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RUSSIA 
 ‘ARMY 2021’ 

Kubinka Airbase, Patriots Park & Alabino; 

Kubinka Aircraft Repair Plant;  

& Medyn Aircraft Collection 
 

As your Tour Operator IAAT has a duty of care toward its travellers so the following conditions have been 
added to our 2021 itineraries. 
 

In light of the ongoing COVID-19 virus, tours will only operate if: 

 The UK travel ban to the country or countries has been lifted 

 The host country or countries has no travel ban in place 

 The advice from www.gov.uk states there are no health restrictions in the host country or 
countries. 

 

This event is one of the world’s leading exhibitions of 
arms and military equipment and is a major ‘shop 
window’ for the huge Russian armament industry; it  
features hundreds of military vehicles as well as many 
thousands of other items of military hardware.  
 

Undoubtedly the biggest attraction for aviation 
enthusiasts and photographers is the number and 

different types of Russian military aircraft, large and 
small, fixed and rotary wing that participate in the live-

firepower flying demonstrations. All fixed and 
rotary wing participants operate out of Kubinka 
AB. Different aircraft arrive/depart most days - so 
participating aircraft can and do change daily!  
 

Based on feedback from our previous and very popular tours to this event, we have added an extra day. 
 
We await the release of the daily timetable and only then can you decide your daily programme. There 
are 3 ARMY sites and you have the choice to go where you want each day. Most people on our previous 
ARMY tours spent one day at Patriots Park/Alabino and the others days on Kubinka: some spent every 
day on the base. 
 

 Kubinka Airbase 

 Patriots Park Expo Site 
 the Alabino tank ground with live fire power demo and air show 

 

In addition, we see the various types of aircraft at the Kubinka Aircraft Repair Plant. 
 

For those who would like to see something in addition to the ARMY event, we include a full-day excursion 
to the Kaluga Region, southwest of Moscow, to the town of Medyn: see page 2.  
 

We are purposely not staying in the centre of Moscow – with its horrendous traffic congestion: our hotel 
is located just over an hours drive from Kubinka AB and less than hour from Patriots Park (from where 
there is sole access to the Alabino live-firing ground).  

 
We fly on the scheduled services of Aeroflot from London’s Heathrow Airport; transportation in country is 
by air-conditioned coach (please see appropriate paragraph on page 5 “General Information”); we stay 6 
nights at Doubletree Hilton-Vnukovo Airport on a Full Board basis (bed, breakfast, packed lunch and 

evening meal); and in addition to an Ian Allan Tour Manager we are also accompanied by a local English-
speaking guide. 

PROVISIONAL ITINERARY & GENERAL INFORMATION 
Sunday, 22nd – Sunday, 29th August 

 

mailto:graham.dinsdale@ianallan.co.uk
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PROVISIONAL ITINERARY (all times local and approximate) 

 

DAY 1: SUNDAY, 22nd AUGUST 
Between 08:00 and 08:40 please check-in with Aeroflot in Terminal 2 at London’s Heathrow Airport. Then 
meet your Ian Allan Tour Manager and fellow enthusiasts who will be gathering in the immediate area.  
Latest check-in time advised by the airline is 2 hours prior to departure, i.e. 08:40 
 

 Heathrow Airport, Terminal 2   Flight: SU 2581            Departs: 10:40 
 Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport, Terminal D                    Arrives:  16:35 
 
After Passport Control we collect our luggage from Baggage Reclaim, proceed through Customs and, in 
the Arrivals Hall, meet our local guide.  
 

We then transfer to the Doubletree Hilton-Vnukovo Airport. The hotel is connected to Vnukovo Airport via 
a tunnel located just around the corner from the hotel and offers easy railway access into the centre of 
Moscow; there is an all-day dining restaurant and two bars, wi-fi, a fitness centre, Turkish bath and 
indoor pool. We stay 7 nights on a Full Board basis. Website: https://www.hilton.ru/hotels/doubletree-
by-hilton-moscow-vnukovo-airport/?WT.mc_id=zvsEC0RU1DT2NaturalSearch3GoogleMyBusiness4luau-

vnukovo_May5luau6VKOAPDI7EN8i1  
 

Kubinka AB is less than an hour’s drive away.  
 

DAYS 2 - 7: MONDAY, 23rd – SATURDAY, 28th AUGUST 
We depart the hotel each morning at 08:00 for Kubinka AB, the first drop-off point. You have the choice 
of staying all day on-base or at Patriots Point/Alabino. 

