
 
22nd January 2021 

 
Dear Parents/carers 
 
We are now three weeks into remote learning and hopefully it is now beginning to settle down into some 
sort of pattern. Many thanks for all the feedback that has been given. It has helped us to review what we 
are doing to try and best meet the needs that we are being told about. 
 
The main comments that parents have made are:- 

• The ability to manage their own needs of work with the needs of the children who may need to be 
supported can be difficult– this of course varies tremendously between households and across year 
groups. 

• The lack of devices available in the home, particularly where there are several children in the 
household. 

• The difficulties in ensuring that all the children in the home are able to be online at the same time. 

• Concerns over the pressures in getting all the work done and uploaded in the time given. 

• How much the opportunity for children to see their teachers and classmates is welcomed. 

• How grateful they are for comments to be taken on board and for all the hard work that staff are 
doing. 

 
I know that the staff would want me to acknowledge all the support that parents are providing on a daily 
basis. It is very much appreciated. 
 
It is hoped that the pre-recorded sessions and use of video clips allow all children to access the learning at 
some point during the day and can be revisited where necessary to help support children and parents. 
 
All year groups should now be getting opportunities for live interactions - typically registration and 
storytime. There should also be the opportunity for children to receive feedback and ask questions that 
will help clarify the learning. Year groups are also beginning to offer 1:1 or small group interventions where 
appropriate – often undertaken by the teaching assistants.  
 
As parents, please do not feel pressured to complete all the work that is set. You know your child and 
circumstance and it is important to balance the work that needs to be completed with the other needs 
your child may have. It is very important that children also have exercise and time away from a screen – 
they would certainly not spend 4 hours in front of a screen in school. 
 
Could I please ask again that parents do not message staff out of school hours – they need their downtime 
too. 
 
With regards to technology at home, we have now received our allocation of laptops from the dfe and 
these have been lent out to families where requested. We have also received funds from Sutton Charitable 
Trust that have allowed us to lend out existing devices within school. 
 
We still have families who are struggling with technology and the ability to put an adequate device in front 
of every child for the day and would ask that you let us know if we can support in any way. 
 



The need for ICT devices has been much publicised in the press with and I have been approached today by 
an ex-parent who has donated £1050 to allow us to buy three more laptops for families that need them. 
We have also had offers of old laptops that we can reallocate where necessary. Many thanks to all those 
people who have helped in this way – it makes a real difference. 
 
Attendance at schools by vulnerable children and the children of critical workers nationally is just under 
15%. At Coppice we are now at 30%. During the first lockdown it was 1%. 
 
Government advice is very much that in order to safeguard everyone, where people are able to work from 
home then they should. Journeys should be reduced and children should not be in school unless absolutely 
necessary to allow a critical worker to attend their place of work. The more children we have in school, the 
more likely we are to have a positive case and the more likely we will need to close an entire bubble – this 
would prevent all children within the bubble being able to attend and potentially seriously impact parents 
who may need to be on the front line. 
 
As mentioned previously, I do not want to have to limit the amount of critical worker children we have in 
school, but we are approaching that situation. Schools have to make a decision on safety grounds about 
being able to open to pupils and there are some year groups where we have in excess of 50% requesting a 
place. This does not feel safe in the current climate. There are a number of children/staff who have tested 
positive in Langley next door with some very sad consequences. 
 
I would appeal to all critical worker parents to only send your child into school where there is no one at 
home to be with the child. The majority of our children who remain at home have parents who work who 
are managing to juggle home schooling with working from home. 
 
We say goodbye today to Mrs Stevenson in year 6 who begins her maternity leave. We wish her all the 
best and look forward to hearing some good news in the very near future. 
 
Thank you once again for all that everyone is doing to support the children and the school. It is very clear 
that remote learning is a team effort! 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Green 
Headteacher 
 
 


