
Holy Cross- R.E Units Progression 2021-22 
 

Year Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 Unit 9 Unit 10 
 Creation Prayer, Saints 

and Feasts 
Advent Christmas Revelation Sacraments Lent Holy Week Easter Pentecost and 

Mission 
 

 

EYFS Introduces God 
as creator of all 
and our 
response to the 
world He 
created. 
 
Explores ways 
of talking to 
God through 
prayer. 
 
Explains and 
introduces the 
Sign of the 
Cross. 

Explores how 
the family 
help us get to 
know God 
through 
prayer. 
 
Explores the 
role of Mary in 
the life of 
Jesus. 
 
 

Introduces 
Advent as a 
special time when 
we get ready for 
the birth of Jesus. 
 

Explores the 
story of the first 
Christmas. 

Looks at how 
God is shown 
in our lives and 
through the 
work of others, 
including the 
priest. 
 
 
 
 

Introduces the 
idea of God’s 
presence at all 
times in 
our lives. 
 
Uses language 
of sacraments. 

Introduces Lent 
as a time when 
we get ready for 
Easter and 
introduces, 
through the 
example and 
teaching of Jesus, 
different ways of 
getting ready. 
 
 

Explores the 
events which 
led up to 
Easter. 
 

I can recognise 
at least one 
symbol of 
Easter. 
 
Know that 
‘Alleluia’ is a 
special word 
that we use to 
give Praise. 
 

Can recognise 
at least two 
symbols of 
Pentecost. 
 
Know that 
Jesus sent the 
Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost and 
that it is a 
special day of 
celebration. 
 

 
1 Introduces some 

of the Psalms.  
 
Recognises the 
imagery used to 
speak of God in 
scripture. 
 
Looks at how we 
can share our 
feelings with God 
through prayer. 
 
 

Explores the 
purpose of 
prayer. 
 
Recognise 
some of the 
different types 
of prayers and 
the places 
where people 
pray. 
 
 

Looks at getting 
ready for the 
birth of Jesus. 
 
Recognising how 
Christians 
prepare for the 
birth of Jesus and 
the symbols used 
during Advent. 

To know why 
people thought 
Jesus was 
special. 
 
Shares the story 
of the Wise Men 
and the reasons 
they brought 
gifts. 
 
 
 
 

Recognise that 
parables have 
messages and 
some people 
try to live 
these out. 
 
Talk about my 
own 
experiences of 
helping others, 
of doing things 
wrong and of 
being forgiven. 

Starts to focus 
on forgiveness 
and healing. 
 
Establishes the 
relationship of 
the actions of 
healing and 
forgiveness 
with Jesus. 

Explores the 
basic meaning 
of Lent and 
links it to the 
life and 
teachings of 
Jesus.  
 
Recognise the 
story of 
Zachaeus and 
will recognise 
the key point of 
the story. 
 
 

Highlights the 
importance of 
the Last 
Supper and 
introduces the 
Stations of the 
Cross as a 
prayer. 

To recognise 
the basic 
Easter story. 
 
Recognise at 
least 3 
symbols of 
the 
resurrection. 
 

To recognise 
the story of 
Pentecost. 
 
Recognise that 
disciples of 
Jesus acted in 
specific ways 
because of 
their beliefs 

2 Looks at God as 
creator and 
how He works 
through His 

Major seasons 
of the 
Church’s 
Liturgical year. 

Looks at the 
symbolism of 
Advent, including 
Santons, to help 

To recognise the 
difficulties Mary 
and Joseph had 
to overcome to 

Can retell at 
least one of 
the miracles 
and state the 

Looks at what  
a sacrament is. 
 
Identifying the 

Describe some 
of the main 
activities 
Christians take 

Retell some of 
the key events 
leading up to 
Jesus’ death 

Retell the 
story of 
Easter in 
Peter’s 

Describe 
aspects of the 
coming of the 
Spirit as told 
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people to 
protect His 
creation and 
others. 
 

Explores why 
the Old 
Testament is 
proclaimed as 
the Word of 
God. 
 
Explores the 
story of Amos. 

 

Explores Holy 
Days. 
 
 

us get ready to 
meet Jesus. 
 
Retelling the 
origins of the 
Christmas Crib by 
St Francis. 
 
 
 
 
 

get to 
Bethlehem. 
 
To know why 
important 
visitors came to 
see Jesus. 
 

simple 
meaning. 
 