 
It is from Kubinka AB that ALL the military aircraft taking part 
in the ‘Army 2021’ flying programme will take off and land – 
including those doing live-firing on the Alabino tank ground 32 
miles away.  
 
Our coach will then immediately continue to the second drop-

off point: Patriots Park, the main site of the exhibition with its 
halls etc., and/or the Alabino site. Website: 

www.rusarmyexpo.com/ 
 
It is only from Patriots Park that you can enter the Alabino 
firepower and testing ground, using the dedicated shuttle 

coach service. 
 
Also at the Park is a superb aviation collection with 30 military aircraft on display in an uncluttered and 
open area. Outside are many post-war military vehicles, tanks, missiles and a submarine. The nearby 
museum includes many tanks, including some rare German WW2 types, plus vehicles, motorbikes etc. 
 
Alabino has 2 ‘shows’ per day: one in the morning and one in the afternoon, each lasting 1-2 hours. The 

2021 programme has not yet been released but, like previous occasions, should include single and multi-
aircraft ‘acts’ and display teams (especially on the Saturday and Sunday public days).      
 

Like previous ARMY events, we are assuming that one of the days 
will be designated a pilots “rest day” with no flying taking place.  On 
this day we will offer an optional full day excursion to Medyn.  

 
Here we visit the collection of nearly 40 classic Soviet Air Force types 

plus a French Mystere 4A. We only recently ‘discovered’ this 
remarkable collection and you will be our second group to visit (after 
our MAKS group in July). 
 
Or, you can enjoy some time in Moscow as you wish. The hotel is 
connected to Vnukovo Airport via a tunnel located just around the 

corner from the hotel and offers easy railway access into the centre 
of Moscow (transfers at own expense). 
 
 

mailto:graham.dinsdale@ianallan.co.uk
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On one of the days when we are on Kubinka AB, we will give you the 

opportunity to take time out to visit the Kubinka Aircraft Repair Plant 
which usually has a good selection of aircraft on display outside (we 

will also ask to see those inside the factory: to be confirmed). 
Website: www.flickr.com/photos/ajw1970/sets/72157631342550628/ 
. Or you can remain on the airbase itself.          
 
We arrive back at our hotel each evening around 18:00: the 

authorities usually start to move people off the base as soon as the 
‘ARMY flights’ have finished at 17:00. 

 

DAY 7: SUNDAY, 29th AUGUST 
Having checked-out of the hotel we depart at 09:00 and spend some time in the centre of Moscow, in 

Red Square; here you can see Lenin’s Mausoleum, the colourful St Boris Cathedral, and the world-famous 
GUM department store – it’s actually a huge and very beautiful, historic arcade on several levels – with 
shops, cafes and restaurants. Or maybe use the time to look inside the Kremlin (at own expense). 
 
At 11:15 we drive out to Sheremetyevo Airport and check in with Aeroflot for our flight back to London;  
recommended latest check-in time is 2 hours prior to departure: 12:45. 

 
 Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport  Flight: SU 2572                   Departs: 14:45 
 Heathrow Airport, Terminal 2                       Arrives: 16:50 
 
Whilst waiting for our luggage in Baggage Reclaim we take the opportunity to bid each other farewell – 
until the next time our paths cross. 
 
 

 
TOUR PRICE 

PER PERSON 
 

 
TOUR: 227122 

  
From: £ 1,598.00 Package price based on sharing a twin bedded room on a Full Board 

basis: breakfast, packed lunch and evening meal as stated 

 
From: £ 268.00 

 
Single room supplement 

 
On request 

 
Land-only (NO flights) PLEASE SPEAK WITH ONE OF OUR 
CONSULTANTS BEFORE BOOKING 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:graham.dinsdale@ianallan.co.uk
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TOUR PRICE INCLUDES 

 
 Return flights on the scheduled services of 

Aeroflot, as stated  
 UK and Russian airport taxes, and UK 

Passenger Service Charge 
 Coach transfers (except to/from Alabino) 

