
  

Geography Curriculum- Holy Cross Catholic Primary School 

 

Geography 
Key Stage 1 

Pupils should develop: 

• (A) They should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 

• (B) They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical 
skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

 
Pupils should be taught about:   
• (1) Locational knowledge 

(a) Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
(b) Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

• (2) Place knowledge 

(a) Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country.  

 

• (3) Human and physical geography 

(a) Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation 
to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 
(b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

▪ Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather 

▪ Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop. 
• (4) Geographical skills and fieldwork 

(a)Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage  



(b) Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; 
left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map  
(c)Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; 
and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

(d)Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Ter
m 5 

Term 6 

Year 1 OUR SCHOOL AND LOCAL AREA 
(links to History All About Me topic) 

 

THE UNITED KINGDOM AND COMPASS DIRECTIONS CONTINENTS AND OCEANS 

NC Strand (2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom… 
(3b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical features and key human 
features. 
(4b) Use… locational and directional language 
to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map. 
(4c) Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic symbols in a 
key. 
(4d) Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment.  

(1b) Name, locate and identify the characteristics of 
the four countries… of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 
 
(3b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to 
key physical features and key human features. 
 
(4a) Use world maps… to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries [and capital cities]. 
 
(4b) Use simple compass directions (North, South, 
East and West) and locational and directional 
language to describe the location… on a map. 

(1a) Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 
 
(3b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical 
features and key human features. 
 
(4a) Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries [and capital cities]. 
 
(4b) Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional language to describe the location… on 
a map. 
 
(4c) Use aerial photographs… to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features… 
 

Geographical 
Enquiry  
(Key Qs): 

• Where is our school? What does it look like? 

• What places are there in our school? 

• What is the difference between human and 
physical features of a place? 

• What are the key human and physical 
features in our local area? 

•What are the four countries of the UK? 

•What are the four capital cities of the UK? 

•What are the waters that surround the UK called? 

•What are the 4 compass points on a map and how 
do we use them? 
 

•What can we learn about the world, from looking at a globe? 

•What are continents and oceans? 

•What can we learn about the world from an atlas? 

•Why can’t polar bears live in Africa? 

•How do we find out about the Earth? 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Misconceptions to consider: 

• Children who are brought to school by car or 
public transport may have limited knowledge 
about scale and features of the landscape on 

• United Kingdom consists of 4 countries and capital 
cities: 
o England, London 
o Wales, Cardiff 

Misconceptions to consider: 

• Understanding that the world is a sphere. 

• May think that people in Australia are standing upside down in 
relation to Europeans. 



their journey to school (encourage parents to 
talk about the journey to school as it is 
happening). 

• Some children may have misconceptions 
about the school grounds and the animals 
that live there (in the bushes etc.) this may 
be a result of lack of exploration and 
investigation of their local area. 

• Children’s ideas about a place may be 
dependent on the images and second-hand 
views of the place – it is important to gather 
children’s thoughts about a place before you 
visit and see how they have changed and 
evolved after the visit. 

 
 

• Postcodes help us identify where people 
live – they pinpoints a location.   

• Our school is located in a town – Swindon. 

• Aerial views mean that you are looking at a 
place from above – usually photographs 
taken from a satellite or a drone. 

• The importance of a key when 
distinguishing places on a map – sometimes 
these are symbols, but could also be 
colour-coded. 

• Importance of directional and locational 
language when navigating a map. 

• Navigate: to find the best way of getting 
somewhere, using a map. 

• Local area generally refers to the 
environment around the child’s home and 
school and the places are normally easily 
reached on foot. 

• Human features: a way people have made 
changes to the land (roads, buildings, 
statues). 

• Physical features: describe the natural 
environment of a place. 

• Possible risks when walking around the 
local area may include: 
o Roads and cars 
o Bikes 

o Scotland, Edinburgh 
o Northern Ireland, Belfast 

• Know the 4 basic compass directions (Never Eat 
Shredded Wheat).  More able children will use this 
to help describe the location of countries and cities 
on the map of the UK. 

• The UK is an island surrounded by sea which means 
that if you travel by land in whichever direction, 
you will end up at the coast. 

• The UK coastline is one of the most varied and 
dramatic coastlines in the world!  It has long sandy 
beaches, great banks of shingle and rocky cliffs and 
caves. 

