to the world
around them. Learners will be exposed to both global and local data sets and gain an understanding of
how visualising data can help with the process of identifying patterns and trends.

Drama The Story of Anna Brooks. Students explore characters and circumstances based on a real life story.
This unit of work uses the Drama medium to develop students' understanding of characters and
themes. Students also build on their performance skills.

DT Rotation Food - Students will complete an 8-hour course in food practicals skills.
They will make bread, lattice fruit pie, Cornish pasties, Swiss roll and complete an investigation in cake
making. This is a skills based module to prepare them for GCSE food.
Students will also be taught the theory and science behind the ingredients they use.
Technology - Students will be learning about batch production and patterns in manufacturing. They
will learn about wood joints and apply this knowledge to make an item.
Electronics - Students will be learning about LED lighting circuits and manufacturing a LDR triggered
light for a household / garden application.
Construction - Students will be introduced to the basics of carpentry and will be working from
technical construction drawing to manufacture a door lining / frame and finish with appropriate
painting and decorating techniques.
Child Development / Health and Social care -Students will be introduced to the Child Development
and Health and Social Care courses and their style of learning. An insight into careers in the Health
sector. Emergency Procedures and basic first aid in an emergency.

English Morality Plays Through Time
The unit will begin with an introduction to morality plays and consider how authors have conveyed
social messages to their audiences throughout the ages. Students will then read 'An Inspector Calls'.
They will explore Priestley's use of characterisation, themes and social message. Language choices will
be analysed at word level. Structural choices will be explored with a focus on genre and dramatic
structure (e.g. morality plays, dramatic irony, 3 act structure). Students will gain an understanding of
the play's social and historical context, and make links to characters and themes.

French Free time and Food: This term students will be using a wider range of language and various tenses to
talk about sports and hobbies.  Later in the term they will explore food vocabulary, shopping and
meals out.  They will build confidence through phonics and sentence building.  They will practise their
reading, listening, speaking and writing skills.



Geography Glaciation and Climate Changes: Students will learn about the formation of mountains within the Uk
via the power of ice on the land. This links to rivers taught in yr7 and coasts taught at the start of year
9. They will learn about the different features of a glacial landscape using images from the Lake
District and Scotland. They will then learn about the natural and human causes of climate change and
the impacts it is having locally and globally. They will then evaluate the adaptation and management
strategies that can be used to reduce the causes and impacts of climate change.

German Freetime Activities: Students will learn the topic of food and drink, revise and recap the use of the
present tense and also look at the topic of sport. They will practise these topics using a variety of
skills; reading, listening,speaking and writing.

Graphics In the context of this particular year 9, the students will be informed of the particular content and
structure of the Graphics GCSE enabling them to make an informed choice in their options. To do this
they will study a particular Graphic Designer, using a range of media, in particular ‘workshop’ sessions
with Adobe Photoshop/Illustrator.

History Modern World History: Students will study the changing nature of warfare post 1945 and the long
road to equality, tolerance and acceptance for key groups in society.  In their historical enquiries, they
will examine how current issues of division have roots in 20th century history and that the struggle for
equality still continues as we move further into the 21st  century.  They will look at examples of
campaigns, factors & trends in the struggle for equality  for varying groups in society and a case study
of Bristol.

Mathematics Algebraic manipulation, solving equations and inequalities
We continue this longer unit, started last half term, developing algebraic fluency and students’ ability
to solve problems more efficiently using algebra. Key skills include collecting like terms, expanding and
factorising brackets and finding unknown missing numbers in calculations leading into solving
algebraic equations. Most sets will look at solving equations involving brackets, fractions and with
unknowns on both sides as well as creating and using worded equations, working with inequalities on
a number line and solving inequalities algebraically. Higher sets will extend to expanding, factorising
and solving quadratics (double brackets), expanding triple brackets, solving simultaneous equations
algebraically and solving complex problems by forming equations to do so efficiently using algebra.

Fractions
We build on students’ prior understanding to develop their fluency in working with fractions and
equivalent decimals (with most sets also working interchangeably with percentages as well). Basic
skills build from equivalent fractions, simplifying fractions, ordering fractions, changing between
improper (top-heavy) fractions and mixed numbers and finding fractions of quantities through to
non-calculator fraction arithmetic with all four operations, skills worth regular revision until secure.
Higher sets look at conversions between recurring decimals and fractions, solving more complex and
worded problems involving a mix of fractions, mixed numbers, decimals and percentages and the
highest may extend into algebraic fractions and proving recurring decimal equivalence algebraically.

Media
Studies

Students will learn about camera angles and positions and the effect they have on audience
interpretation. They will begin to look at methods of film promotion starting with the Bond films from
the 1970’s. During this half term, students will begin to learn and use Media theory to support their
answers as well as investigating  character representations and the context of the society they existed
in

Music Popular Music
This term, students will consolidate musicianship skills and proficiency in singing, keyboard skills,
theory, and note-reading. We will focus on aspects of popular music from the 21st century; such as
ensemble work, chord progressions, and the influences culture and historical events had on these



genres (such as rap music and EDM).  We will also begin working on the ABRSM Grade 3 Theory
syllabus.

PSHE Form
time.

Emotional Wellbeing, Mental Health Workshop, Interpersonal skills, Careers Step Forward -
considering career paths and aiding the preparation for the options process.

Personal
Development
& Citizenship

Students will study a varied programme of Citizenship and PSHE alternately throughout the 6 half
terms of this school year. They will be introduced to Human Rights and the current human rights
issues facing the UK today during the first half term. We will look at issues such as ‘belonging’ to a
community , county lines and extremism. In the second half term The PSHE programme will explore
Health and Well being.  There is an emphasis throughout these lessons of participation, advocacy and
respect.

Physical
Education
(PE)

Over the first term students will continue to develop their skill base of a variety of sports. Students
will look to develop their understanding and implementation of the tactics aspects within each activity
covered. The activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. They will use their knowledge and
understanding of the sports to be able to outwit opponents within a competitive environment.
Students will cover a variety of sports over the term including Rugby, Basketball, fitness and football
for the boys and Netball, trampolining, fitness and dance for the girls
Once a fortnight students will have a class based lesson looking at the theoretical aspects of the
principles of training and components of fitness. This will give students an understanding of the
requirements of Exam PE. This will be assessed through a google forms quiz at the end of the term.

Religious
Education
(RE)

What is philosophy? What is truth?  Does God exist? What is atheism? What is secularisation?  What
is the problem of evil? Are we immortal?  Are people more important that animals?  What is
revelation?

Science We will be developing practical skills for the KS4 course and alongside incorporating new content to
keep up with the rigours of the GCSE.
Skill areas include: using microscopes, investigating the role of light in photosynthesis, variation in
seedlings, neutralisation, reactivity series, gas testing, rates of reaction, making salts, comparing
conductors and insulators, investigating resistance and calculating density.

Spanish Having learnt how to talk about themselves and their family, the students will learn to talk about
School and Studies (with a focus on adjectival agreement) and Free Time Activities (likes and dislikes,
with a focus on regular present tense verbs and expressions of frequency).  They will practise their
skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  They will develop their phonics and spelling
throughout.


