
  

History Curriculum- Holy Cross Catholic Primary School 

 

History 
Key Stage 1 

Pupils should develop: 
• (A)An awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

• (B)They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of 
life in different periods.  

• (C)They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

• (D)They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of 
events.  

• (E)They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  
 

Pupils should be taught about:   
• (1) Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life  

• (2) Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]   

• (3) The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects 
of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, 
Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell 

• (4) Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  
 Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 Terms 5 and 6 

Year 1 TOYS 
 

TRAVEL, TRANSPORT AND THE WRIGHT BROTHERS Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell 

NC Strand (1)Changes within living memory. (2) Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
(4) Significant historical events, people and places in their 
own locality – brief introduction to Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel in preparation for an in depth study in Year 2. 

(1)Changes within living memory. 
 

(2) Events beyond living memory 
 
(3)The lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. 

Historical 
Enquiry  

• What are our toys like today? 

• What are other people’s toys like? 

• How can we tell if toys are old? 

• How has transport developed and improved over the 
years? 

•How do we know about things that happened in the past? 



(Key Qs): • What were our grandparents’ toys like 
and how do we know? 

• How can we set up a toy   museum? 

• When were motor cars invented and how have their 
designs improved over the years? 

• What did the Wright brothers do to become famous? 

•How did the Wright brothers manage to be the first to 
launch a man-powered flight? 

•What were passenger trains like in the past? 

•What did Isambard Kingdom Brunel do with trains in 
Swindon? – school trip question 

•What did Florence do that made her famous and why is she 

still remembered today? 

•How have hospitals changed since Florence improved the 

hospital in Scutari? 

•Who was Edith Cavell and what made her famous? 

•Who was the greater heroine? 

Knowledge • Past generations and the toys that they 
played with  
• Chronology and characteristic features  of 
toys over time 

• Accurate terms for the passing of time 

• What the transport was like in the past and how it has 
changed and improved over the years 

• What the first motor car was like and how it has 
developed and improved into the modern day car. 

• Who the Wright brothers were and what they did 

• That the Wright brothers invention was ground-breaking 

• The turning points in the Wright brothers’ fortunes 

• Valid reasons for the Wrights’ success 

• Evidence that survived to tell us what we know about the 
Wright brothers and their achievement 

• How aviation changed as a result of the Wright brothers’ 
work 

• Considering what impact wealth had on the quality of a 
train experience in the past 

• Beginning to understand that the railways were very 
important for Swindon workers (trip to STEAM). 

•Beginning to understand why IKB was famous for railways 
(trip to STEAM) 

•We can use sources to find out information about the past. 

• Who Florence Nightingale was and what she did. 

• Hospitals were dirty, smelly and crowded places before 
Florence. 

•That Florence improved the cleanliness of hospitals by 
introducing clean water, lamps and bandages. 

• That Florence recognised the need to get rid of things such as 
dirty water and clothes. 

•That Florence recognised the need to get rid of rats and 
mouldy food. 

•Who Edith Cavell was and what she did. 

• Chronology: Edith Cavell was a nurse in World War 1. This 
was about 60 years after the Crimean war when Florence was a 
nurse. 

• That there are similarities and differences between the two 
women and what they did. 

•That both women achieved a lot but did so in different ways. 

Understanding • Evidence  

• Changes over time 

• Similarity 

• Difference  

• Chronology 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Evidence 

• Change 

• Causation 

• Significance 

• Chronology 

• Evidence 

• Change  

• Similarity 

• Difference 

• Interpretation 

• chronolgy 

Skills/ 
Communication 

Pupils can: 

• Use the terms ‘same’ and ‘different’ when 
comparing toys. 

• Identify old and new toys. 
 

Pupils can: 

• Compare the types of transport used now and in the past 

• Give reasons why transports have changed and improved 
 
 

Pupils can: 

• Investigate a voice recording and image to find out 
more about Florence Nightingale. 

• Explain what you have learnt about Florence using the 
sources. 



 

• Describe how the toys played with change 
as children grow older 

•Match toys to children of the right age. 
 
 

• Give two reasons why a toy is old, 
beginning to use evidence to justify their 
reasons (focus on signs of wear, material 
and design when describing the toys) 
 
 

•Describe at least two differences between 
toys from 60 years ago and today. 

•Begin to understand that we can learn 
about the past using different evidence: 
asking people, looking at objects and 
photographs. 
 
 

•Make a toy museum to confidently 
communicate their understanding of old 
toys and who would have played with 
them. 

•Consider whether battery-powered, plastic 
toys are better than the wooden toys from 
the past. 

• Describe what early cars were like and how they are 
different from modern cars 

• Discuss how cars have impacted our daily lives 
 

•Find out 5 major developments in flight throughout 
history. 

•Find out about the Wright brothers’ invention of the 
aeroplane. 
 

• Re-tell at least 4 main episodes of the story of the Wright 
brothers’ achievements in sequence 

• Identify the key turning points in the Wright brothers’ 
fortunes. 
 
 

• Describe different style of train carriages in the past and 
how wealth affected the quality of your comfort. 
 
 

•Begin to understand that the railways were very important 
for Swindon workers. 