• The difference between a sea and an ocean is: 
Oceans are very large, deep and have salt water.  
Seas are smaller and relatively shallow. 

• The UK is surrounded by the North Sea, English 
Channel, Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. 

• Know what colour represents the oceans and seas and can identify 
the land masses on a globe. 

• The Earth spins and travels through space. 

• The key reference points on the globe include the North and South 
Poles and the equator.  

• The Earth is around 70% water (seas and oceans). 

• Oceans are very large, deep and have salt water. 

• Continents are defined as a very large block of land – Oceania is the 
odd one out as it is a continent made up of almost entirely islands. 

• Asia is the largest continent. 

• Each continent has a different shape and these can be used to help 
recognise and identify different continents. 

• Continents rhyme (from, Bloomsbury Curriculum Basics: Teaching 
Primary Geography) 

 
Get out the map, and what do you see, 
Seven continents, where can they be? 
Europe and Asia lie northwards on the sphere, 
Africa is shaped like an elephant’s ear! 
Around the South Pole lies Antarctica, 
Australia and some islands make up Oceania. 
North and South America are joined in the middle. 
Can you solve the continent riddle? 

 

• The UK is located in the European continent. 

• In order of size (largest to smallest): Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, 
Southern and Arctic Oceans. 

• An atlas is a book of maps and charts about the Earth and shows 
much more information than a globe.  It is a non-fiction text. 

• You can navigate an atlas by using the table of contents and index. 

• Using their knowledge of each continent, children will be able to 
correctly identify where each given animal should be located (e.g. 
penguin (Antarctic); kangaroo (Oceania); grizzly bear (North 
America); elephant (Africa and Asia); giant panda (Asia); condor 
(South America) and badger/Scottish wildcats (Europe)). 

 
 
 



o Trips and falls 
o Dogs 

 

Skills/ 
Communication 

Pupils can: 

•Understand the importance of the address 
and postcode on a letter. 

•Locate where our school is on a map. 

•Identify recognisable landmarks on a map of 
the local area. 

 

•Locate places/areas on a map of the school. 

•Design a simple key (colour coded) to 
identify key areas of our school. 

•Begin to use directional and locational 
language to navigate a simple map of our 
school grounds. 

•Create a 3D map of the school. 

 

•Explain the difference between a human and 
physical features. 

• Sort images, identifying them as either 
human or physical features. 

 

•Define the term ‘local area’. 

•Identify key features of their local area 
(including parks and buildings). 

•Spot physical and human features in their 
local area. 

•Define the term ‘route’. 

•Draw a simple map of their local area. 

•Use a key (symbolic) to identify key places on 
their map. 

 
 

Pupils can: 

• Explain that the United Kingdom consists of 4 
countries. 

• Match the name of a UK country, to the correct 
shape of the country. 

• Locate and label the 4 UK countries on a map. 

 

• Understand what a capital city is. 

• Name and locate and label the 4 UK capital cities on 
a map of the UK. 

 

• Explain that the UK is an island surrounded by water. 

• Name, locate and label the waters that surround the 
UK, on a map. 

 

• Name the four main compass points. 

• Begin to understand why we use a compass. 

• Listen to and follow compass directions on a map.  

Pupils can: 

•Identify the water and large land masses on a globe.  

•Understand that there are 3 key reference points on a globe (North 
and South Poles and the equator). 

 

•Explain what a continent is. 

•Match the name of the 7 continents to their shapes and locate 
them on a map. 

 

•Explain what an ocean is. 

•Name and locate the five oceans of the world on a map. 

 

•Use an atlas to research about a given continent– physical and 
human features. 

 

 

•Apply their knowledge of each continent to correctly place an 
animal on a map. 

•Apply their knowledge about the 7 continents to explain which 
continent they would like to go on holiday and why. 

 

•Discuss the emotions they feel when looking at an image of 
‘Earthrise’. 

•Understand that innovation in technology has meant that we have a 
much better understanding of the world around us, than in 
previous years. 

•Use a variety of sources (digital images, Google Earth) to develop a 
better understanding and appreciation of the size, scale and 
diversity of the world. 



