
Spring Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 8 – January 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art This term year 8 will be working on the ‘Fish’ project. The final piece for this project will be a clay fish.

-Students will complete the following work…
-research a theme by creating a 'Moodboard' of tropical fish (found images) for a homework task.
- Develop their skills in colour pencil - how to optically mix colour pencil to show a range of tone and
detail.
- Continue to develop their analysis skills and look at different artists that link to the theme. Students
will create an Artist mood board for homework.
-Create a design idea - this will be rendered with watercolour.

Citizenship This term students will be studying ‘Government and parliament in the UK’. Students will explore the
mechanisms of the UK political system e.g how we chose who will lead the country and the basic
ideas behind Democracy. We will explore the voting system via creation of their own political party
and the role of MP’s and the Prime Minister. Current issues will be referred to throughout the topic.
Students will be encouraged to develop their own views and to be able to express these with reasons
to support.

Computing Mobile App Development: In a world where there’s an app for every possible need, this unit aims to
take the learners from designer to project manager to developer in order to create their own mobile
app. Using App Lab from code.org, learners will familiarise themselves with the coding environment
and have an opportunity to build on the programming concepts they used in previous units before
undertaking their project. Learners will work in pairs to consider the needs of the user; decompose
the project into smaller, more manageable parts; use the pair programming approach to develop their
app together; and finish off by evaluating the success of the project against the needs of the user.

Drama Expressionism. This module introduces students to the expressionism genre of theatre. Students are
introduced to the ideas of the British theatre practitioner Stephen Berkoff. The focus is on creating
work that looks at moments of real life from the perspective of a character's mind. This involves a
detailed rehearsal process with a focus on timing and precision.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation.
Food and nutrition. We will concentrate on introducing some of the GCSE knowledge and skills, we
revisit knife safety and look at provenance of ingredients, costing and adapting recipes and carry out
food investigations to help understand the science behind the food. Students will make meat ragu,
pizza, pasta and cheese sauce and a quiche or apple tarts.
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will build on their knowledge of wood joints, health and
safety in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their designing
skills to create a pull along toy.
Systems and Control.  Students will learn about the four types of motion, linkages, gear trains and
cams. They will apply their knowledge to understand how mechanical advantage is created. Students
will produce a prototype model of an automata.
Electronics. During this topic, students will be introduced to Programmable Micro Controller (PIC) and
they will control these using flow charts to detect changes in digital and analogue sensors. They will
activate output devices for a security design situation.
Graphics: Students explore the necessary criteria for effective branding. With a focus on sports
manufacturers, they study their design rationale as they look to create an effective brand of their
own.



English Students will be introduced to Gothic literature this term. As well as looking at the conventions of
Gothic literature, there will be creative writing opportunities for the students to create their own
Gothic creatures and heroes and Gothic settings.

French Personal identity: After completing the unit on Paris, students will go on to talk about their identity,
describing their personal qualities and those of their friends; They will talk about their friendships and
their tastes in music.  They will put into practice what they have been learning about past and future
time frames.

Geography Globalisation and Japan: Students will study a mini topic on globalisation to understand the ways the
world is interconnected, as well as the impacts this has on places especially Low Income Countries.
They will then move on to our High Income Country case study Japan - looking at their population
structure and economic development as well as the causes and effects of natural hazards
(earthquakes, volcanoes and typhoons)

History Revolution and Reform: Students will investigate the living conditions of the various groups in society
during the industrial period.  They will develop their understanding of key developments of the period
and how industrialisation impacted the lives of the people of Britain.  Students will study the
campaigners who fought for political change such as the fight for the right to vote, and how the penal
system functioned.  A case study of the suffrage movement will be undertaken through a source
investigation using both contemporary sources and modern scholarship.

Mathematics Angles and properties of shapes
Students will develop and extend their understanding of angles (measures of turning), applying basic
angle facts (sum of angles at a point, on a straight line, in a triangle and in a quadrilateral, and that
vertically opposite angles are equal) and the properties of special triangles and quadrilaterals to solve
missing angle problems. Most sets will begin to explore rules for angles in parallel lines, interior and
exterior angles of polygons, and the application of angles to bearings for navigation. The highest sets
may begin to explore Pythagoras’ theorem for calculating missing lengths in right-angled triangles as
well as solving more complex and algebraic angles problems.

Ratio and proportion
Students will study ratios, simplifying and dividing into ratios and understanding links to fractions and
scaling objects or mixtures in proportion. They will study proportional scaling, including in the context
of recipes, best buys (best value), unit pricing and working with speed, distance and time problems.
The highest sets may begin to explore direct and inverse proportion more algebraically and on graphs.

Music Students are exploring Electronic Dance Music (EDM) and will create their own pieces using a Digital
Audio Workstation (DAW). We will develop aspects of musicianship, such as composing skills,
appraising and performing.

Physical
Education
(PE)

Students will continue to develop their fundamental skills in a variety of sports including - Tag Rugby,
Netball, Football, Basketball, Trampolining and fitness. The activities will be carried out in 4 week
blocks. They will explore how to apply these within more competitive situations. Students will look to
use their skills within competitive situations and become an effective member of a team. They will
learn about teamwork and sportsmanship within different sports.
Students will also learn about the principles of training and how to apply them to a fitness
programme which will be assessed using an online google multiple choice quiz each half term.



Registration/
PSHE

Careers, employment, enterprise.
VOTES 4 Schools - Resolutions, Bereavement, Voting, LGBGTQ History, Mental Health.

Religious
Education
(RE)

Students will be learning about the religion of Sikhi, beliefs about God, the lives and teachings of the
Gurus.  The outward signs of beliefs including the Khalsa and the 5 Ks. Sikh acts of SEWA and how this
impacts communities.  Sikh places of worship and holy texts.

In the second half term students will learn about the religion of Islam, beliefs and teachings of God
and the life of Muhammad (pbuh).  The outwards signs of faith including the  pillars (prayer, fasting,
charity and pilgrimage) and places of worship

Science In Science students will be learning the following;
Genetics and Variation;
Genetic and Environmental variation, chromosomes. genes and DNA, adaptation of
organisms, natural selection, evolution, extinction and selective breeding
Materials from Carbon;
Formation of crude oil, fractional distillation, hydrocarbon families, cracking, evaluation of
fuels, plastics, environmental issues and the carbon cycle.
Waves;
Wave behaviour, reflection, refraction, lenses and their uses, dispersion, filters, colour
combinations, sound waves, ultrasound


