
Spring Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 7 – January 2022

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Students are working on the ‘Beetle-Bug’ project. For this project students create artwork in the

style of the following Artists; Natalie McIntyre, Rosalind Monks and Lucy Armold.
- Zentangle - work in the style of Roslind Monks
- Students develop their skills in colour pencil - how to optically mix colour pencil to show a range
of tone and detail - In the style of Natalie McIntyre & Lucy Arnold
- Students develop their analysis skills and complete a critical study report on one of the artists.
- Create a repeat pattern of an insect (poly-print) - In the style of Lucy Arnold.

Citizenship Students are studying ‘ Community and Identity’ a topic that focuses on their own identity, different
identities in their community and the wider world and what this means for their experiences within
the communities they are a part of. We look at the issues that can arise from people having different
identities in the same community and the ways that we as citizens can deal with these issues.

Computing Human Computer Interaction
HCI (human-computer interaction) is the study of how people interact with computers. Lots of
different professional people study this area including computer scientists, engineers, psychologists
and graphics designers. In this unit students will study how information is presented to audiences,
through colour and layout of control objects as well as content layout.  SOme lessons will also focus
on applying this knowledge to creating a prototype

Drama 'Darkwood Manor. This module is primarily focused on using the 'Drama Basics' skills within a
narrative context. Students will produce some more sophisticated performance work by layering
new skills onto the basics.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will focus on some basic wood joints, health and safety
in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their skills to create
a wooden money box using half lap joints.
Iterative Design.  Students will learn about this design style and then create a design to solve a real
life problem. Students will develop their sketching and problem-solving skills to ensure their final
design is suitable for their intended user.
Food and Nutrition and learn about hygiene and safety, knife skills, healthy eating, the safe use of
equipment and will complete 5 practical tasks and a science investigation. Students will plan,
prepare and cook pizza toast, an eat-well salad, kebabs, focaccia and scones.
Electronics. During this topic, students will learn about a basic lighting based product. They will be
introduced to simple electronic components, series and parallel circuits, which they will use to
calculate electrical quantities. Students will construct an LED lighting circuit on a PCB using soft
soldering techniques.
Graphics: the students are introduced to the specialism, they consider what the term ‘Graphic
Design’ means and through an investigation of different drawing techniques they consider the
advantages and disadvantages of Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. The work carries a
Street Art theme.

English This term will be split into two units. In the first unit, students will be introduced to poetry through
an anthology of 9 poems. The anthology is titled “Chaos and Conflict” and the poems within it
represent these themes. Students will learn how to annotate and analyse the poems and consider
the context in which they were written. The poems span from Shakespearean sonnets through to a
modern parody by Benjamin Zephaniah. In the second unit, students will be introduced to the
conventions of non-fiction writing. They will read and analyse examples of non fiction writing and
there will be opportunities for the students to create their own non fiction writing.



French Hobbies: Students will learn to talk about hobbies they like and dislike, to describe how they use
computers and other devices, talk about what sports they play and how often and to use ER verbs
to talk about what other people like and do.

Geography Weather and Climate: Students will study the difference between weather and climate. They will
learn the reasons why we find certain climates in the places we do around the world, and why the
UK has the climate it does. We will then focus on hot and cold climates, looking at where we find
them as well as how plants, animals and humans have adapted to live in these environments. We
will then look at how the weather is forecast and where a suitable location would be for a weather
station.

German Family and pets: Students will learn how to describe their family in German, looking at the
vocabulary for family members, numbers up to 100, dates and birthdays. Students will also be able
to talk about their pets, learning singular and plural nouns, modal verbs and opinions. The students
will practice all four skills; writing, reading, speaking and listening.

History The Medieval World: Students learn how life in England changed for all inhabitants despite rank
but that there was sometimes a power struggle between monarch and people or monarch and the
Church.  As we introduce the skill of consequence, we can see how power and protest involved
people in a political struggle for control:  the king for his country, and the people for their own
rights.  We will focus on medieval Britain but we will also examine the causes and consequences of
the Crusades in this period.

Mathematics Algebra I (algebraic manipulation) including negative numbers and BIDMAS
Those who have two teachers (one with 4 lessons a fortnight and one with 3) will begin this unit
developing the foundations of working with algebra. We begin by developing understanding of the
order of operations (‘BIDMAS’) and fluency in calculating with positive and negative numbers, since
algebra generalises number work and both these skills are crucial prerequisites. We then move into
using letters to represent numbers and create algebraic expressions from worded descriptions or
familiar contexts, simplifying expressions by collecting like terms and expanding single brackets
(multiplying terms in a bracket by a single term in front of it) and factorising (the opposite process).

Shared classes only: Area and perimeter
Those who have two teachers (one with 4 lessons a fortnight and one with 3) will complete this unit,
started with one teacher last half term, while embarking on the new unit above with the other.

Music Composition - This term, Year 7 will explore composition for film. Students will develop their
musical knowledge and composing skills by creating musical themes for animated characters.
Students will use both traditional, handwriting methods of composition, and contemporary Digital
Audio Workstation based methods of composition. The skills developed in this unit will create a
foundation for the end of year project, in which students will be assessed to an ABRSM grade 1
standard.

Physical Education
(PE)

Over this term students will be introduced to or develop their fundamental skills in a variety of

sports including - Tag Rugby, Netball, Football, Basketball, Handball, Dance and fitness.

These skills will be developed in isolation and pressured situations over the unit's completion. The

activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. The students will also learn about the rules and

regulations required to be able to play the sports in basic competitive situations.

Students will also learn about what are the principles of training used in fitness, which will be

assessed using an online google multiple choice quiz each half term.

Registration/PSHE Healthy Lifestyles: BAlanced Diet, Nutrition, HEalthy Living, Consequences of not eating healthy
VOTES 4 Schools - Resolutions, Bereavement, Voting, LGBGTQ History, Mental Health.



Religious
Education (RE)

Over this term students will be looking at the religion of Christianity.  They will be looking at beliefs
about God including the Trinity, the life and teachings of Jesus and how these are reflected in the
modern world.

Science In Science students will be learning the following;
Space;
The Sun, main features of the Solar System, day and night, seasons, phases of the moon,
eclipses and galaxies
Diet and Health;
Food groups coupled with balanced diet, qualitative food testing, the digestive system,
enzymes, drugs and their effects with a focus on smoking and alcohol. How the body deals
with communicable disease is also covered.
Atoms elements and compounds;
Structure of the atom, elements, compounds and molecules, the modern day Periodic
Table, history of The Periodic Table, physical and chemical properties of metals and
non-metals, conservation of mass.


