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MINUTES FULL COUNCIL MEETING  
for 11th MARCH 2020 7.00pm Sports Pavilion  

Present: Cllrs, Andy Ballard, Carole Derbighshire-Styles, Gordon Hughes, Chris Jones, Debbie Jones, 
Edwin Jones, and John Rostron and Clerk Philomena Hearn. 

The Clerk opened the meeting as there is not an incumbent Chairman at present and asked for nominees 
from the councillors present to Chair this meeting. CDS nominated GH, seconded by AB, all agreed. Cllr 
Gordon Hughes took the Chair. Cllr Hughes welcomed the many public crowded into the room and 
surrounding the seated Councillors at table.  

532. To receive apologies for absence: none 
533. Declaration of Interests statement – attached to agenda: JR declared interest in Glyndyfyrdwy 

Village hall agenda item 11b). 
 

534. Public Participation Session. Mr Lyons (Football Club Chairman) and Mr Billington (football 
club) This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and 
comment on items on the Agenda. Time for this session is usually limited to 10 minutes.  

There were about 50 Football club supporters present, The Chair welcomed all, laying out, firstly, rules for 
the meeting. As in our code of conduct and standing orders. He then verbally stated the facts:  
“That CTC is the landowner and the War Memorial Park is the Lease holder, and it has 12 trustees, and is 
in the middle of becoming a CIO. The Football Club is part of the Community, a very important part, as can 
be seen by the numbers present tonight. The Council has the misfortune of wearing several hats in this 
particular instance and as a Council it is a consultee and does not have the powers to turn down a planning 
application, only to pass recommendations and make comments and observations.  
We have at all times supported the Football Club and want a positive outcome for the Stand and I repeat 
we cannot turn down an application only the Planning Committee at DCC can make the decision. 
We did not say no outright, we had reservations and if the criteria that we asked for in November had been 
followed then we would not be in this position today. 
What has happened so far is as a result of the initial meeting with Martin Lyons and John Billington on 
26/11/19, then the promises made by the Football club about applying for retrospective planning 
permission, then the planning application and consequently the 21 day rule after its submission meaning 
we had to use a smaller committee to discuss. Then the clerk phoning the DCC planning department 
asking for advice, being told to email all the considerations and then she the clerk was told which ones 
were for planning purposes and which ones were for further consultation. Unfortunately, DCC mistakenly 
published it as the end consultation on the website which was seen by the Public. DCC have since 
removed the comments and apologised to the clerk. DCC planning also had questions of their own about 
the application that the football club answered. The Planning Officer comments to us were that we had 
raised many of the same points that she would have done. Finally, Michael McNamara started his 
campaign on Facebook and sent an email of comments to the clerk. This is what has happened so far. We 
have at no time participated on social media because we, as councillors, have to adhere to our policies. I 
must ask for this abuse to STOP. 
I can go on but won’t because we have a long agenda and would now like Mr Martin Lyons to speak on 
behalf of the football club.” 
Various points of view were raised on agenda item 540. Those present were overwhelmingly in support of 
the Football club planning proposal. The chairman, after listening and some open and frank observations 
were exchanged, the Council offered to meet with Mr Lyons and Mr Billington as the accepted 
representatives of the Football club to meet and consult over the issues raised against the planning by 
councillors and public alike, and Mr Hughes assured the Football club supporters that the Council and 
representatives would find solutions to try and find a compromise that would be acceptable to the majority. 
Mr Lyons and Mr Billington agreed to attend a meeting the following Wednesday with Council 
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representatives on CR&M committee. The football supporters then all left at 19.30. Mrs C Hayward and Mr 
and Mrs Flanagan, remained. ACTION: Clerk to invite to meetings  

  

535. Police Report – Sgt Martin Jones present from the beginning to observe. He spoke about the 
issues of threats on Social media and on the streets made towards Councillors and that this behaviour, 
if it continues after today, will be treated seriously. He thanked Cllr Hughes for keeping the meeting 
under control and relatively calm. He touched on guidelines for handling intimidation in public office and 
what laws can be brought to bear. Sgt Jones then spoke about various local issues, particularly drug 
dealing in local public houses and how he and his team can proactively advise landlords. He also 
touched on parking and particularly blocking pavements and on grass verges etc during large town 
events and the greater need for stewarding. He cited the Food Festival as a good example of how 
things can be done with the right controls and plans in place. Sgt Jones then left at 19.45. 

