
Autumn Term 2 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 8 – November 2021

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Animals (Andy warhol Project)

In this project students develop their drawing skills by completing a biro and tonal pencil drawings.
Students will continue to develop their analysis skills by looking at the artwork of Andy Warhol. They
will look back at colour theory to create an Andy warhol Inspired repeat artwork of an animal using
paint to render.

Citizenship Young people and the Law: We explore the legal rights and responsibilities that young people gain at
certain ages in England and Wales and consider the theory behind certain ages. Students will learn
about  why young people may commit crime and what methods the legal system in the UK has to deal
with current issues. We particularly focus on anti-social behaviour and the attitude of our justice
system to young people who break the law through the appeal court system. We consider the
purpose of punishment for young people today.

Computing Computational thinking and logic:
This unit introduces students to the world of computational thinking and logic. Students get to
understand the power of problem solving and the different methods that Computer Scientists use to
tackle problems. This unit includes many novel activities to introduce key topics. For example, logical
deductions and logical puzzles are used to show logical thinking, water pipes are used to introduce
logic gates, network topology is used to show how mazes can be solved and phone messaging is used
to demonstrate decomposition.

Drama DNA. Students will gain experience of working with scripts. This will include work on interpreting and
understanding the key themes and characters, rehearsing with script, acting and characterisation, and
developing ideas and skills for performance.
Utopia Island. This unit uses Drama as a medium for exploration of creative ideas. In addition
students sharpen their ability to issues using the Drama medium in an audience centered way.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation.
Food and nutrition. We will concentrate on introducing some of the GCSE knowledge and skills, we
revisit knife safety and look at provenance of ingredients, costing and adapting recipes and carry out
food investigations to help understand the science behind the food. Students will make meat ragu,
pizza, pasta and cheese sauce and a quiche or apple tarts.
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will build on their knowledge of wood joints, health and
safety in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their designing
skills to create a pull along toy.
Systems and Control.  Students will learn about the four types of motion, linkages, gear trains and
cams. They will apply their knowledge to understand how mechanical advantage is created. Students
will produce a prototype model of an automata.
Electronics. During this topic, students will be introduced to Programmable Micro Controller (PIC) and
they will control these using flow charts to detect changes in digital and analogue sensors. They will
activate output devices for a security design situation.
Graphics: Students explore the necessary criteria for effective branding. With a focus on sports
manufacturers, they study their design rationale as they look to create an effective brand of their
own.



English Journey's End: students will read and study the play 'Journey' s End' by R. C. Sheriff. Students will
study the context of WW1 and consider how Sheriff represents this in his work. Students will apply
close reading skills to the text and there will also be opportunities for creative writing. Students will
have a lesson dedicated to Armistice Day in November.

French My favourite activities: Students will learn to talk about TV, film, cinema, reading and computing
activities in French.  They will begin to use the Perfect Tense to talk about what they have done in the
recent past.

Geography Uneven Development: Students will explore the natural and human reasons behind why some
countries have well developed economies (HiCs like the UK, France and USA) and why others do not
(LiCs like Haiti and NEEs like Brazil and India). They will then evaluate the methods that can be used to
help economies grow.

History The impact of the British Empire: Students will study the expansion of the British Empire, its
influence upon indigenous civilisations and their respective influences on British culture.
Students will appreciate and critically evaluate the differing interpretations of the British Empire at
the time and compared to modern interpretations of the same.  Our case study for this half term will
be Australia and Captain Cook, and how the establishment of the colony there had a great impact on
the Aboriginal people.

Mathematics Algebraic manipulation, solving equations and inequalities
Those who have two teachers (one with 4 lessons a fortnight and one with 3) will begin this unit
developing fluency in the use of algebra: collecting like terms, expanding and factorising brackets,
finding unknown missing numbers in calculations leading into solving algebraic equations with letters,
creating/using worded equations, working with inequalities on a number line and solving inequalities.
Higher sets will extend to expanding, factorising and solving quadratics (double brackets) and solving
more complex applied problems by forming equations to help do so efficiently using algebra.

Shared classes only: Indices (powers) and roots
Those who have two teachers (one with 4 lessons a fortnight and one with 3) will complete this unit
with one teacher while the other continues the algebra unit above, which they started last half term.
We will explore square numbers, cube numbers, triangle numbers and the powers of 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10,
square roots and cube roots, including estimating these without a calculator, and using a calculator to
find powers and roots. Higher sets will begin to explore rules of indices (powers), using these to
simplify calculations or expressions, and also the meaning of negative and simple fractional powers.

Music West Side Story
This term, students will be developing musicianship skills and proficiency in singing, keyboard skills,
theory, and note-reading. We will focus on ‘West Side Story’ as our set work, in which pupils will learn
about ensemble performance, rhythmic devices, and grade 2 music theory. Students will also learn
about the cultural element of the piece and how racial tension drives the plot.



Physical
Education
(PE)

Students will be in mixed gender groups that are streamed. Over the first term students will continue
to develop their fundamental skills in a variety of sports including - Tag Rugby, Netball, Football,
Basketball, Trampolining and fitness. The activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. They will
explore how to apply these within more competitive situations. Students will look to use their skills
within competitive situations and become an effective member of a team. They will learn about
teamwork and sportsmanship within different sports.
Students will also learn about the use of warm ups and cool downs and muscles of the body which
will be assessed using an online google multiple choice quiz each half term.

Registration/
PSHE

In PSHE the students will be Target setting, looking at Self Confidence & Goals, Managing behaviour to
achieve, Mindfulness and also Body Image. Mental HEalth Workshop.

Religious
Education
(RE)

Sikhi: What do Sikhs believe about God? Who were the Gurus?  How do Sikhs know they belong?
What happens in the Gurdwara?  How do Sikhs serve their community?

Science Energy: We will be completing our learning about energy types and transfers, thermal energy
transfers, insulation, work done, power, elastic energy, chemical energy, gravitational energy, energy
resources.
Bioenergetics: We will be learning about photosynthesis within plants, leaf structure, the respiratory
system, respiration, the circulatory system and the effects of exercise.
Genetics and Variation;
In this topic we will be looking at genetic and environmental variation, chromosomes, genes and DNA,
adaptation of organisms, natural selection, evolution, extinction and selective breeding


