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Farewell To Our Year 11 Students 
When we took over as a year team we hoped to
create a team that would overcome some COVID
challenges.  For us, it is with immense pride that
we have had the privilege of working closely with
you over the last two years.  There have been a
number of challenges and obstacles to overcome.  
Changes to exams, lockdowns, bubbles trapped
on B1!. But we have made it.  We made it to the
end!  It has been wonderful working with you and
it will be strange to come into school and not have
your faces, smiles and laughter to fill the
corridors!

Watching you all going into the exam hall after the hard work that you have
done, we feel a sense of pride and fear.  Fear because our journey is ending
and that it is now down to you to take on the final challenge of exams before
your next steps on what we hope will be a wonderful life.  We are proud of how
far you have come, how much you have grown and how much you have risen
to the challenges of those that not only the exam system gives us, but also
some of those that the country has never faced before.  

While we might not be with you on a daily basis, we wish you the best of luck
and wish you well on the future that you are building for yourself.  We firmly
believe that you will have some great times, with some memorable stories. 

We truly are what every team would like to be! The best year group ever!

Mr Elbourne & Mrs Cant
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Priti Patel Visits Citizenship Students 
Our GCSE Citizenship students were recently visited by Priti
Patel, Home Secretary and MP for Witham, which includes
Stanway, to talk about their Citizenship work and projects,
including a question and answer session.

Ms Patel visited the school after several of our students had
contacted her with questions on young people in poverty and
homelessness which were part of a citizenship project they
were working on.

The Q&A part was certainly a lively session with many of the
students grabbing the opportunity to put their questions
direct to the MP on wide ranging subjects. They included Ms
Patel's thoughts on poverty among young people, mental
health in the justice system, county lines, gang violence, the
treatment of eating disorders and the harassment of women
in the workplace.

Students were able to
discuss Ms Patel's

thoughts on poverty,
mental health, county
lines, gang violence,
treatments for eating

disorders and the
harassment of
women in the

workplace

Commenting on the visit, Ms Hamblyn, Head of Citizenship said: “It was a pleasure to have Priti
join in our class discussion and the students very much enjoyed their time with her. I am
grateful that she took time out of her busy schedule to visit.”

The students too, were pleased to be able to meet with Ms Patel. Olivia in Year 11 said: "I
enjoyed conversing with Priti Patel, although the questions we asked were answered in a very
political and tactical way", and Abigail in Year 11 said: "It was wonderful to have the presence
of someone vital and important in our government, especially when we know how busy Mrs
Patel is." 
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Gang Life Education Assembly 
Following his successful visit to Year 9,10 and 11 earlier in the
year as part of our Enrichment Days, Gavin Mackenna revisited
the school to hold assembles on gang life for Year 7 & 8
students. Gavin is the pioneer behind 'Reach Every Generation'
and has journeyed from gang membership in London through
to establishing himself as a leading figure in combating gang
culture. 

Gavin and his team shared their experiences of gang life and
the consequences of the choices they and those around them
made. His emotive assembly was done with humour and
brought to life the realities that face many of our young people
growing up in Britain today. Knife crime, gang culture, drugs
and crime are something we all unfortunately live around and
for our young people, growing up can bring challenges we have
not had to face and it is important that the experience of
people like Gavin are told to enable them to learn how to deal
with situations that may lead them down a negative path. 

Gavin will be in later this year to speak to parents and we hope
that many of you are able to join us. We will share further
details soon on when this will be. 

 

Gavin and his team
shared their

experiences of gang
life and the

consequences of the
choices they made.
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Welfare Prefects & Youth Health
Champion Training 

Earlier this term, our Welfare Prefects and Youth
Health Champions took part in a training session on
safeguarding and learning the skills, knowledge and
attributes needed to support their fellow students,
both physically and mentally.

As Prefects and Youth Health Champions, these are
students who are passionate about supporting their
peers through mentoring, running health
campaigns, offering help and support through the
welfare hubs and being overall positive role
models. 

The session was really productive and students
were able to gain an understanding of these areas
and will be able to utilise the skills and knowledge
as they carry out their responsibilities.  

