
Autumn Term 1 Curriculum Bulletin for Year 7 – September 2021

Subject What are we learning this half term?
Art Still Life and Cubism: For this project students learn basic art skills (viewpoints, proportion, tone,

observational drawing). They are also introduced to the term 'Art movement' and learn about
Cubist artists and how to create a critical study report and personal response on a cubist artist. They
will create a mixed media final piece.

Citizenship Rules and Fairness: We explore the principle of why we have rules at home, in school and the wider
community. The criteria for what is considered ‘fair’ . Rights and Responsibilities: The rights that
Children should have and the responsibilities that corresponds with these rights. How to practically
apply rights for all in society e.g school places, the environment

Computing Collaborating Online Respectfully: Students will learn how to use school equipment safely and
effectively.  Students will gain skills in the use of both cloud based and desktop based software for
wordprocessing, presentation and the safe use of e-mail. Knowledge content will include online
relationships, online bullying and privacy and security.

Drama Drama Foundations: In this module students learn the key knowledge and skills which act as a
foundation for all devised and  performance work at Stanway. These are termed the ‘Drama Basics’.

DT Rotation Students will complete an 11-hour course in each rotation
Resistant Materials. During this topic, they will focus on some basic wood joints, health and safety
in a workshop and the correct safe use of woodworking tools. They will develop their skills to create
a wooden money box using half lap joints.
Iterative Design.  Students will learn about this design style and then create a design to solve a real
life problem. Students will develop their sketching and problem-solving skills to ensure their final
design is suitable for their intended user.
Food and Nutrition and learn about hygiene and safety, knife skills, healthy eating, the safe use of
equipment and will complete 5 practical tasks and a science investigation. Students will plan,
prepare and cook pizza toast, an eat-well salad, kebabs, focaccia and scones.
Electronics. During this topic, students will learn about a basic lighting based product. They will be
introduced to simple electronic components, series and parallel circuits, which they will use to
calculate electrical quantities. Students will construct an LED lighting circuit on a PCB using soft
soldering techniques.
Graphics: the students are introduced to the specialism, they consider what the term ‘Graphic
Design’ means and through an investigation of different drawing techniques they consider the
advantages and disadvantages of Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. The work carries a
Street Art theme.

English Greek Myths: Students will be introduced to reading and writing skills through the topic of Greek
Myths. There will be opportunities for creative writing in addition to learning how to close read and
analyse texts.

French Personal Information: Students will be learning about the Geography and culture of the main
French speaking countries.  They will be able to recognise common French brands and everyday
words we use in English that are derived or borrowed from French. They will practise giving their
name and age confidently, practise numbers and learn to talk about others.  Later in the term
students will learn how to talk about their school subjects and express their feelings and opinions.
There will be a focus on key phonic sounds, vocabulary and spelling.



Geography Our Place: Students will use maps, atlases and photographs to learn more about the UK and
Colchester whilst learning key geographic skills like grid references, longitude and latitude, scale and
direction. Students will look at how urban areas have changed over time, using examples within
Colchester to support understanding and explaining the impacts of this growth.

German Personal Information: Students will be learning about the Geography and culture of the main
German speaking countries.They will be able to greet each other in German and say how they are.
They will also learn how to give their name and age, learn numbers up to 21 and be able to talk
about others. There will be a focus on the ei and ie sounds in phonics

History Introduction to History and the Ancient World: Students will practise the skills they need to be
effective historians through an investigation of the Tollund Man and how he died.  They will examine
evidence and draw conclusions.  They will then study Britain’s prehistoric past and the Roman
invasion of Britain.  We will focus on the evidence we can still see today that shows us the legacy of
the Romans in Colchester.  We then turn our attention to the groups who migrated to Britain prior
to the invasion by the Normans in 1066.  Here we will investigate Anglo-Saxon Britain and the Viking
invasions.

Mathematics Ratio and proportion (including Bar Modelling)
This term, students will be developing their understanding and skills with the concepts or ratio and
proportional thinking, a crucial and very useful aspect of mathematical proficiency. They will begin
with a block of lessons on time, switching between analogue, 12 and 24 hour time and linking this
to proportions of hours and converting between hours and minutes, including interpreting decimal
numbers of hours correctly and applying these skills to solve problems involving time. They will go
on to extend their knowledge and fluency with fractions, converting between fractions, decimals
and percentages, manipulating fractions and carrying out non-calculator arithmetic with them, and
working with fractions of larger amounts. The third block of lessons explores ratio and proportion
specifically, revisiting and extending their skills in manipulating ratios, dividing into a given ratio,
working with direct proportion in real life contexts such as scaling and ‘best buy’ comparisons. The
final block builds on their prior knowledge of percentages, including calculating, increasing and
decreasing by percentages without a calculator, finding one quantity as a percentage of another,
and again solving problems involving percentages. All four blocks within the half term’s broad theme
are heavily interlinked and those links will be explored and developed throughout seven weeks, and
the visual approach of bar modelling (likely used at primary school already) will be used where
appropriate to support students in their learning and help develop their problem solving skills.

Music Musicianship
This term, students will be developing musicianship skills and proficiency in singing, keyboard skills,
theory, and note-reading. We will also have a look at the violin in class and begin working on the
ABRSM Grade 1 Theory syllabus.

Physical Education
(PE)

Over this term students will be introduced to or develop their fundamental skills in a variety of

sports including - Tag Rugby, Netball, Football, Basketball, Dance and fitness.

These skills will be developed in isolation and pressured situations over the unit's completion. The

activities will be carried out in 4 week blocks. The students will also learn about the rules and

regulations required to be able to play the sports in basic competitive situations.

Students will also learn about the use of warm ups and cool downs and muscles of the body which

will be assessed using an online google multiple choice quiz each half term.



Registration/PSHE PSHE will look at Settling in to Stanway, Study skills, Mental Health Workshop, Bullying or Banta,
Safe and Social Media, Cyberbullying.

Religious
Education (RE)

Introduction to RE: What is a religion?  How does religion develop?  What are the Big 6?  What is
the religious make-up of the UK?  What is the religious makeup of the world?  What is the difference
between facts and opinions and what is faith?

Science Introduction to Science: We will be learning about Science capital, developing our scientific literacy
skills, numeracy skills and laboratory skills.
Our topics will then be about;
Living Systems: We will be learning about cell structure and organisation, organisms, classification,
cellular transport & processes and stem cells.
Forces and Motion: We will be learning about calculating speed, distance-time graphs, what forces
are and their effects, density, balanced and unbalanced forces.


