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Mission Statement 

 
 

Learn, Grow, Love, Live 
At Holy Cross Catholic Primary School 

we learn about ourselves and about the world. 
We grow in faith, we act with kindness, generosity and love 

to ourselves and others. 
We live life to the full and have a future full of hope. 
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Introduction 
At Holy Cross Primary School, we seek to provide a broad, balanced Christian education.  We aim to put 
Religious Education at the heart of the curriculum so that it becomes the starting point for all other 
school experiences.  It is the reason for the school’s existence.  It is not only taught in specific RE lessons 
and through the worship of the school but permeates all relationships and activities.  
  
Principles of RE in the school  
We recognise that Religious Education is a core subject of the curriculum. We recognise the need for 
effective communication and good relationships with home and parish and to work in partnership with 
them, but RE remains the specific professional task of the teacher; it complements and is distinct from 
the work of parents and parish catechists.  
  
The chief tasks of RE are:  
 To help children to KNOW, UNDERSTAND and APPRECIATE Catholic doctrine, subject to age, ability 

and development; and the spiritual, moral and religious dimension of life as expressed in the 
Catholic tradition; a growing awareness and understanding of other people’s faiths.  

 To experience living celebrations and liturgies.  
 To experience and participate in the lived expression of the Catholic way of life and morality in a 

Catholic Community.  
  
Aims  
We seek to help our children to achieve knowledge, understanding and appreciation of what the 
Catholic Church teaches to be true.  At the same time, we will instruct them in the ways of other 
religious traditions, so that they will respect the right of people to hold beliefs different from their own.  
  
Religious Education addresses all pupils in our school.  We aim to attend to the needs of all our children, 
acknowledging the fact that some will be from committed Catholic families, while others will not.  
  
We will take seriously such issues as justice, peace, racism and disadvantage in the multi-cultural society 
we live in.  We will guide our children’s concerns from self-interest, to those that involve the problems 
of society as a whole.  
  
In order to strengthen links with our Secondary School and other Catholic schools in Swindon, the RE 
Subject Lead will liaise with Co-ordinators of these schools.  
  
We will also as a school, proclaim and celebrate the Religious Education of our pupils through 
meaningful displays and through shared assemblies and liturgies.  Parents, Governors and Clergy will be 
informed of such celebrations and invited to share in them.  
  
Time allocation 
We have agreed as a staff to allocate a minimum of two hours thirty minutes a week to Religious 
Education.  This will be timetabled at the discretion of the teacher and will include all aspects of 
Religious Education e.g. assemblies, liturgies, etc.  This time allocation is averaged out over the year and 
is dependent on whole school RE themes, seasons of the year, class Masses, collective worships and 
assemblies.  
  
The RE programme 
In line with other Catholic schools in the diocese we will centre our teaching and learning on the “God 
Matters” programme as well as incorporating other aspects of the liturgical year and prayer.  
  
In addition, there are school and class assemblies, morning and afternoon prayers, hymn practices, 
collective worship and Masses. We do not specifically prepare our children for the Sacraments but we 
offer our full support to parish catechists who are undertaking this task.   
  
As with any other area of the curriculum, we aim to use a variety of educational methods in the teaching 
of our faith.  
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In addition to the factual knowledge, we will also develop the necessary concepts, skills and attitudes 
relevant to this subject and referred to in the “Broad Areas of Attainment in RE.” document.   
  
The organisation and planning of RE  
All year groups will follow their relevant scheme in “God Matters.” For which planning sheets, 
assessment sheets and a timetable of themes are available. 
 
Year group partners will plan the content of their RE lessons together, according to the scheme.  
Each class teacher is expected to provide a display area within the classroom that can be a focal point for 
Religious Education.  
  
Assessment, recording and reporting  
Although Religious Education is not included in the National Curriculum, in Holy Cross it has the status of 
a core subject.  We have, therefore agreed to approach Religious Education with the same degree of 
professionalism as other National Curriculum subjects. 
 
We will not make judgements concerning personal faith and commitment, but what we aim to do is 
observe, assess and record knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes which have been taught and 
learned in Religious Education lessons.  
  
Our assessment will be based on evidence.  A record of each pupil’s progress is made on a yearly report. 
  
Monitoring and review 
Monitoring of Religious Education will take place on a regular basis.  Monitoring will be undertaken by 
the Subject Lead and/or Head of School through:  
 Lesson observations  
 Scrutiny of books  
 Scrutiny of planning  
 Pupil Voice Conversation 
 Teacher voice Conversation 
  
The policy document will be regularly reviewed and updated.  
  