Students learnt the
skills, knowledge and
attributes needed to

support fellow
students both
physically and

mentally
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VEX Final Success 

 

Stanway students have enjoyed enormous
success in the VEX Robotics competition this year
in spite of a challenging return to normal timings
for events

VEX Robotics is an international organisation
which aims to encourage young engineers and
programmers to design, build and program fully
functional robots to compete in the VEX Pitching
In competition.

Having won the local rounds of the national competition, our Year 8 team competed in the
East of England VEX IQ Pitching In Regional and won! This meant that they qualified for the
National Finals which were held at the Telford international centre on 24th-25th April. They
worked brilliantly as a team and scored very strongly in the Autonomous elements on the
second day having worked at the event on the Sunday in preparation.. 

Congratulations to Alex, Alfie, Nina, and Oliver for representing the Stanway school so
excellently.

 

Congratulations to Alex
Alfie Nina and Oliver for

representing the
Stanway school so

excellently.
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Ukraine Fundraising  
Students and staff across the school have been engaging in a number of fundraising efforts to raise
money to help those affected by the war in Ukraine.

Year 7 students Millie, Caitlin, Evie, Eloise and Molly baked a number of delicious treats to sell, including
chocolate and vanilla cupcakes, rice krispy tray bakes, chocolate cake lolipops, rocky road slices,
chocolate chip cookies and shortbreads, with their efforts raising £45.

Similarily, Year 10 students Alfie, Finley, Russell, Junior, Oliver, Alfie, Ed and Oliver, undertook a charity car
wash, washing cars after school and raised £40.

Well done to our
students in Years 7 & 10

for their fundraising
efforts

Our staff too have been joining in. Mr Saiz embarked on a football keepy-uppy challenge, with fellow
staff members guessing the number of continious kick ups he could do in one go. He managed a
staggering 438 and raised £50 - well done Mr Saiz.

Finally, Ms Wadsworth has embarked on a triple challenge - the first being a 'Strictly Come Dancing'
style dance competition, with a routine choreographed by her daughter which  took 6 weeks worth of
practice. 

The second challenge was a 7K Nuclear race with 55 obstacles to navigate in mud and the final
challenge was a 10K race, which took a lot of hours training - a great effort!
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 Life Skills Lesson For Our Green Fingered Students
Earlier this term, students from Year 9 participated in
a life skills lesson which gave them the opportunity
to develop their green finger skills by learning how to
grow plants.

All of the students who took part learnt how to repot
tomato seedlings into larger pots, as well as learning
how to handle the plants without bruising or
damaging them. 

They then participated in a 10 question quiz on fun
facts about tomatoes, including a little known fact
that tomatoes can be produced in a range of colours
- including yellow, pink, purple, black, white, and of
course, red. 

The plants are now being looked after in the  Year
7/8 hub and growing into strong healthy plants. On
average they have grown 2 cm a week.

 

Students were
able to learn how
to repot tomatoes
without damaging

them
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Fliss' Football Success

 

Congratulations to Year 7 student Fliss,
who's football team, Hashtag United, won
the Essex County Cup earlier this term,
beating Stanway Pegasus 4-0 in the final.

Goalkeeper Fliss  also managed to keep
clean sheets in the quarter & semi finals
as well as the final itself, which is a great
achievement. She made some vital saves
throughout the tournament - well done
Fliss!

Well done Fliss on your
football success and good

luck to our Edge Hill
competition students and

George in Year 9

Good Luck Messages To Students

Good luck to our team of Year 9 students who have progressed to stage 2 of
the Maths University Competition, Edge Hill.

Finlay, Nathaniel,Max, Samuel and Nick need to submit their answer as a
poster to a challenge problem. It will test their teamworking, communication
and problem solving  skills as well as Maths, as they need to work as a team
to solve the challenge and present the answers.  We will let you know how
they get on in the next newsletter!

We'd also like to wish George in Year 9 the best of luck in climbing Mount
Snowdon this weekend to raise money for The Marfans Trust. If you'd like to
donate, you can do so on his JustGiving page: shorturl.at/mvCOX
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Celebration Breakfasts 

 

Congratulations to our latest students who were invited to attend  one of our Celebration
Breakfasts in recognition of their continued efforts to demonstrate the behaviours in line
with our 'Stanway Standards' - Proud, Responsible, Considerate, Determined and Respectful.