Key  
Vocabulary and 
conceptual 
understanding 

United Kingdom                          Globe 
Map                                     Street view 
Aerial view                                Address 
Buildings                                  Postcode                                    
School 
Area                            Compass direction 
Feature                                       Key 
Near                                           Far 
Left                                           Right 
Forwards                               Backwards 
Route                                       Building 
Physical features             Human features 
Hospital                                     Path 
Road                                         Shop 
Street                                       Station  
Community                                local 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

United Kingdom                                 Country 
England                                            London 
Northern Ireland                                 Belfast 
Scotland                                         Edinburgh 
Wales                                                Cardiff 
United Kingdom                                  Beach 
Cliff                                                  Coast 
Island                                               Ocean 
Seas                                       English Channel 
North Sea                                        Irish Sea 
Atlantic Ocean                                  North 
South                                               East 
West                                          Capital city 

Continent                            Equator 
Globe                                North Pole 
Ocean                               South Pole 
7 continents: 
o North America 
o South America 
o Europe 
o Africa 
o Asia 
o Oceania 
o Antarctica 

5 oceans: 
o Arctic Ocean 
o Pacific Ocean 
o Atlantic Ocean 
o Indian Ocean 
o Pacific Ocean 

Atlas                                  Country 
Desert                                Features 
Mountain range                     River 
World                                Astronaut 
Digital                                 Feature 
Image                                  Space 
Webcam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 2 VILLAGES, TOWNS AND CITIES 
 

HOT AND COLD PLACES KENYA AND THE UK 

NC Strand (1b) Name, locate and identify the 
characteristics of the four… capital cities of 
the United Kingdom… 

(3a) Identify seasonal… weather patterns in… the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles. 

(1a) Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
 



 
(3b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human features. 
 
(4a) Use… atlases… to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries [and capital cities around the 
world]. 
 
(4c) Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple 
map… 

(3b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features… 
(4a) Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify… the countries, 
continents… studied at this key stage (locations of polar regions, deserts 
and rainforests).  

(2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 
 
(3a) Identify seasonal… weather patterns in… 
the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 
 
 
(3b) Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human features. 
 
(4a) Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify… the countries, continents… studied 
at this key stage (locations of polar regions, 
deserts and rainforests). 
 
(4b) Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West)… on a map. 
 
(4c) Use aerial photographs… to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical 
features… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geographical 
Enquiry (through  
Key Qs): 

•What are villages like? 

•What does your village look like? 

•What is the difference between a village and 
a town? 

•What are cities like? 

•Are all cities around the world the same? 

•What is a city and village like in a different 
country?  How are they similar and different? 

• Where are the Polar Regions located? 

• What is the ‘midnight sun’? 

• Would you like to live in the Arctic Circle? 

• What are deserts like? 
o What is the relationship between ‘climate’ and ‘habitat’? 

• What are rainforests like? 

• What animals live in the rainforest?  

• Where is Kenya located? 

• What type of climate does Kenya have? 

• What animals live in Kenya and what are 
their habitats like? 

• How do we use the cardinal compass 
directions to navigate a grid map? 

• What physical and human features are 
there in Kenya? 



• Who lives in Kenya and what is life like for 
them? 

• What are the similarities and differences 
between Kenya and the UK? 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

• Local villages include: 
o Avebury 
o Ramsbury 
o Wootton Rivers 
o Ashton Keynes 
o Bishopstone 
o Purton 
o Ashbury 
o Burton 

• The key features of a village: 
o Small number of houses for a few 

hundred people. 
o Found in the countryside and may 

be surrounded by farms where food 
is produced and sold to the towns 
and cities. 

o Has a few shops. 
o May be a place of worship. 
o Usually a local school. 

• Some villages have buildings clustered 
together almost in a circle.  Other villages are 
formed along one single street. 

• Towns may include: 
o Marlborough 
o Newbury 
o Royal Wootton Bassett  
o Cricklade 
o Faringdon 
o Chippenham 
o Cirencester  
o Highworth 

• The key features of a town: 
o At least a couple thousand people 

live there. 
o Lots of homes and shops. 
o There may be leisure facilities. 
o Town hall 
o Places of worship. 
o Schools 

Misconceptions to consider: 

• Children may think that equatorial regions are hot because they are 
closer to the Sun.  In fact it is because of the Earths tilt, that this region 
receives more overhead sunlight and therefore solar radiation (causing it 
to be hot).  Polar Regions receive the least, hence why they are so much 
colder. 