Marking 
We do not intend to mark the work in RE books as English exercises so we are looking at content not 
spelling, punctuation or grammar.  However, we would expect that one or two key words that are 
relevant to the content might need to be corrected. These could be written out correctly by the teacher 
at the end of the piece of work.  
  

*Errors of this nature should be noted and addressed in planning for English. 
  
Teachers should aim to make a written comment on two or three pieces of work per term.  The 
comment might include:  
 Praise for any thoughts that demonstrate achievements based on “Broad Areas of Attainment”.  
 The correction of a misunderstanding or interpretation that is evident through the child’s written 

work.  
 Praise for the sharing of a thought, idea or special time.   
  
Resources 
Through religious imagery and appropriate display of pupils’ work, we intend to proclaim the religious 
nature of our school.  
  
A selection of Religious books including non-fiction are available throughout the school.  
Resource boxes containing religious artefacts to support the teaching and learning of the RE curriculum 
are freely available.  
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Each class is equipped with: 
 A children’s Bible 
 Curriculum Directory  
 Broad Areas of Attainment in R.E 

 
Special Needs 
Religious Education is a core subject of the curriculum.  We recognise the need for differentiation as in 
other areas of the curriculum and in line with our Special Needs Policy.  
 
 The class teacher remains the central figure who is responsible for the child’s progress.  The needs of 
the child with special educational needs will be incorporated into the lesson plans, organisation and 
management of the classroom.   
Strategies and teaching styles that particularly support children with dyslexia are recognised and used as 
Holy Cross Primary School acknowledges that these support all children, particularly those with a variety 
of learning difficulties.  
   
The RE Subject Lead 
The role of the RE Subject lead is to be responsible for the implementation of school policy, providing 
schemes of work that allow for continuity and progression and offering support and guidance to 
teachers.  
  
They will monitor the teaching and learning in Religious Education, the provision of resources and in-
service training.  
  
The Religious Education Subject Lead does not bear sole responsibility for, but will offer support and 
advice on:  
 Furthering home and parish links 
 Examine the contribution that Religious Education makes to Citizenship and ensure continued links 
 Keeping the Full Governing Body informed of developments 
 Helping to develop school worship, prayer and assemblies 
 Organising displays to celebrate children’s achievements and to mark special events in the Church’s 

year 
  
All staff at Holy Cross are aware of Looked After Children in their classes. We ensure that they receive all 
possible support and encouragement as pupils who need special provision and positive discrimination, 
whilst preserving Confidentiality and showing sensitivity and understanding.  
  
Cross-curricular links 
Staff should be aware of opportunities, and plan for incorporating links with other curriculum areas e.g. 
the use of religious texts during the literacy or numeracy hour.   
  
Worship 
Assemblies: 
 In assembly, the work and life of the school is celebrated.  
 The whole school worships together at assembly three times a week.  
 The Gospel assembly for on Mondays is led by the Head of School.  
 Wednesday’s assemblies often incorporate a hymn practice.  
 Friday’s assembly is usually a class assembly or a celebration assembly to which parents are invited 

and where the class will celebrate the work that they have been undertaking.  The underlying 
message of the assembly will be based on ‘God Matters’.  

 Each class is expected to present one assembly in each term of the school year.  
  
When there is not a whole school assembly- each class is required to do their own worship using the Ten 
Ten collective worship programme as a starting point.  
Ten Ten Resources | Catholic / Christian resources 
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Each class is also expected to pray together at appropriate times during the school day, such as before 
lunch and at the end of the day.  
  
As a school we celebrate the beginning and the end of each term with an appropriate liturgy.  Each year 
group takes a turn at preparing whole school liturgies.  
  
Holy days are usually celebrated with a Mass in school.  
  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated in school during Advent and Lent especially for those 
children who have difficulty in attending a parish service.  
  
We ask children and their parents to join us on two occasions in the year when we worship together in 
as a whole school community.  That is for our Harvest Festival and our Christmas Service.  
  
Year 6 children and their teachers travel to Clifton Cathedral each year in June for the Primary Leavers’ 
Mass.  
  
We are proud of our strong parish links with Holy Rood.  The parish priest is a regular and welcome 
visitor.  
  
We aim to strengthen our links with other parishes within our catchment area.  
  
We are also pleased to have visiting speakers to our assemblies.  In the past these have included the 
Bishop, Priests from other parishes, deacons, charity representatives and ministers from other Christian 
churches.  
  
See also Collective Worship Policy.  
  