•Begin to understand why IKB was famous for railways. 

 
 

• Retell main points of Florence Nightingale’s life and 
what she did. 

 
 
 

•Describe what hospitals would have been like before Florence 
Nightingale. 

•Describe two ways in which hospitals have improved since 
Florence Nightingale improved the hospital in Scutari. 
 
 

•Retell main points of Edith Cavell’s life and what she did. 
 

 
 
 
 

• Identify similarities and differences between Florence and 
Edith 

•Give reasons for who the greater heroine is by using evidence 
to justify their reasons. 

Key  
Vocabulary and 
conceptual 
understanding 

Same 
Different  
Old/older 
New/newer 
Used 
Past 
Now/today/present 
Looked after 
Materials 
Evidence 

Flight                       Invent(ions) 
Aviation/aviators       Develop 
Determination            Succeed 
Chronology/Chronological 
Sequence 
Evidence 
Commemorate 
Improve 
 

Rescue 
Evidence 
sources 
Hero/heroine/heroic 
Nurse 
Survived 
wealthy 
Remembered  
Timeline 
Hygiene 
medicine 
Crimean war 
World War 1 
 
 
  



 

  
 
 

Year 2 GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 
 

ISAMBARD KINGDOM BRUNEL 
 

THE SINKING OF THE TITANIC 
 

NC Strand (2) Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally 
 
(1)Changes within living memory. 
 

 

(3)The lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. 
 
(4) Significant historical events, people and places in their 
own locality. 
 

(2) Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally 
or globally 
 
  



  

Historical 
Enquiry (through  
Key Qs): 

• How can we work out why the Great Fire 
started? 

•What actually happened during the Great 
Fire and how can we know for sure 350 
years later? 

•Why did the Great Fire burn down so 
many buildings? 

•Could more have been done to stop the 
Fire? 

•How did people manage to live through 
the Great Fire? 

• How should we rebuild London? 
 

• Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel and how did his 
childhood impact on his career? 

•What did IKB do that put Swindon on the map? 

•What was different about IKB’s SS Great Britain compared 
to other ships from that time? 

•What can we learn from an interview with Brunel? 

•Why was Brunel important and how did he affect people’s 
lives? 

• What do we already know about the Titanic and what can we 
work out from a picture? 

• What was so special about the Titanic and what was life on 
board like? 

• How and why did the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic sink? 

• How should we show the sinking of the Titanic? 

• Why weren’t more people saved from the Titanic? 

• What actions were taken to stop a disaster like the Titanic 
happening again? 

 
 
Knowledge 
 

• How the fire started and the sequence of 
events. 

• How people reacted to the Great Fire 
(including Samuel Pepys). 

• Why the fire spread so fast and why it 
proved so difficult to put out. 

• What sources of evidence help us to learn 
about the Great Fire. 

• How people (including the firefighters) 
worked to extinguish the fire. 

• How people lived through the Great Fire 
and what the government and king did to 
support the homeless. 

• The lessons learned from the Great Fire. 

• Why the Great Fire of London is referred 
to as the Great Fire. 

• Who IKB was. 

• How his education and fascination with Maths and circles, 
led to his early inventions of the steam railway. 

• Brunel’s GWR helped to develop Swindon into an 
industrial worker’s town, where they had worker’s ‘villages 
and baths’. 

• Brunel was extremely important in the industrial age as he 
helped to develop revolutionary railways, bridges, tunnels, 
ships etc. 

• Identify that SS Great Britain was the first ship to be made 
from iron hull, steam engine and a screw propeller.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What the Titanic was and the chronology of the events that 
unfolded 

• What life was like on board the ship 

• The contrasting lifestyles of 1st class and 3rd class passengers 

• How passengers passed their time whilst aboard the Titanic 

• How passengers from different classes spent their final hours 
aboard ship 

• Why the Titanic sunk 

• How people were saved from the Titanic and how people 
were selected for rescue 

• What was learnt from the sinking of Titanic and what 
changed as a result. 

 
Understanding 
 

• Causation 

• Evidence 

• Sequence and chronology 

• Change 
 

• Change 

• Sequence and chronology 

• Evidence 

• Causation 

• Significance 

• Causation 

• Interpretations 

• Evidence 

• Change 

• Sequence and chronology 
 

 
Communication 
 

Pupils can: 

• To use clues from sources to investigate 
when, where and why the Great Fire 
started. 
 

 

Pupils can: 

• Use pictures of IKB to infer who he was and what we think 
he did to become famous. 

• Ask questions about what we see in pictures, to help us 
learn more about IKB. 

Pupils can: 

• Discuss what they already know about the Titanic and use 
our inference skills to learn more by looking at a book cover. 

• Sequence the events of the Titanic 
 
 



• Recall how the fire started and how it 
spread. 

• Understand that we use a range of 
sources, including eyewitness accounts, 
diaries and paintings to build up a reliable 
picture of what actually happened. 

• Select the correct evidence to prove a 
variety of statements about the fire. 
 
 

• Give reasons for why the fire spread so 
quickly and was difficult to extinguish. 
 