Can describe 
some ways in 
which people’s 
lives were 
changed by the 
miracles. 

7 sacraments 
and their 
symbols. 
 
Ask questions 
about mass. 
 

part in during 
the journey of 
Lent.  
 
Identify the 
meaning of the 
colour purple in 
Lent. 
 

on the cross. words. 
 
 

Looks at the 
Easter 
Symbols such 
as the Paschal 
Candle. 

in John’s 
Gospel 
Confirmation. 
 
Describe some 
ways in which 
the disciples 
responded to 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
3 Retells the story 

of Jonah and 
makes links 
between the 
story and 
Christian 
beliefs. 
 
Looks at how 
we are called by 
name at 
Baptism. 
 
 

Able to 
explain some 
of the 
symbolism 
used in images 
of Mary. 
 
Examines the 
life of 
different 
saints. 
 

Explores Advent as 
a time when we 
prepare for 
Christmas and 
recognise Jesus in 
the world.  
 
To use Emmanuel 
and Incarnation 
and link them to 
Christian belief 
and action. 
 
 

Through the 
shepherds, we 
reflect on the 
nature of Jesus’ 
Birth. 
 
 

Accurately 
retell about 
the story of 
Samuel and 
explain its 
meaning. 
 

Explores the 
Liturgy of the 
Word as 
revealing God. 
 
 

Looks at the 
Sacrament of 
reconciliation.  
 
Looks at what 
happens during 
Mass and the 
meaning 
behind what 
happens. 

Make links 
about various 
stories showing 
how people in 
Gospels were 
transformed by 
Jesus and the 
way Christians 
keep the season 
of Lent. 
 
Give my own 
view on the 
statement, 
‘Jesus came for 
outsiders’ 

Places the Last 
Supper in with 
events of Holy 
Week. There is 
a particular 
focus on the 
Last Supper 
because of its 
connection 
with the Mass. 

Retell 
accurately 
some stories 
of the 
Resurrection 
and make 
some links to 
what 
Christians 
believe. 
 
Give some 
reasons for 
the actions of 
the disciples 
especially 
Peter. 

Retell 
accurately the 
story of Philip 
and the 
Ethiopian. 
 
Describe at 
least some of 
the Fruits of 
the Holy Spirit 
and make links 
with the 
actions of 
Christians 
today. 
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4 Explores being 
made in the 
image and 
likeness of God, 
as seen through 
the story of 
Genesis and 
Laudato Si and 
how we should 
be Stewards of 
creation. 
 
Retells the story 
of Abraham and 
Isaac. 

Making links 
between the 
prayer of St 
Teresa and the 
teaching of 
Jesus. 
 
Giving reasons 
why people go 
on Pilgrimage 
and how it 
might affect a 
person’s life. 

The First Coming 
of Jesus is placed 
in historical 
context though 
the lives of his 
ancestors (House 
of David). 
 
Explores the 
purpose of the 
Jesse Tree. 
 
 

The role of angels 
in the story of 
Christmas as 
messengers of 
the Good News of 
Jesus’ birth is 
examined. 
 
To recognise and 
explore how we 
are messengers 
of Good news 
today. 
 
 

Looks at how 
the apostles 
and Anna and 
Simeon saw 
the glory of 
Jesus as the 
only Son of the 
Father. 
 
Give reasons 
for the 
symbolism 
used to 
describe the 
presentation 
and the 
Transfiguration 
both in the 
Gospels and in 
art work and 
make links with 
beliefs. 

Looks at the 
Sacraments of 
Baptism and 
Confirmation. 
 
Linking 
scripture to 
Baptism. 
 
 
 

Know the story 
of ‘The 
Temptations in 
the Desert’ and 
I can explain 
the meaning of 
one of the 
temptations..  
 
Describe my 
own 
experiences of 
being tempted 
and how this 
might affect my 
behaviour. 
 

The reasons 
for the death 
of Jesus are 
explored 
through his 
Passion and 
death. 
 
 

Explain how 
the 
Resurrection 
stories 
including the 
Journey to 
Emmaus link 
to Christian 
belief today. 
 
Give reasons 
for the 
actions of the 
disciples after 
the 
resurrection. 

Explain how 
the account of 
Pentecost 
informs the 
beliefs of 
Christians and 
how St Paul’s 
letter to the 
Colossians 
describes the 
qualities 
needed to 
witness to 
Jesus. 
 