 
536. To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of 12/02/2020: Approved unanimously 

537. Action Register report. Clerk filed and published approved minutes, sent resignation letters from 
Jane Marsden and Michael McNamara to the Monitoring Officer, GW and Elections Officer, GE. Clerk 
had contacted all relevant accountants for the PAYE purposes and to appoint as Auditors. The WMP 
boundary has been added to Premier Landscape contract for 2020/21. The DCC Biodiversity Officer 
had been to a meeting with the Council and Environment Dept had also been in touch re new policies. 
All approved payments have been sent out. 

538. Co-option of three new councillors. Present: Katrina Flanagan, apologies Lisa Davies and Kat 
Lloyd. All three approved unanimously as councillors. Cllr Hughes welcomed Katrina Flanagan to stay 
and listen to the rest of the meeting if she wished. The Clerk exchanged the New Councillor Induction 
Pack with Mrs Flanagan. ACTION: Clerk and new Councillors to complete the relevant paperwork 
and Acceptance of Office forms over the next few weeks. 

539. Resignation of Glaves Roberts.- Clerk confirmed that Mr Roberts had resigned a few days after 
the last meeting siting work commitments. CJ asked that we send a letter of thanks for his long service 
on and off Council for many years, and as one of the few elected to council and not coopted he will be 
solely missed by all.  ACTION: Clerk Letters to be sent to Glaves Roberts, the Elections officer, 
and removed from Councillor list on website. 

540. Questions to the Chairman or Clerk – Foot ball Club Planning application response, Martin Lyons 
said that he felt this had been dealt with earlier and was very pleased to come to the next CR&M 
committee to discuss further. 

541. Reports of council Committees – see attached DRAFT minutes for each committee.  
542. Proposed Motions for discussion and decisions:  
542. 1) Proposal from the Finance (and HR) Committee:  
a) To approve the recommended payments and grants as in the Finance minutes. – all approved 
b) Propose that we, The Corwen Town Council, invite the village halls committees within our Wards 
to meet with The Finance and HR committee to establish a dialogue for submission of funding 
requests with a view to setting a 3year plan for precept. JR spoke towards this motion explaining the 
rationale. All Approved. 
542    2) Proposal from the Cemetery Committee –  
a) Please can Finance and HR look for and source Cemetery training for the committee. – all 

approved. 
 

542    3) Proposal from the CR&M Committee –   
a)   Proposal for this committee to agree to apply for asset transfer for the Glyndyfyrdwy Fields 
land from DCC to CTC who will then draw up a long-term lease for Glyndyfyrdwy Park to then form 
a CIO. – again JR spoke to the motion and it was approved for CR&M to look in to this further with the 
relevant Glyndyfyrdwy representatives. ACTION: put on CR&M agenda 
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543. The VE Day 75 – Report from Carole Derbighshire-Styles – planning is coming along nicely with 
quite a long weekend event. Volunteers are making homemade bunting and the scouts and other local 
groups are very much on board. The Cemetery committee agreed to take on organising the Sunday 
morning as a memorial type service but with peace at the centre of the message. The Memorial gates 
are scheduled to be cleaned by the Cemeteries’ contractor.  ACTION: Put on Cem Com Agenda 

544.  Written reports from Council representatives on Outside Bodies (please note that it is against the 
rules of Personal/Prejudicial Interest for a member of the Council to sit as a Council representative on a 
body that they are already a member of, because you cannot then be an independent observer.): War 
Memorial Park Group (appendix a – to follow, AONB – Minutes as appendix b to follow, Glyndyfyrdwy 
Village Hall Committee – see above, Corwen Partnership – nothing to report and it was decided not to 
reappoint a representative since the last one resigned, Carrog Village Hall – Minutes of the hall will be 
attached as appendix c),  South Denbighshire Community Partnership – same as for Corwen 
Partnership therefore no volunteers until AGM, Community Health Centre – CDS will send minutes for 
attachment as appendix d), One Voice Wales – GH will give report after next meeting, School 
Governors – GH attended. 
 

