
Explorer Link: tried to be the first  Summary Travel and Exploration Location 

Christopher 

Columbus 

Wanted to be the first to 

sail West 

See Chris Quigley knowledge organiser.  

Scott  

of the 

Antarctic  

Was in a race to be the 

first to reach the South 

Pole 

• Robert Falcon Scott 
became a naval cadet 
at the age of 13  

• Served on a number of 
Royal Navy ships in the 
1880s and 1890s 

• Royal Geographical 
Society appointed him 
to command the  
National Antarctic  
Expedition 1901-1904  

• The whaling ship Terra Nova left Cardiff, Wales in June 1910 and the expedition set off in 
October 1911, with mechanical sledges, ponies and dogs. 

• Sledges and ponies couldn’t cope with the conditions so the expedition carried on without 
them.  

• In mid-December, the dog teams also turned back leaving Scott, Wilson, Oates, Bowers and 
Evans to face the ascent of the Beardmore Glacier and the polar  
plateau.  

• 17th January 1912, they reach the pole only to find that a Norwegian party, led by Roald 
Amundsen, had beaten them there. 

• They started the 1,500km journey back.  

• Evans died mid-February. By March, Oates was suffering from severe frostbite and, knowing 
he was holding back his team, walked out into the freezing conditions never to be  
seen again. The three remaining men died of starvation and exposure in their tent  
on 29th March 1912. They were only 20km from their pre-arranged supply depot. 

• Eight months later, a search party found their bodies.  

• Antarctica is in the 
South Pole,  
surrounded by the 
Southern Ocean 

•  Fifth largest continent 
based on size but 
smallest in population 

• Driest and oldest  
continent on Earth  

 

Amelia  

Earhart 

First woman to fly solo 
across the Atlantic 
Ocean 

• Born in Atchison,  
Kansas, USA on 24th 
July 1987 

• First plane flight on 
28th December 1920  

• First flying lesson at 23 
years old 

• July 1921, she bought 
her first plane - a bright 
yellow plane which she 
named “The Canary” 

• American aviation  
pioneer  

• October 1922, Amelia Earhart broke the women’s altitude record.  

• May 1923, she got her pilot’s license - the 16th woman in the world to receive one.  

• June 1928, she became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic, alongside two male pilots. 

• May 1932, she became the second person to fly solo across the Atlantic and the first woman 

• First attempted world flight in March 1937 but had to delay due to propeller problems  

• On 20th May 1937, Amelia and her navigator, Fred Noonan, left Oakland USA and began her 
biggest adventure to fly around the world. It was a journey of 29,000 miles and was to end 
at the same place it had started.  

• On 2nd July 1937, Amelia and Fred Noonan tried to make the next flight of their trip, from 
New Guinea to Howland Island in the Pacific. However, the weather was bad with cloud and 
rain showers. The island they were going to land on (Howland Island) was extremely small so 
two American ships, who were on the path they would be flying, were ordered to burn ever 
light to act as markers to guide them in.  

• Sadly, due to poor weather and low fuel, Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan never  
made it to Howland Island. A lighthouse was built on Howland Island in her memory. 

• Went missing on 2nd July 1937, somewhere over the Pacific Ocean  

• Atlantic Ocean  

• World flight was  
originally planed  
to leave California and 
head west across the 
Pacific  

• Second attempt was 
reversed to fly  
Eastward: Oakland, 
Miami, South  
America, Africa, India, 
South-East Asia,  
Australia, Lae in Papua 
New Guinea, then 
across the Pacific  

Neil  

Armstrong 

First man to walk on the 

moon 

See Chris Quigley knowledge organiser.  

Exploration: to investigation and discover new things.  

Exploration can be a journey, discovery or a new invention. 



Timeline 

1451 1492 1868 1897 1911 1930 1932 1966 1969 2014/2015 2020 

CC was born. CC set sail. 
S of A was 

born. 
AE was born. 

S of A tried 

to reach the  

South Pole. 

NA was 

born. 

AE flew solo 

across the  

Atlantic. 

NA’s first 

flight. 

NE walked 

on the 

moon. 

Children 

born. 
Now 

Newer New Older / old  

Past Present 

Vocabulary  

Word Definition 

altitude The height of an object or point in relation to sea or ground level  

aviation The flying or operation of an aircraft  

beyond living memory Events that occurred in the past, before those living now were born 

continent The world’s main continuous expanses of land (Europe, Asia, Africa, 

North America, South America, Australia, Antarctica) 

expedition A journey undertaken by a group of people with a particular purpose, 

especially exploration, research or war 

frostbite Injury to body tissue from exposure to extreme cold, typically 

affecting the nose, fingers or toes  

hazardous Risky or dangerous  

ocean A large expanse of sea  

pioneer A person who is among the first to explore or a develop a method for 

others to follow 

Christian Values 

Courage Fellowship 

Perseverance  Trust 

Hope Humility 

National Curriculum Foci 

 

• Comparing famous people from history (Neil Armstrong, Christopher 
Columbus, Amelia Earhart, Scott of the Antarctic) 

• To learn about events beyond living memory  

• To learn about significant historical events  

• To know and recount episodes from stories about the past  

• To use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction  