• Children may think that all deserts are extremely hot, some in fact are 
very cold. 

• Climate: 
A description of average weather conditions in a certain place for the 
past 30 years or so. 

• Know where the North and South Poles are located on a world map and 
globe. 

• It is the tilt of the Earth that affects how many hours of sunlight we have.  
This means that in June the North Pole receives 24 hours a day of sunlight 
and the South Pole has 24 hours a day of darkness.  This is reversed in 
December. 

• Know about the living conditions for a given animal living in the North 
Pole (polar bear, arctic fox, ringed seal, black-legged kittiwake…).  Focus 
on what the animal eats, where it ‘lives’ and how it survives the harsh 
winter conditions – this will help develop their understanding of the 
general conditions in the North Pole. 

• Desert climates are extremely dry.  They receive large quantities of 
sunlight, causing temperatures to be very high.  Deserts cover nearly a 
third of the surface of the continents.  The Sahara Desert (North Africa) is 
the largest desert in the world. 

 
 
 
 

• There are deserts in 5 out of the 7 continents: 

Africa 
o Sahara 
o Libyan 
o Kalahari 
o Namib 

 

North America 
o Great Basin 
o Chihuahuan  
o Sonoran 
o Colorado 
o Yuma 
o Mojave 

Southern America Asia 

• Continents are defined as a very large block 
of land – Oceania is the odd one out as it is a 
continent made up of almost entirely islands. 

• Continents consist of countries (except 
Antarctica).   

• Kenya is located in the African continent and 
borders the Indian Ocean, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Ethiopia and Somalia.  Nairobi is the capital 
of Kenya. 

• It is located on the equator and therefore has 
an equatorial climate.  This means that it 
doesn’t really have temperature changing 
seasons but instead it has wet and dry 
seasons. 

• Some physical features in Kenya include: 
valleys, mountains, rivers, savannah, coasts, 
beaches and Mount Kenya. 

• Some human features in Kenya include: 
cities, towns, villages, shops, cars, offices. 



• The key features of a city: 
o Millions of people live in them. 
o A large variety of accommodation 

(houses, flats and apartments). 
o Loads of shops (some very 

expensive ones), leisure facilities, 
restaurants, cinemas, museums, 
places of worships. 

o Have a cathedral 
o Schools 

• Children will recap how they navigate an 
atlas and how to use it to research about 
other cities in the world. 

o Patagonian 
o Atacama 

 

o Arabian 
o Rub’ al-Khali 
o Gobi 
o Kyzylkum 
o Takla Makan 
o Karakum 
o Kavir 
o Syrian 
o Thar 
o Lut 
o Negev 

Australia 
o Great Victoria 
o Great Sandy 
o Gibson 
o Simpson 

 

 

• Some deserts are very cold (e.g. Patagonia Desert in South America and 
the Gobi Desert in Asia).  These deserts may be cold but are extremely 
try, just like the hot ones. 

• When it does rain in the desert, a year’s worth of rain often comes all at 
once (less than 250mm), which can cause flooding in low-lying areas. 

• Some desert animals include:  
camels, fennec fox, desert tortoise, Namibian desert beetle... 

• Some desert plants include: 
succulents (e.g. cacti), acacia tree, Mesquite… 

• Rainforests are only found close to the equator.  They have a very hot 
climate but the temperatures are relatively steady, with rainfall 
distributed fairly evenly.  There are no distinct seasons and day length is 
very similar throughout the year. 
 
 

• Examples of some rainforests: 
The Amazon 
The Congo 
Daintree 
Southeast Asian 

• The four main layers of the rainforest are: 
Top layer: tallest trees emerge into daylight (50m high). 
Main canopy: dense foliage (30-40m high). 
Understorey: small trees, creepers and vines. 
Forest floor: mosses, ferns and fungi. 



• Good summary video about hot and cold climates: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4dxt39 

 
Communication 
 

Pupils can: 

• Locate on a map, villages which are near 
Swindon. 

• List the key features of a village. 

• Use aerial photographs to identify the key 
features of a village. 