545. To consider Planning Applications – Alwen Cottage, Corwen – no objections or observations 
felt necessary. 

546. Schedule of Payments (see Finance Committee Draft Minutes attached).                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                          Grosse       VAT        Nett        minute no 
Premier Landscape Cemetery maintenance 1152.00 

168.07 
192.00 
28.01 

960.00 
140.06 

    
546a 

ACS Technology Website/emails hosting 124.50 0.00 124.50 546b 
Philomena Hearn Expenses 265.41 25.08 240.33 546c 
Philomena Hearn Wages 601.55 0.00 601.55 546d 
OVW  training 160.00 26.67 133.33 546e 
SLCC conference 2020 243.62 40.60 203.02 546f 
Planning Aid Wales training 70.00 11.67 58.33 546g 
BT Broadband & tele[phone DD  76.59 546h 
Balance at bank 27,860     
  2617.08 296.02 2321.06  
Balance after payments 25,242.92     

 
Grants from 2019/20 

 notes amount  
Air Ambulance  100.00 546i 
Welsh Hearts  50.00 546j 
Corwen School Bus transport to swimming 
lessons 

 lesser amount due to closure of pool. 1,350.00 546k 

Carrog Village Hall Carrog Village Hall: More discussion necessary for three 
Quotes and to invite them to a meeting as proposed 
above in June for a closer look. 

  

Glyndyfrydwy website  300.00 546l 
Run Free Running Club  250.00 546m 
Drama festival  300.00 546n 
Glyndwr Society  100.00 546o 
Balance after awards made £22,792.92 TOTAL  AWARDED This month MARCH 2020 2,450.00  
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                                                  Therefore, from budget Grants/contingency fund still remaining        £1,948.00 
  
547. Date of next Full Council Meeting -   Wednesday April 8th, 2020 

APPROVED AS BEING A CORRECT RECORD BY:                                    

                                             

CHAIRMAN: ………………………………………………………………………            DATE: ……………..……… 

 

COUNCILLOR: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

ACTION REGISTER:                                                                              Responsibility:  Date: 

Min no ACTION  done yes   no NOTES 
534 Invite CFC chair and representative to CR&M  PH    

536 File minutes  PH    

538 New Councillors induction PH    

539 Inform relevant authorities re- GR resignation PH    

542 1) a) Make payments and send out cheques etc PH   Plus 2 x signatories 

542 1) b) invite the village halls committees to meet with The Finance and HR 
committee.  

PH   to establish 3 year 
plans for precept. 

542 2) source Cemetery training  PH    

542 3) Look at asset transfer Glyndyd land from DCC to CTC & lease & 
Glyndyd Park to form a CIO. Add Glyndud speeds consult to CRM 

PH   CR&M 
Put speed ltd on 
agenda 

543 Add Cleaning Gates and organising VE Sunday Peace memorial day PH   Cem Com 

547 Arrange next Ordinary Meeting PH    
 

TOTAL FROM 2019/20    
SDCP hearing Loop grant 2250.00  
Edyrnion Allotment Group Not s137 250.00  
Glyndwr Plants Voucher Gift (for exceptional long service) 50.00  
Eydernion Ladies Choir grant 200.00  
Glyndyfyrdwy Carnival grant 200.00  
Ysgol CaerDrewyn grant 1800.00  
Glyndyfydwy Community Enterprise grant 350.00  
Owain Glyndwr Festival grant 100.00  
Urdd Eisteddfod appeal grant 200.00  
Owain Glyndwr Memorial Hall grant 2300.00  
CAB grant 600.00  
Cadwyn Adfywio grant  2500.00  
Royal British Legion grant 52.00  
TOTAL SPEND SO FAR, THIS financial YEAR  13,302.0
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