Give reasons 
for the use of 
the particular 
symbols of the 
Spirit in the 
Pentecost 
Story. 

 
5 Explores how 

we become 
creators, which 
involves the 
two creation 
stories in 
Genesis.  
 
Show 
understanding 
of how 
Catholics view 
and use the 
Bible. 

Make links 
between the 
Lord’s Prayer 
and scripture 
in order to 
show 
understanding
. 
 
Able to 
explain the 
meaning of 
some of the 
Our Father 

Show 
understanding of 
the words of 
John the Baptist 
and Isaiah and 
make links 
between them. 
 
Respond to the 
question: ‘Has 
Advent lost its 
meaning?’ 
 
Show 

Understand how 
the gospel of 
Matthew 
expresses Jesus 
as the fulfilment 
of God’s promise. 
 
To understand 
the effect that 
the journeys had 
on the Holy 
Family. 

Show 
understanding 
of the story of 
the Baptism of 
Jesus by John 
the Baptist by 
making a link 
with the 
revelation of 
Jesus as the 
Son of God. 
 
Show 
understanding 

Looks at the 
commitment 
expressed in 
the Sacraments 
of  Holy Orders 
and 
Matrimony. 
 
Look at the 
role of the 
priest. 

Can make links 
between the 
words of the 
Gospel and the 
need for 
Christians to 
make a change 
to their way of 
life during Lent 
and beyond. 
 
Can make links 
between the 
concept of 

Show an 
understanding 
of the washing 
of the feet on 
Holy Thursday 
night and 
explain how 
this might 
affect the 
actions of 
Christians  

Show 
understandin
g of what the 
Triduum is by 
giving a brief 
description of 
each of the 3 
parts.  
 
Describe and 
explain the 
symbolism 
used in the 
Easter Vigil. 

Describe the 
Jewish festival 
of Pentecost 
and make links 
between this 
and the 
Christian 
festival of 
Pentecost. 
 
Describe the 
special features 
of the Liturgy 
on Pentecost 
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Ask questions 
around 
creation. 
 
 

and answer 
questions 
about the 
prayer. 
 
 

understanding of 
the O Antiphons 
 
 

of the 
symbolism 
used in 
scripture 
stories studied. 

Metanoia and 
Lent 
 

 
 
 

Sunday and 
make links with 
the Pentecost 
story. 

 
6 Can describe 

and show 
understanding 
of experiences 
of Moses and 
how these 
relate to beliefs 
in the Christian 
church. 
 
Explores the ten 
commandment
s. 
 
 

Explores the 
concept of 
heaven and 
hell.  
 
Looks at what 
heaven is like. 
 
Looks at the 
meaning of 
prayers used 
to pray for 
those who 
have died. 
 
 

To show an 
understanding of 
the Annunciation 
and how artists 
have portrayed 
this event. 
 
To show an 
understanding of 
different Biblical 
texts used in mass 
during Advent. 
 
Compare and 
contrast how 
Christians and 
non-Christians 
might respond to 
a specific issue. 

Looks in detail at 
the Birth of 
Jesus, expressed 
as ‘The Word’ in 
St John’s Gospel. 
 
Explores the 
meaning of 
‘Incarnation’. 

Looks at the 
personal 
relationship St 
Paul enjoyed 
with God. 
 
Accurately use 
a developing 
religious 
vocabulary to 
talk about 
revelation and 
the role of the 
Pope and 
Bishops. 
 

Explore the 
question- Does 
God call people 
today? 
 
Link 
Sacraments to 
scripture. 
 
Understand 
the meaning of 
the term 
Sacramental 
imagination. 
 

Can show 
understanding 
of the journey 
Catechumens 
make and I am 
able (with 
support) to link 
this to Lent. 
 
Show 
understanding 
of the ‘Stations 
of the Cross’ 
and I can link 
these to issues 
in modern life. 
 

Describe and 
show 
understanding 
of different 
Gospel 
accounts of 
the 
Resurrection. 
 

Show 
understandin
g of the 
funeral rite 
and the 
symbols used. 
 
Give reasons, 
using 
scripture, to 
explain my 
view on 
whether 
Thomas was 
right to 
doubt. 

Select the key 
features of the 
Pentecost story 
and describe its 
effect on the 
disciples. 
 
Show 
understanding 
of the different 
Biblical sources 
that contribute 
to the 
Confirmation 
liturgy and 
make links to 
show how 
these sources 
are used. 

 
           


