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The difference you have made
Efficient and effective testing is crucial to help stop the spread of Covid-19. The 
AfriKids Medical Centre did not have the necessary resources to protect staff and 
patients without the support of Edinburgh Genetics. 

The 500 rapid antigen tests donated by Edinburgh Genetics meant that staff 
and patients at the AfriKids Medical Centre could be tested for SARS-COV-2. 
Testing is one of the first steps to help stop the spread of Covid-19 as those 
who are both symptomatic and asymptomatic can be identified and managed 
to prevent further spread of the virus. The turnaround time of the rapid antigen 
tests played a vital role in the prevention of further transmission as cases were 
able to be identified quickly. 

The tests received at the AfriKids Medical Centre meant that we could take the 
first steps to test staff and help with the management of Covid-19 cases. The 
Ghanaian Government had not yet approved the usage of similar rapid result 
tests so health providers and facilities had not been provided with means to 
rapidly test staff during the early stages of the pandemic. The tests that were 
of limited availability provided by Ghana Health Service took around two to 
three weeks to provide a result. This meant that a lot of cases could have gone 
untested, especially those who were asymptomatic who would be unaware and 
spreading Covid-19. 

As of today, 25% of the tests used provided by Edinburgh Genetics had tested 
positive. All of these tests were followed on with a PCR test confirming that 90% 
of these positive results were accurate. 

AfriKids Medical Centre works closely with the Ghana Health Service. In the 
effort to collaboratively stop the spread of Covid-19, some of the test kits were 
given to Bolgatanga Municipal Health Directorate. They were very grateful to 
receive these tests. Out of the tests that they have carried out so far, one third 
of them tested positive for Covid-19. These positive tests were followed up with 
a PCR test again showing that the positive result was about 90% accurate. 
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What else is AfriKids doing to help stop the spread of Covid-19? Our 
Covid-19 response

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, with governments’ around the world 
struggling to cope, Ghana faced many challenges. Schools were closing, 
businesses ceased trading, borders closed, and major cities in Ghana faced 
full lockdown measures. These measures hit our communities hard, as many 
incomes were lost overnight, and the price of commodities went up. Yet many 
people in our communities knew nothing about the danger they could be 
facing. Our local Medical Centre was provided with few supplies, despite being 
on the frontline of the fight, and public health messaging was only suitable 
for those proficient in reading and writing English. People urgently needed 
information on how to keep themselves safe, and they needed urgent supplies 
to do so. 

There was a clear need for a concerted effort between governments, private 
organisations and civil sector organisations, to pool resources and to work 
together to provide northern Ghanaians the best chance of keeping themselves 
safe. AfriKids used its existing connections to organise these groups. Much of 
our other work was paused so we could be focused and mobilise swiftly for this 
emergency response. AfriKids formed a coalition of local government, private 
organisations and local volunteers to deliver a public health campaign and to 
deliver food supplies and PPE to those who needed to most. 

Some of our key Covid-19 prevention work included: 

• Community engagement 
In order to provide those who live in the hardest to reach communities 
with Covid-19 messaging, we created information vans by fitting out our 
vehicles with PA systems playing an information ‘jingle’ which also featured 
on every local radio station in four different languages, participated in 
radio discussions, together with health education experts, we travelled 
to inform the public about the dangers of Covid-19 and social distancing 
protocols. Our team also conducted handwashing demonstrations, 
distributed soap, PPE and veronica buckets, and put up info posters in 
churches, market places and community centres. 

• Procurement and distribution of essential items 
We gave out hand sanitisers, masks, soap, veronica buckets and learning 
resources to families. We also worked with local stakeholders to identify 
vulnerable groups that needed food supplies during the pandemic. We 
worked to identify families with vulnerable persons and those whose 
incomes had been destroyed because of border closures and restrictions 
on workplaces. 

So far, our Covid-19 prevention activities have reached over 350,000 people 
in northern Ghana (and over 710,000 further indirectly). This represents 
approximately 30% of the population of the Upper East Region. 

Thank you for changing lives with AfriKids and 
helping to stop the spread of Covid-19!

Photos: Scenes from our Covid-19 
response.