 6 nights hotel accommodation 
 Full Board throughout: breakfast, packed 

lunch and evening meal 
 6 days admission to ‘Army 2021’ 
 Services of a local-English speaking guide 

throughout 
 Services of an Ian Allan Tour Manager 

throughout 
 

NOT INCLUDED 
 
 Visa – see page 5 

 Travel insurance – see page 7 
 Optional visit to the Medy aircraft collection  
 Personal expenditure, e.g. telephone calls, 

laundry, drinks, etc. 
 Tips and gratuities  
 
All photos (except Medyn and where stated) courtesy 

of Alan Wilson (2017 tour). 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
 

 

 
 

Payment for Ian Allan Aviation Tours 
A deposit of £400.00 per person should accompany your Booking Form, with the balance due 10 weeks 
prior to the tour’s departure.  Please see your Booking Confirmation/Invoice for the exact date.  Please 

note that a reminder of the payment date will not be sent.   
 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) Consular Advice 
The FCO's consular service is a major operation. Every hour of every day consular staff around the world 
are advising and helping British nationals. For up-to-date passport, visa and security information, we 
suggest you visit www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice 
 

In addition, the Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA) provides both a web site http://abta.com/go-
travel and an Information Line, telephone: 020 3117 0599. This line is open between the hours 10:00 – 
16:00, Monday-Friday (excluding bank holidays). 
 
Coach Travel 
Ian Allan Aviation Tours only use coaches chartered from reputable companies, with a driver. Where we 

have had to cancel a tour, due to the small number of bookings, we have looked at the possibility of 
renting a 16-18 seater minibus, with our tour manager driving. However, without exception, the hiring of 
such a vehicle is illegal if any of the occupants make any payment towards the rental price, fuel and/or 
other expenses - known as “for hire or reward”.  Any such rental, made without these facts being known 
to the rental company at the time of booking, also invalidates all insurance covering the vehicle, contents 
and persons. The DVLA has also confirmed that any “for hire or reward” rental could breach the normal 
driving classification of a standard UK driver’s license.  Therefore, we do not undertake any tours using 

rented 9-18 seater minibuses with either our tour manager, or a member of the group, driving. 
 
Passports and Visas 

You must have a Full passport, which must be valid for at least 6 months beyond your intended departure 
date from Russia.   
 
UK passport holders require a tourist visa to enter Russia. Please check with the Russian Visa Centre for 

requirements if you hold a non-UK passport. 
 
You will need to make a personal visit to submit your application at the Russia Visa Centre in either 
London, Manchester or Edinburgh so that they can take your biometric data (your fingerprints). 
 
The following documents should be submitted to the Russia Visa Centre to obtain a single entry Tourist 

Visa to enter Russia: 
 

1. Your original full passport, with at least 2 consecutive blank pages (passport must be valid for at 
least 6 months after intended departure date from Russia). 

2. Russian visa application form, completed and signed. 
3. One passport-size photo (glued to the form). 

4. Letter from tour company confirming itinerary and the ‘Tourist Voucher and Tourist Confirmation’, 
both of which we will supply. 

5. *Payment of £101.40 (visa cost) + £13.80 per visa for return of visa by secure post. You may 
also collect in person (not Manchester). This fee is for standard processing (20 business days); 
Express service is available at a supplement of £69.20  

 
We strongly recommend that you use the services of ASLA, a private company based in Huntingdon in 
Cambridgeshire who specialise in travel arrangements to Russia. Ian Allan Aviation Tour groups have 
used their expertise for many years. Website: www.asla.co.uk/  

 
For a fee of £31.00 per person, ASLA will assist you in completing the visa application form and will 
ensure your submission is 100% correct, before you apply for your Russian visa. WE STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND THIS OPTION. 

mailto:graham.dinsdale@ianallan.co.uk
http://abta.com/go-travel
http://abta.com/go-travel
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__russia-2Dvisacentre.com_en_visa_united-2Dkingdom_russia&d=DwMFAw&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zicX8qnlugDTA3-G6T1TVn1ResrDBL_2NgjfGrUeXRY&m=AaGyRPVCDO1px9DDNvOG0BDvXJEQxHISmSYtXABpLz8&s=KUrPCCxriS6n_lYcO9gx7oQqC4DFIZ_Gxp_ZLNynVpM&e=
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*All information and prices quoted are correct as of January 2021 but are subject to change at the 

discretion of the Russian authorities. 
 

Full details on how to complete and submit the application (6 pages) will be sent to you on receipt of your 
booking. However, if you wish to see the details before you book please contact us and we will forward a 
copy. 
 
