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Minutes of the Corwen Town Council
Cemetery Committee Meeting

held 19th July 2017 at the Sports Pavilion, Corwen

Present: Cllrs Portia Cowley, Chris Jones, Debbie Jones,
Geraint Lloyd and Mark Thomas.
In attendance was the Relief Clerk & RFO David Rose.
No members of the public were in attendance.

Absences: none

Meeting commenced at 19:00

C 1 Apologies for absence:

Cllr Anyon who has now resigned as a Councillor.

C 2 Declaration of interests:

The Clerk read the statement.

No interests were declared.

C 3 Public participation session:

No members of the public were present.

C 4 Election of Chairman and Vice-chairman:

The Relief Clerk conducted the election.

The Relief Clerk called for nominations for the office of Chairman.

Cllr Cowley nominated Cllr Thomas as Chairman and this was seconded.
Cllr Thomas accepted the nomination. Cllr C Jones was nominated, not
seconded and did not wish to accept the nominations. There were no further
nominations for Chairman so Cllr Thomas was duly elected Chairman of the
Cemetery Committee to serve until 31st March 2018.

Cllr Thomas then took his place as Chairman.

The Relief Clerk called for nominations for the office of Vice-chairman.

Cllr Cowley nominated Cllr D Jones and was seconded by Cllr C Jones. Cllr
D Jones accepted the nomination. There were no further nominations for
Vice-chairman so Cllr D Jones was duly elected Vice-chairman of the
Cemetery Committee to serve until 31st March 2018.
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C 5 Questions to the Chairman or Relief Clerk:

None received

C 6 Cemetery and Churchyard grass cutting:

The new grass cutting contract was reviewed as approved at Council on 12th

July. Questions arose concerning the grass cutting in Carrog. It is believed
that the grass cutting was being done by someone in Carrog and was taken
on by Council after 2010 but that the churchyard was not officially adopted by
Council. It was thought that the churchyard was handed over to Council in
about 1924.

It was resolved that the Relief Clerk would write to Canon Martin Snellgrove
to establish exactly the legal position concerning maintenance of the
churchyard.

It was resolved that Cllrs C Jones and Thomas would conduct some
research into the ownership of Carrog Churchyard and report back.

C 7 Safety of gravestones and monuments:

A discussion ensued and images were viewed of dangerously unstable
gravestones and monuments in Carrog Churchyard and Corwen Cemetery.

Certain decisions and actions were taken by the former Clerks Mrs Pam
Williams and Mrs Lowri Ellis concerning Corwen Cemetery. It was resolved
that the Relief Clerk would e-mail Mrs Williams to ask if Cllr Thomas can call
and collect all of the remaining Council property and document from Mrs Ellis’
home one evening after 5pm.

It was resolved that the Relief Clerk will add to the letter to Canon
Snellgrove questions concerning the ownership and safety responsibility of
the gravestones and monuments in Carrog Churchyard.

C 8 to review any correspondence received that requires attention:

a) The request to install a bench that was received from Mrs Jones was
referred to Committee from Council on 12th July. It was resolved to
approve the installation subject to an agreement on exact location and the
signing of a contract covering installation, use, maintenance and
ownership. It was resolved that the Relief Clerk will write to Mrs Jones
to confirm the installation in principle and contact her son, James, by
telephone to advise him of the arrangements. It was resolved that Cllr
Thomas would meet with James at Corwen Cemetery to confirm the
location and mark the area with yellow spray paint. The Relief Clerk will
give Cllr Thomas the contact details for James. It was resolved that the
Relief Clerk would draw up a DRAFT contract and circulate to the
Committee for comment.





CEMETERY COMMITTEE MEETING

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED

AGENDA
19th July 2017

1. to receive apologies for absence
2. Clerk to read Declaration of Interests statement
3. Members are invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests in items of business itemised on

the Agenda [standing orders No. 20 d)]

Public Participation Session
This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about

and comment on items on the Agenda. Time for this session is limited to 10 minutes.

4. Election of Chairman and Vice-chairman
5. Questions to the Chairman or Relief Clerk – [standing orders No. 29]

a. none received
6. Cemetery and Churchyard Grass Cutting

a. to review the grass cutting arrangements
7. Safety of gravestones and monuments

a. to discuss the recent incident reported and resolve a way forward
8. to review any correspondence received that requires attention
9. Items brought to the Committee’s attention by Councillors
10. Date of next Committee Meeting to be agreed

David Rose
Relief Clerk & RFO to the Town Council