• Look at aerial photographs and maps of 
local villages and identify the different village 
plans and shapes. 

• Design their own village, ensuring that it 
contains the key features of a village. 

•  

• Locate on a map, towns which are near 
Swindon. 

• List the key features of a town. 

• Compare the similarities and differences 
between a village and a town. 

 

• Locate on a map the 4 capital cities of the 
UK. 

• List the key features of a city. 

• Compare the characteristics of the four 
capital cities of the UK. 

 

• Use an atlas to locate a city in a different 
country and use the internet to find 3 facts 
about it. 

• Some may be able to state which continent 
the city is in. 

 

• Discuss the similarities and differences 
between a city in Australia and a rural village 
in southern Morocco. 

Pupils can: 

• Define the term ‘climate’. 

• Locate the two Polar Regions on a globe and world map. 

• Consider why some animals living in the Polar Regions hibernate during 
the winter months. 

 

• Understand what the term ‘midnight sun’ means. 

• Explain how daylight hours in Polar Regions are very different to that of 
the UK. 

 

• Research about the Arctic Circle climate and understand how certain 
animals survive these harsh conditions. 

• Consider and discuss what it would be like to live in the climate 
conditions of the Arctic Circle. 

 

• Locate and name at least 3 deserts on the globe. 

• Develop their understanding of the features of a desert landscape. 

• State that not all deserts have a hot daytime climate. 

• Understand and explain how plants have adapted to live in different 
desert conditions. 

 

•  Locate and name 2 main rainforests on the globe. 

• Describe what the climate is like in a rainforest. 

 

• Name at least 3 animals that live in the rainforest. 

Pupils can: 

• Locate Kenya on a world map and state 
which continent Kenya is in and what ocean 
it borders. 

• Locate the UK and state which continent it 
is in. 

• Consider the most appropriate way to 
travel from the UK to Kenya. 

 

• Name the type of climate Kenya has and 
explain what evidence suggests this. 

 

• Name at least 4 different animals that live 
in Kenya. 

• Describe the physical features of some 
habitats of animals that live in Kenya. 

 

• Use the cardinal compass directions to 
navigate a simple grid map. 

 

• Identify different physical and human 
features on different photographs of the 
Kenyan landscape. 

 

• Investigate the different lifestyles and 
cultures that exist in Kenya and create a 
fact file of their findings. 

• Use the internet and information sheets to 
research about different lifestyles and 
cultures in Kenya. 

 

• Compare the similarities and differences 
between Kenya and the UK. 

• Apply their knowledge of physical and 
human features of Kenya and the UK to 
compare the similarities and differences 
between: 

o Nairobi and London 
o The savannah and the countryside 
o Kenyan village and an English village 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4dxt39


o Kenyan mud huts and English terrace 
houses 

o Kenyan town and Swindon 

Key  
Vocabulary 
& conceptual 
understanding 

 

City                                Detached house 
Shop                               Terraced house 
Town                                   Village 
Council                                 Cities 
Landmark                             Skyline 
Skyscraper                            Similar  
Different                               London 
Edinburgh                             Belfast 
Cardiff 
 
Commerce – shops, cafes/restaurants, banks 
 
Services – schools, doctors’ surgeries, fire 
stations 

 
Employment – offices, factories 
 
Transport – bus stations, garages, car parks 
 
Leisure – parks, sport centres, theatres 

 

Polar climate                                                          Antarctica 
Arctic                                                                     North Pole 
South Pole                                                              Hibernate Midnight                                                            
Northern Lights 
Penguin                                                                  Polar bear 
Arctic Fox                                                               Ringed Seal 
Black-legged Kittiwake                                         Desert climate 
Desert                                                                        Cactus 
Camel                                                                       Drought 
Dune                                                                          Legend 
Meerkat                                                                       Oasis 
Equatorial climate                                                 Palm tree 
Saguaro (type of cactus)                                           Avocado 
Canopy                                                                Deforestation 
Equator                                                                      Season 

Names of the 7 continents            Countries 
United Kingdom                            Safari 
Kenya                                         Boarder 
Indian Ocean                        Polar climate 
Desert climate                 Equatorial climate 
Equator                   North and South Poles 
Habitats           Cardinal compass directions             
North                                         South 
East                                           West 
Grid map                         Physical features                          
Valley                                     Mountains 
Rivers                                      Savannah Coasts                                      
Beaches 
Mount Kenya                     Human features 
Cities                                        Towns Villages                                      
Shops Cars                                          Offices 
Nairobi                                   Mombasa 
Rural                                         Tribes 
Farmer                                   Countryside 
Maasai Tribe                                Huts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography Progression of skills and knowledge 
KS1 – Year 1 
 

 

Locational knowledge 

• Children learn the names of the seven continents and are able to match the shape 
of a continent, to its name. 