Full details on how to complete and submit the application (6 pages) will be sent to you on receipt of your 

booking. If you wish to see the details before you book please contact us and we will forward a copy. 
 
Baggage Regulations – Aeroflot – Departing from London’s Heathrow Airport 
Checked Baggage: Aeroflot will transport 1 piece of ‘checked’ baggage per person free of charge, the 
total dimensions of which must not exceed 190cm x 75cm x 65cm (75in x 29½in x 25½in), including the 
handle, pockets and wheels. Maximum weight is 23kg (50lb). 

 
Cabin Baggage: for travel out of London’s Heathrow Airport you may take 1 carry-on bag (and 1 
personal item). Your main piece of hand baggage can be up to the dimensions of 56cm x 45cm x 25cm 
(22in x 18in x 10in), including handles and wheels. You must be able to lift the bag into the overhead 
locker unaided. Carry-on baggage must be stowed in carry-on compartments of the aircraft, under a 

seat, or in an overhead locker. Your bag must also fit into the bag gauge, available at the check-in area. 
All larger-sized items must go in the aircraft’s hold. 

 
Hand, or cabin, baggage is limited to one item no bigger than 25cm (9.85 inches) deep x 56cm (22 
inches) long x 45m (17½ inches) high, and which you must be able to lift unaided into the overhead 
locker onboard the aircraft, plus one ‘personal item’, i.e. laptop, briefcase, etc.. 
 
Limited quantities of liquids are allowed as hand baggage but must be carried separately through security 
in a clear plastic, zip-top or re-sealable bag that does not exceed 20cm x 20cm (8 inches x 8 inches), or 

quart size. Individual containers must not exceed 90ml or 3 American ounces, and items must fit in the 
bag comfortably and the bag must be completely closed. The bag can only contain:  Shampoo, suntan 
lotions, creams, toothpaste, hair gel and hair spray, perfumes, cosmetics such as mascara and lip gloss, 
water and other drinks, soups and syrups and other items of a similar consistency. 
 
Hand baggage can include:  Electronic equipment including mobile phones, digital cameras and MP3 

players (such as i-Pods). Laptops must be removed from the bag for x-ray.  Prescription medicines in 

liquid form, e.g. diabetic kit. 
 
All electrical devices, e.g. cameras, laptops, i-pads, mobile phones etc, must be fully charged.  
If not they, and you, may have to undergo additional security checks which could result in you missing 
your flight; in which case – depending on the co-operation of the airline - you may have to purchase new 
tickets (if you do not board your first flight then all other flights are automatically cancelled). 

 
At security all remaining items should be placed in the tray provided for screening, e.g. car keys and 
fobs, cash, solid food, books, newspapers, cigarettes and tobacco, belts and shoes. Pushchairs and 
walking aids are permitted but must be x-ray screened. All wheelchairs will be subject to search. Please 
note, you may be subject to a hand search by the security team and required to remove footwear to be 
x-ray screened. 
 

Once in the departure lounge passengers may purchase certain items in any shop and take it onto the 
aircraft as normal.  Passengers may be subject to a secondary search at the departure gate before 
boarding. Any items not on the approved list will be removed.   
 

As baggage regulations can change with little warning, due to security requirements, you are strongly 
advised to contact the airline for the latest information nearer to the time of your departure.      

 
Baggage Weight Restrictions – UK Airports 
Since 1st June 2004, any single piece of checked baggage weighing more than 70lbs (32kgs) has not 
been accepted at check-in by any airline operating from UK airports. Please bear this in mind when 
packing your suitcase. 
 
Meals 

On this tour breakfast, a packed lunch and the evening meal are included, as stated. 
 
 

mailto:graham.dinsdale@ianallan.co.uk
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Health Requirements 

There are no known mandatory or recommended precautions for visiting Russia; however, we 
recommend you consult your local doctor or health centre for the latest information. 

 
Climate 
The month of August should be warm and sunny with temperatures around 23°C (73°F), but during heat 
waves, which can occur anytime from May to September, daytime temperature highs often top 30°C 
(86°F), sometimes for one or two weeks. We also recommend waterproofs for any wayward shower. You 

may wish to check the on-line 7-day advance weather forecast before packing your suitcase! 
 
Local Currency 
The currency is the Russian Rouble.  
 