Year 11 - Tabi, Lily, Charlie, Louis, Calum, Max, Keira, Olivia, Betty, Ollie, Ash, Ben, Jack,
Thomas, Ainsley, Evie, Sabine, Cara, Zainab, Jemma, Callum, Essen, Hannah, Dylan, Lex,
Keira, Bobby, Denis, Aaron, Poppy, Charlotte, Chloe, Ollie, Kieren, Charlie, Amy, Adam, Emily,
Kiera, Emily, Lexi, Denis, Poppy, Olivia, Tilly, Charlie, Poppy, Yasmin, Isaac, Lucy, Daisy,
Keira, Regina, Diana, Tilly, Marcus, Jack and Jake.

Year 10 - Ruby, Mark, Amelia, Freya, Freddie, Imogen, Jodie, Ashton, Emily, Sam, Dan,
Chloe, Ethan, Aidan, Minnie, Martha, Ellie, Sophie, Tess, Tallulah, Harry, Andrew, Fin,
Courtney, Rowan, Tyler, Elliana, Arda, Alex, Madison, Alexandra, Kida, Sienna, Georgia,
Henry, Kuzey, Paige, Evie, Will, Annabel, Mya, Charlotte, Valentina, Ella , Adam, Joseph,
Bella, Lily, Isabelle, Charlotte, Jake and Grace.

Year 9 - Lucy, Danny, Milly, Lewis, Alex, Addison, Fleur, Carrie, Ryan, Lottie, Jack, Isla, Sophie,
Olivia, Keira, William, Sofia, Molly, Mia, Freya, Miles, JJ, Daisy, Noah, Izzy, Daisy, Chloe, Grace,
Thomas, Sophia, Daisy, Sadie, Charles , Charlie, Luke, Kyle, Finlay, Adam, Maame, Ryan, Tom,
Emily, Emilie, Markantony, Amy, Tilly, Hope, Nick, Lewis, Sophie, Bevin, Macie, Monty, Amira,
Iris, Fay, Lydia, Tyler, Molly, Isla, Sophie, Keira, Poppie, Abbie, Sofia, Molly, Hannah, Caitlyn,
Oliver, Katie, Charlie, Louis, Charlie, Izzy, Rebecca, Ibrahim, Kaylee, Sophie, Jess, Luca,
Thomas and Finlay.

Year 8 - Katie-Lee, Nina, Millie, Macey, Eve, Thomas , Faith, Maddy, Rocco, Molly, Logan,
Tamjed, Archer, Liv, Emelia, Finley, Charlotte, Lucia, Olivia, Issabella, Xanthe, Fraser, Asa,
Toby, Fraser, Sofia, Ciara, Leo, George, Marney, Elizabeth, James, Archie, Romeo, Alice,
Bobby, Rosie, Olivia, Adelina, Fraser, Jake, Brooke, Elizabeth, Orla, Alex, Hayley, Millie,
Jocelyn, Molly, Luke, Henry, Natalie, Lucy, Charlie, Hollie, Miller, Isabell, Thomas, and Max.

Year 7 - Samiya, Jack, Cooper, Harley, Martha, Ben, Molly, Bella, Anna, Dexter , Reuben, Olivia,
Lacey Faye, Russell, Harry, Summer, Emma, Lacey, Florence, Dylan, Abi, Molly, Maddison,
Callum, Archie, Lexi, Florence, Jessica, Seraphina, Edward, Chloe, Edward, Harry, Yasmin,
Bethany, Eloise, Ava, Robbie Charlie, Kerr, Amelie and Louise.