• Children are able to locate the seven continents on a world map or globe. 

• Children learn the names of the five oceans. 

• Children are able to locate the 5 oceans on a world map or globe. 

• Children are able to name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
of the United Kingdom. 
 

Place knowledge  

• Children develop an understanding of the human and physical geography of their local area – 
fieldwork and map work. 

Human and physical geography 

•Children observe and discuss daily weather patterns (local fieldwork) – met in 
Science Weather unit and Seasons unit. 

• Discuss and understand the link between the changes in weather and the 
environment (human and physical) to the four seasons – met in Science Seasons 
unit. 

• Children develop an understanding of the difference between human and physical 
features of geography.   

• Children are able to sort images into two categories (human/physical features) 
and begin to explain why they made their choices. 

• Children begin to apply their knowledge of human and physical geographical 
features when studying their local area. 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• Children begin to develop an understanding of how maps work – proportions, keys, compass 
directions. 

• Children use maps to identify the United Kingdom and its countries and capital cities. 

• Children begin to use globes to understand how the world is laid out (its shape, North and South 
Poles and the Equator). 

• Children begin to understand the relevance of an atlas and how to navigate one (KS1 atlas). 

• Children learn to navigate a KS1 atlas and use it to research about different continents. 

• Children are introduced to the cardinal compass points (N, S, E and W) and children begin to use 
them to navigate a simple map. 

• Children apply their knowledge of locational and directional language to describe the location of 
features and routes on a map (for example, retelling where they walked around the local area). 

• Children use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 
and physical features. 

• Children begin map making by initially colour-coding a floor plan of the school (creating a key), to 
then building 3D models of their school and finally drawing a simple map of their local area.  They 
will progress from a colour-coded key to a symbolic key when mapping their local area. 

• Children use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

 

  



 

Geography Progression of skills and knowledge 
KS1 – Year 2 
 

 

Locational knowledge 

• Children deepen their understanding of the make-up of the United Kingdom.  
They do this by focusing in on the capital cities of the United Kingdom and 
naming, locating and identifying their characteristics and comparing the four 
capital cities. 

• Children will recap their knowledge of the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans, when locating countries around the world and identifying the continent 
they are in and the ocean that borders it (if applicable).  
 

Place knowledge  

• Children will study a non-European country (Kenya) and will identify the human and physical 
features of this country. 

• Children will identify and compare the similarities and differences of the human and physical 
features of Kenya and the United Kingdom. 

 

Human and physical geography 

• Children will identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to 
the Equator and the North and South Poles. 

• Children will begin to develop an understanding of what ‘climate’ is and will apply 
this knowledge when discussing hot and cold areas of the world. 

• Children will apply their understanding of climate when investigating and 
discussing the habitats of plants and animals that live in certain hot and cold areas 
of the world. 

• Children will continue to develop their basic geographical vocabulary to refer to 
key physical and human features, expanding their knowledge from their local area 
and the United Kingdom, to areas in other continents. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• Children will continue to develop their ability to locate villages, towns and cities on a map of the 
United Kingdom. 

• Children will be introduced to an ordinance survey map and how it represents distance (this will 
supports the progression into KS2 and ordinance survey map reading). 

• Children will continue to develop their ability to locate countries using world maps, atlases and 
globes. 

• Children will develop their skill of navigating a KS1 atlas to research about different countries 
around the world. 

• Children will apply their understanding of cardinal compass directions to follow given directions 
and navigate a simple grid map. 

• Children will continue to use locational and directional language to describe the location of 
features and routes on a map. 

• Children will use aerial photographs to recognise human and physical features of the United 
Kingdom and other countries around the world. 

 

  



 

 

 

Key: 

Year 1 

Year 2 