For several years it has been illegal to charge for goods or services in any currency other than Roubles, 

and no longer will taxi drivers or café/bar staff take other currencies like US Dollars, Euros or Sterling. 
Recent legislation has dramatically cut the number of places you can exchange money, although there 
are still many more bureaux de change in Moscow than in most European cities, some open 24-hours. It 
is easier to change US Dollars and Euros; other currencies are normally only changeable at larger banks 
or central exchange offices. Commission is normally negligible.  

 
Buying Roubles abroad is usually extremely difficult, and exchange rates, at least for Dollars and Euros, 

are much more competitive in Moscow. If you want to carry cash, then bring it in one of those currencies. 
 
An easy way to access funds is through ATM machines once you get to Moscow; there are many 
throughout the city and are also to be found in most hotels, in metro stations and outside banks. The 
flat-rate charges are small, and exchange rates are normally reasonable (although there's little way of 
checking beforehand). 
 

Credit and bank cards are now widely accepted in large shops, most restaurants (including fast-food 
outlets), and larger bars and nightclubs. Check before you order, however, as some businesses don't 
consider it a major problem if their card terminals are out-of-order for a few days. Visa and MasterCard 
are accepted almost everywhere, while American Express and Diner's Club can rarely be used. 
 
You should also be aware that, due to high instances of card fraud emanating from Russia, some Western 

banks need to be notified of your travel plans, otherwise they may block your card automatically after the 

first time you use it in Russia, whether to make a payment or withdraw cash. 
 
Traveller's cheques are the safest option, and can now be exchanged in any branch of Sberbank, Russia's 
national savings bank, and several other large banks. However, our itinerary does not include any time 
for visiting banks which would reduce the time spent on the aviation visits.  
 

Travel Insurance 
For citizens of the United Kingdom, Ian Allan Aviation Tours are able to offer competitive and 
comprehensive insurance cover.  However, if you do not wish to take out our insurance, you must ensure 
that comparable or greater cover is taken.  The number of your Insurance Policy should be written, if 
known, on your Booking Form at the time of making the reservation, but no later than the date when 
final payment is due.  A copy of the policy must be forwarded to Eton Travel Ltd. 
 

Individual insurance policies are arranged through CoverMore Insurance Services Limited; the premiums 
for which will vary according to your circumstances.  Full details are available on request. 
 
These policies also include cover for non-scheduled flights, i.e. pleasure flights, where the aircraft is 

licensed and insured to undertake such flights, and where a payment is made. 
 

NOTE: You will be required to provide proof of travel insurance with your visa application. 
 
Wheelchair Assistance at Airports. 
Anyone requiring wheelchair assistance at airports must have this service requested and confirmed in 
advance. Airlines and/or airports can no longer provide this service without prior confirmation, therefore, 
please annotate your booking form accordingly. 
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Flexible Itinerary 

We are very happy for enthusiasts to take time away from the printed itinerary to pursue their own 
interests so long as they inform the Tour Manager.  It will be the individual’s responsibility to ensure that 

they re-join the group in the hotel at the stated time on the day of departure. 
 
Land Only Price 
If you would prefer to join the tour in Moscow (instead of flying from London’s Heathrow Airport with the 
main group), we will be very pleased to provide a ‘Land Only’ price: NO FLIGHTS will be included.  

 
You are strongly advised to contact us before making your own flight arrangements in the event that 
there has been a change to the published itinerary.   
 
Please note that the ‘Land only’ price is based on you meeting up with the group on their arrival at 
Moscow’s Sheremetyevo Airport and includes the transfer to the hotel at Vnukovo Airport. Should your 

arrival (and/or departure) not coincide with the group’s we recommend you book and pre-pay for a car 
and driver through us. The transfer back to Sheremetyevo Airport on Day 7 is also included.  
 
Pleasure Flights – Disclaimer 
Should you undertake any pleasure/sightseeing flights which have not been offered or sanctioned by us, 

Ian Allan Aviation Tours will not be held liable for any injuries or death resulting thereon.  
 

Tours Affected by World Events or Unforeseen/Unplanned Circumstances 
In an ever-changing world, events may occur immediately before or during a tour that result in 
cancellations or changes to the tour itinerary.  For example, an increase in security may result in an 
approved visit being cancelled by the host, etc..  Ian Allan Aviation Tours cannot be held responsible for 
any tour being cancelled, or itineraries affected, due to world events or circumstances beyond our 
control. 
 

*  *  * 
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