
 
11th January 2021 

 
Dear Parents/carers 
 
Well that was quite a week!  
 
Thank you all for your patience and understanding over the past few days. The announcement last Monday 
has had a massive impact on everyone’s lives and we have been working hard to hopefully support you and 
your families, as well as protect our staff and all those who are physically in school. 
 
New guidance from the Dfe was only issued on Thursday evening, and whilst the majority of it has not 
changed, there are some differences that we are continuing to work through. 
 
The advice to schools on critical workers is very clear that all children need to be accommodated, 
something we are very keen to make happen. As you can appreciate, we are trying to reduce the number 
of contacts that staff, children and families are exposed to so that we can keep people as safe as possible. 
There have already been a number of Sutton schools that have had to close bubbles over the weekend due 
to confirmed virus cases, including Langley. 
 
It is also very clear in the guidance that parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 
children home if they can. If you have booked on then we are more than happy to welcome your child into 
school. If your work situation changes to allow you to work from home on certain days, shift patterns 
change etc then please consider keeping your child at home with you. Our provision will be safer for 
everyone if it is only used when there is no alternative for your and your children. Children in school will be 
accessing the same learning that is provided via remote education. 
 
To request a critical worker place then please use the form on the school website. This will need to be 
completed each week by Midnight Tuesday for the following week. The form for week beginning 18th 
January will close at midnight on the 12th. 
 
Thank you for your comments around remote learning and for all your support in getting it up and running 
last week. It is still early days and staff, parents and children are getting to grips with a new way of 
learning. I thank parents and staff who have helped to overcome the technological issues and hopefully 
now everyone has access to the Teams learning platform at home. 
 
The guidance issued on Thursday detailed the following expectations for remote learning:- 

• Set meaningful and ambitious work each day in an appropriate range of subjects – Coppice are 
following our existing curriculum as if the children were in school. 

• Provide teaching that is equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school. 
This will include both recorded or live direct teaching time and time for pupils to complete tasks 
and assignments independently. As a minimum this should be:- 

o Key stage 1 – 3 hours a day on average across the cohort, with less for younger children. 
o Key stage 2 – 4 hours a day. 

• Provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher or through high-quality 
curriculum resources. Online video lessons do not necessarily need to be recorded by teaching staff 



at the school: Oak National Academy lessons, for example, can be provided in lieu of school-led 
content. 

• Provide opportunities for interactivity, including questioning, eliciting and reflective discussion. 

• Provide scaffolded practice and opportunities to apply new knowledge. 

• Enable children to receive timely and frequent feedback on how to progress, using digitally-
facilitated or whole-class feedback where appropriate. 

• Use assessment to ensure teaching is responsive to children’s needs. 
 
As a school we will be inviting children to attend regular and timetabled Teams meetings where work can 
be introduced and queries about the learning discussed. We appreciate that where households may have 
more than one child, or a parent who is working from home, that the ability for all children to be on the 
Teams meeting at the same time may be difficult. It would be helpful however if your child could attend as 
many of these meetings as possible. There will also be the opportunity for the children to raise questions 
using the Teams platform and email. The majority of direct teaching will be set in such a way that children 
and parents can access it at a time to suit themselves and reduce any such time pressures. Please check at 
8.40 each day to see the work set by the teachers and any meetings arranged. 
 
I am certain that as staff and children become more confident with the medium, that interactions may 
change and develop. 
 
Thank you again for your patience and understanding last week, I am sure it will bed down in time to a 
‘new’ normal and be less stressful for everyone on a day to day basis. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Green 
Headteacher 
 
 


