
 
1st July 2021 

 
 
 
Dear Parents/carers 
 
As the end of term approaches, I would like to update you on some of the end of year activities. 
 
Having gone for so long with no positive cases and no bubble closures, we now find ourselves in the 
situation where we have had to close 3 year group bubbles in the past two weeks. I am sure you are aware 
that schools across Sutton are closing bubbles very frequently at present. There is plenty of discussion in 
the news about the government’s strategy around this and it may well be that their policy will change for 
the autumn term. In the meantime, their policy is quite clear that if anyone in the bubble tests positive, 
then close contacts will need to self-isolate for 10 days. For primary schools they acknowledge that close 
contacts will effectively be the year group as children are unable to all socially distance from each other. 
 
This obviously leads to a lot of frustration from parents, staff and children and the necessity to move to 
remote learning at short notice. This causes problems for parents with childcare and working from home, 
and for staff who have to replan lessons – sometimes overnight. Please be aware that everyone is affected 
by the policies followed and understand that school has little flexibility in the actions we are advised to 
take by the Dfe. 
 
I am also aware that as we move closer to the end of term, a request to self-isolate could have implications 
for people’s holiday plans. 
 
In an attempt to limit such a risk we have reviewed some of our end of year plans. 
 
We have been advised by the Local Authority that transition should not take place this term. This means 
that our year 6 children will not be able to visit their new secondary schools and our new reception 
children are unable to visit us as they would normally do. We very much want the children in school to be 
able to meet their new teacher, but this will be in a socially distanced way. Staff will move, rather than the 
children, stay socially distanced and preferably meet outside if the weather allows. This will take place on 
the afternoon of Wednesday 14th July. 
 
Our summer term parents’ evening is normally an opportunity for parents to come in small groups to sit 
with their children and share the work that their children are proud of. Sadly, we feel that parents should 
not be present at school under the current guidance, so the planned evening will not take place. Instead, 
teachers are taking time with the children for them to choose the work that they are proud of and this will 
be sent home for them to share it with you at home. You will also get their literacy and maths book to 
keep. 
 
We are very keen that we still have the opportunity to mark the end of year 6 in a way that involves 
parents. Leaving primary school after 7 years is a significant event and we want to make it as memorable 
and special as possible – whilst still keeping everyone else safe and limiting self-isolation risks. 
 



To support this, school will close for children in reception to year 5 for the end of term on Wednesday 21st 
July at 1.45 p.m. 
 
Year 6 will remain behind and their parents will be invited to attend from 2 p.m. The plan would be that 
the leavers’ event will take place outside and specific information will be sent to parents nearer the time. 
 
Siblings of year 6 would need to be collected by parents at 1.45, but can attend.  
 
These continue to be very strange times and would ask for your continued support and understanding 
around actions that are designed to limit any transmission of the virus and the impact it might have as we 
reach the end of term. 
 
I am aware that an announcement is to be made about how Covid restrictions may change on July 19th. 
This is unlikely to give much time to consider implications for next term, so parents should expect that 
routines will continue as currently from September e.g. staggered drop off/collection, one way system etc. 
We can then review this in light of any guidance that is then given by the Dfe. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Green 
Headteacher 
 
 