Our Stanway
Standards are:

Proud,
Responsible,
Considerate,

Determined and
Respectful
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Young Musician Of The Year

 

Junior singer of the year
Junior instrumentalist of the year
Senior singer of the year
Senior instrumentalist of the year

On the evening of Friday 20th May, an enthusiastic audience were treated to an
evening of high quality solo musical performances from students ranging between
Years 7-11. The evening was modeled on the format of the BBC Young Musician
competition, with each performers competing against their peers in the categories
of:

 

Well done to the winners
- Molly, Sophie, Lily and

Chloe

Junior Singer; Molly in Year 7 with her performance of ‘Will you be proud?’
Junior Instrumentalist; Sophie in Year 8 with her performance of Für Elise
Senior Singer; Lily in Year 11 with her performance of ‘Fly, Fly Away’
Senior Instrumentalist; Chloe in Year 11 with her performance of Douce Rêverie

The performances from all of the performers were remarkable, and of a very high
standard. It was clear just how much time and effort each performer had spent in
practicing and preparing their piece for the evening. The audience were treated to a
repertoire including songs from musical theatre and classical works by composers such
as Chopin, Mozart and Einaudi on instruments including the Piano, Flute and Clarinet. Our
judging panel certainly had their work cut out! To make the tricky decisions, we
welcomed Caitlin Morgan (Associate Musical Director of the West End show Six) and
Richard Harrison (our former head of Music who is now Director of Music at Colchester
Royal Grammar).

Congratulations to all of the students who took part; you made us very proud. The
winners of the categories were:
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Radio Aid Training To Help Hearing Impaired 

 The session explored
the things that all

staff could do to help
our hearing impaired

students

Staff at the school recently took part in a Radio Aid training session designed to
provide further help for our hearing impaired students in class.

Delivered by the school's Teacher of the Deaf, the session was to show how a
radio aid works and how it is used. 

During the training, a recording was played showing the noise difference between
a child using the radio aid and when they are not. The amount of background
noise that can be heard and the effect on these students' hearing when not using
the radio aid was a surprise to all. 

 
 

Positioning in class
Clear visibility of the speaker (stand
still, face the front, don’t cover your
mouth).
Subtitles on any video/film shown

The session also explored things that all
staff could do to help our hearing impaired
students, including - 

The training was well received and a more detailed session in July is being
arranged by Essex County Physical and Sensory Impairment Specialist Teaching
Service. 
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Students from the Year 7 & 8 Creative Writing Club have
produced some fantastic entries for the latest 'Twisted Tales'
competition on the Young Writers website.

For the competition, they have had to write a 100 word mini
saga telling the backstory of a villain. This aims to show how
much a story changes if  the point of view is changed and is a
fantastic opportunity to flip the script and explore another
side of the story.
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Creative Writing Club Students Enter 
'Twisted Tales' Competition 

Students had to
write a 100 word
mini saga telling
the backstory of

a villian.

Included below are some of the entries from our students:
The Real Joker - by Lucy 

"Footsteps echoed in the distance.

He follows me everywhere; all I see is a figure that disappears in a blink of an eye when
I turn around. 

I look like I enjoy being destructive. I don't. People call me the devil. It's all a lie. He
controls me. Frames me. Voices scream in my head so loud I can't hear my thoughts.
He's going to catch me someday. He’s getting closer. I'm a trapped bird in a cage.
Under this smile of wickedness hides the real me. I'm the joker, I don't want to be
malevolent. 

He's the real villain…"
The Piper’s Son - by Nico

"The crimson substance slithered off my golden
blade; chiseled with black roses. My dagger
illuminated their cold motionless bodies with an
eerie maroon glow. I didn't mean to do these
atrocious acts that made my stomach churn at
the thought of them. They were threatening my
family.

I, the piper's son, whose only purpose is to
vapourise their sins. I, the piper's son, a child
with his life demolished. I, the piper's son, is the
villain of this story. 

I, the piper's son, who can only play one bloody
and sinful melody. Death. Such a simple word for
something colossal."
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Prefect Work Update

 

We wanted to take this opportunity to update you on some of the excellent
work that our Prefects are currently undertaking.

Earlier this term, we started a new reading initiative in school with our Year10
prefects who are also reading ambassadors. They now meet twice a week and
'buddy' up with those in Year 7 in the LRC to read a book. 

The advantage to this to those in Year 7 is the greater expanse of vocabulary
they come into contact with and that reading aloud helps with expression,
processing skills and comprehension.

 
 

Our reading
ambassadors
now meet with
those in Year 7
to read a book

together

Similarly, our sporting excellence prefects have been finalising their plans for
their roles going forward and we have included some of these below:

"We are all extremely ambitious and eager to get involved with the PE
Department within the upcoming months and years. 