 

• Describe how the firefighters tried to 
extinguish the fire and their limitations. 

• Discuss what action was taken to stop the 
fire spreading. 
 
 

• Consider the impact the fire had on the 
lives of people who had lost their homes. 

• Explain where the homeless people went 
after the fire. 

• Begin to understand what the 
government and king did to support people. 
 
 

• Explain how the Great Fire changed future 
construction methods. 

• Apply our knowledge of the causes of the 
Great Fire and attempt to re-design London 
to make sure a fire of that size never takes 
hold again. 

 

• Explain what IKB did as a child that inspired him to be an 
engineer. 
 
 

• Explain how the GWR was important to Swindon (jobs, 
better links with other places).  

 
 

• Compare and explain differences between IKB’s SS Great 
Britain and other ships of the time. 

• Identify 3 key differences between the SS Great Britain 
and any other ship of the time. 
 
 

• Ask questions and find answers about Brunel’s life through 
conducting an interview. 

• Identify some reasons for Brunel’s actions. 
 
 

• Sequence events of Brunel’s life correctly. 

• Identify at least one reason why Brunel is remembered 
today. 
 
 

• Investigate why the Titanic might be thought of as so special 
at the time and why so many wanted to travel on her. 

• Make simple deductions about the contrasting life styles of 
1st and 3rd class passengers. 
 
 

• Understand several reasons for the disaster of the Titanic. 

• Recognise that there are many possible explanations and that 
we can never be totally sure. 
 

 
• Look at a variety of images available to historians, about the 
sinking of the Titanic and compare their similarities and 
differences. 

• Apply our prior knowledge to evaluate and justify choices of 
which evidence is most likely to be accurate. 
 
 

• Consider possible reasons for why more people weren’t 
saved from the Titanic. 

• Evaluate a range of reasons, judging them on their 
plausibility. 
 
 

• Provide valid consequences in terms of lessons learned from 
the Titanic disaster. 

Key  
Vocabulary 
& conceptual 
understanding 

 

Origin/originate 
Ignite             Spread 
Extinguish       Embers 
Scorch(ed)       Cause 
Burning          Effect 
During        Capital city 
Evidence       Fire hook        
Fan (flames)     Spark 

Engineer(ing)           Determination 
Pioneer                    Mathematics 
Innovative                Social care 
Inventor/inventions      health  
Steamship                 wellbeing 
Propeller 
Bridge 
Suspension 

Ship                  Diversity 
Sail                   Privilege                
Sink                  Wealth 
Ocean               Segregation 
Sea                   Rescue 
Iceberg              Selection 
Passenger          Sacrifice 
Class                Pride/Proud 



River Thames 
Jettied houses (jetty) 
Flammable 
Fire brigade      Devastation 

Tunnel  
Dockyard 
Modes (of transport) 
Ambitious 
Industrial revolution 

Sequence           Chronology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History Progression of skills and knowledge KS1 – 
Year 1 
 

Chronological understanding 

 • Understand the difference between things that happened in the past and the present.  

• Describe things that happened to themselves and other people in the past.  

• Order a set of events or objects  

• Use a timeline to place important events. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past  

• Recall some facts about people/events before living memory  

• Say why people may have acted the way they did. 

Historical interpretation  

• Look at books, videos, photographs, pictures and artefacts to find out about the past. 

• Look at secondary sources 

Historical enquiry 

 • Identify different ways in which the past is represented 

 • Explore events, look at pictures and ask questions i.e. “Which things are old and 
which are new?” or “What were people doing?”  

 • Look at objects from the past and ask questions i.e. “What were they used for?” 
and try to answer 

Organisation and communication  

• Sort events or objects into groups (i.e. then and now.)  

• Use timelines to order events or objects. 

• Tell stories about the past.  

• Talk, write and draw about things from the past. 
 

 



History Progression of skills and knowledge KS1 – 
Year 2 
 

Chronological understanding  

• Understand and use the words past and present when telling others about an event.  

• Recount changes in my own life over time.  

• Understand how to put people, events and objects in order of when they happened, using a scale 
the teacher has given me.  

• Use a timeline to place important events. 

• Begin to develop an understanding of duration and why this is important 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past  

• Use information to describe the past.  

• Describe the differences between then and now.  

• Look at evidence to give and explain reasons why people in the past may have 
acted in the way they did.  

• Recount the main events from a significant event in history. 

Historical interpretation  

• Look at and use books and pictures, stories, eye witness accounts, pictures, photographs, artefacts, 
historic buildings, museums, galleries, historical sites and the internet to find out about the past. 

• Begin to question the validity and helpfulness of secondary sources of evidence 

Historical enquiry  

• Identify different ways in which the past is represented.  

• Ask questions to expand their knowledge and understanding of the past.  

• Use a wide range and source of information to answer questions. 

Organisation and communication  

• Describe objects, people or events in history.  

• Use timelines to order events or objects or place significant people.  

• Communicate ideas about people, objects or events from the past in speaking, writing, drawing, 
role-play, storytelling and using ICT. 

• Develop and expand their use of accurate language to represent the passing of time. 

 

 

  



 

Year 1 

Year 2 


