
In the history of the United Kingdom, the Victorian 
era was the period of Queen Victoria's reign, from 20 
June 1837 until her death on 22 January 1901. The 
era followed the Georgian period and preceded the 

Edwardian period. 

 
20 June 1837 
Victoria comes to the throne after the 
death of William IV 

July 1848 

Public Health Act aims to reduce 
death rates 
14 December 1861 
Victoria's husband, Prince Albert, dies 
aged 42 
2 August 1880 
Education becomes compulsory for 
children under ten 
22 January 1901 
Victoria dies and is succeeded by Ed-
ward VII 

During the 1800s During the 1800s the Industrial Revo-

lution spread throughout Britain. 

 Powerful machines (run by steam) were invented 

that could run whole factories 

 This led to a massive increase in the number of 

factories (particularly in textile factories or mills) 

 In 1837, Britain was still a rural nation with 80% 

of the population living in the countryside.  

 Most people were farmers or spun wool and cot-

ton to weave into cloth.  

 Machines were invented that could do these jobs.  

 This left many people out of work, so they flocked 

to the towns in search of jobs in new industries.  

 By the middle of the nineteenth century over 50% 
of the population lived in towns and cities. 



During the years of Queen Victoria’s reign, attitudes towards children’s education 

changed dramatically and by the later Victorian years both boys and girls, no matter 

what their background, were able to go to school. 

 In early Victorian Britain, many children did not go to school.  

 School had not yet become compulsory. Children from poorer families often 

worked in order to help their families who did not have much money.  

 Poorer families often relied on their children to bring in extra money that they 

needed to survive.  

 Girls, whether rich or poor, tended not to go to school in early Victorian times. 

With the exception of a small number of very wealthy girls who attended 

boarding school, most girls either worked if they were poor or if they were 

wealthy were taught by a governess at home.  

 Through the Victorian era, the government made gradual steps towards a more 

robust schooling system in Britain. 

 By the 1860s, more than 40,000 of London’s poorest children were taught at 

Ragged Schools and by 1861, there were lots more schools available for chil-

dren to attend, generally set up by individuals or organisations, but most of 

them not free.  