"We are helping out at after school athletics, rounders, cricket and other sports
clubs to support teachers and make the hour of sport more productive for the
younger students. 

"We have also discussed introducing a charity event, and aim to take part in a
nuclear race with some teachers." - Chloe, Year 10
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Earlier this term, our Year 10 students took part in mock interviews, whereby we
invited people from different employment backgrounds into the school to be our
interviewers. These are an opportunity for students to talk to someone they don't
know about themselves and to start preparing them for their college interviews or
even part time jobs.

The interviewers themselves came from different employment sectors, including BT,
BAE and DWP as well as others.

Understandably, students were a bit nervous upon entering the LRC but became more
relaxed after their interviews.
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Year 10 Mock Interviews

Thank you to
all of the
interview

volunteers who
came in to help

Encouragingly, the volunteer interviewers all
expressed how impressed they were with the
students they spoke to - stating that they all were
polite and had good eye contact throughout their
interview - well done Year 10 and thank you to all of
our volunteer interviewers.
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Earlier this term,  the Year 9 Girls Basketball team faced their biggest match of
their school career to date – the District final against Paxman Academy!  
 

Stanway got off to a strong start and at the end of the first half, they were
ahead by 8 points. However, after half time Paxman stepped up their game and
came back fighting. Going into the final quarter, Paxman were leading by 2
points. Both teams were so determined and it was end to end, basket for
basket right up until the last minute. Fleur scored two free throws after being
fouled in the action of shooting. It was 26 - 26 with seconds to go, Stanway
were on the attack and Hope managed to score the final basket securing the
win 28-26. Very well deserved! 

It was a proud moment in the presentation where they collected medals and a
trophy! 

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the girls on their success
throughout the basketball season - undefeated. It has been a pleasure to see
them go from strength to strength. We look forward to next year!  

The Team 
Hope, Fleur, Daisy, Isabelle, Daisy, Sophie  and Sophie. Lucy was also part of
the team but unfortunately couldn't make the final.  
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PE Results 
Stanway Storm The Year 9 Girls Basketball League
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PE Results 

 

Year 9 Football:

The Year 9  boys football team have enjoyed an excellent campaign. Four wins against
Colchester Grammar, Benedicts, Phillip Moran and Paxman Academy in their group
stage saw them progress through the group as winners and into the semi-finals. During
the group stage there were stand out performances from the captain, Thomas, as well
as Jacob and Charlie. 

With only two goals conceded in four games the team were showing a grit and
determination to grind out results, the defence being well marshalled by Ethan and
Lincoln at the heart of it. This combined with a lethal attack that included some sublime
finishes from Charlie, Jacob and Charlie saw the team top the group. The whole team
kept the ball on the floor and played some excellent football throughout and this was
matched with an excellent attitude and work rate throughout the team. 

Moving into the semi-finals, the team went away to Gilberd School, for a tough semi-
final draw after they had themselves qualified from the other half of the draw. On a hot
day with a particularly awkward playing surface the team really had to come together
and fight for this result. Adam and Charlie, who quite often do a lot of the unsung hard
work were brilliant in the middle of the pitch, breaking down every attack and reclaiming
the ball time and again. Charlie lobbed the goalkeeper in the second half with a superb
finish with the team's other Charlie  producing a man of the match performance to
ensure that Stanway progressed through to the final with a well-earned 2-0 win.

The final was a really tightly contested affair. A good finish from Jacob took the game
to extra-time and just when the team were readying themselves for a penalty shootout,
a late goal was conceded to deny them progression through to the county finals.
Although the team narrowly lost out, they were a credit to the school throughout the
season and have firmly established themselves as one of the top teams in the local
area and will be eagerly anticipating the start of the new season in order to get their
hands on some silverware!

The group stage results are as follows:

Stanway 5 – 1 Paxman
Stanway 6 – 2 Colchester Grammar
Stanway 5 – 0 Saint Benedicts
Stanway 3 – 2 Phillip Morant

The team list in full:

Lucas, Lewis, Jacob, Thomas, Charlie, Ethan, Lukas, Charlie, Lewis, Thomas, Adam, Leo
Lain, Lincoln and Charlie. 
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