
 
A Resolution in Support of H.R. 312 

The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirmation Act 
Passed by the Framingham Democratic Committee 

 
WHEREAS, The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s citizens are currently suffering a massive loss 
of resources and services due to the uncertainty of the trust status of the Reservation.  
 
WHEREAS, Millions of dollars of funding are being lost or delayed for the Tribal land’s clean 
water program, the withholding of those funds is adversely impacting Tribal children’s education 
through the Tribe’s  Mukayuhsak Weekuw immersion pre-school and kindergarten and critical 
community service programs.  
 
WHEREAS, the withholding and delaying of funds also constitutes a direct threat to emergency 
services, housing and substance abuse program that’s desperately needed to combat the opioid 
epidemic. 
 
WHEREAS, having land held in trust by the federal government essentially gives a tribe 
autonomy to make decisions over how to tax, develop and manage a plot of land. The decision to 
take land into trust is typically made by the U.S. Department of the Interior, which had OK'd the 
trust status for the Mashpee land in 2015. 

WHEREAS, in September of 2018, the Interior Department reversed its decision to place the 
321 acres of tribal land in Trust, after a legal challenge brought by 25 residents of the city of 
Taunton, and as a result of pressure exerted upon the Secretary of the Interior, by the President. 

WHEREAS, opponents of the implementation of the Trust, egged on by a mean-spirited Tweet 
from President Donald J. Trump in May of 2019, called direct attention to the tribe's plan for 
a $1 billion casino in Taunton, and imploring withdrawal of support of this bipartisan legislation 
claiming it to be a “special interest bill backed by Elizabeth (Pocahontas) Warren.”  

WHEREAS, tribal Chairman Cedric Cromwell said in a statement responding to the president's 
tweet. “The Mashpee Wampanoag have been working toward the return of our sovereign lands 
for nearly a half century… [The bill] is a deeply honorable legislative effort by both Republican 
and Democratic members of the House of Representatives to correct the significant wrongs that 
have been perpetrated against our Tribe over the years, and to ensure that our people have a 
chance to be self-sufficient.” 

WHEREAS, if their land loses federal trust status, the tribe would likely have to shut down 
multiple establishments, like its police department, a natural resources agency and the beginnings 
of an affordable housing development.  

WHEREAS, Tribal officials say the tribe's language immersion school, Mukayuhsak Weekuw, 
would also be in limbo without the ability to operate on sovereign tribal land. 



WHEREAS, H.R. 312 is a bipartisan bill, which, upon its enactment into law would be a major 
positive step in undoing the grave injustices that the indigenous peoples have suffered in their 
history. 

WHEREAS, H.R. 312 passed the House of Representatives on May 15, 2019 by a 275 – 146 
margin, the bill has advanced to the Senate, where it is on the Senate Legislative Calendar under 
General Orders, Calendar No. 92 

WHEREAS, this Congressional action to reaffirm a tribe's federal land trust status after a legal 
challenge is not unprecedented. In 2014, Congress passed the Gun Lake Trust Land 
Reaffirmation Act, to preserve the trust status of the Gun Lake Tribe in Michigan. The 
constitutionality of that law was also challenged and was upheld by the Supreme Court in 2018 
in Patchak v. Zinke, 138 S.Ct. 897 (2018). 

WHEREAS, The Framingham Democratic Committee supports the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe’s rights to full use and enjoyment of its ancestral lands. 

NOW THEREFORE, The Framingham Democratic Committee stands in support of the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirmation Act, H.R. 312, as it reaffirms the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Reservation as trust land in Massachusetts. 
 
FURTHERMORE,  The Framingham Democratic Committee condemns the actions of the 
Trump Administration as being Anti-Indigenous and racist. 
 
FURTHERMORE, The Framingham Democratic Committee urges passage of the bill by the 
U.S Senate expeditiously, and calls on the Massachusetts Senatorial Delegation to take such 
steps as necessary to advance it on the Senate Calendar. 
 
Passed this 20th day of October, 2019, by a vote of ___ For, ___ Against, and ___ Abstaining. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Beverly Hugo, Chair 
 
 


