
Communication  

Thank you so much for all the lovely comments that have been sent to 

teachers via DB Primary, Facebook and into the office – these are very 

encouraging and are keeping us all going at this difficult time. If you do have 

anything that you wish to discuss, please can we remind you that we are very 

happy to talk.  

COVID Testing of STAFF 

This week we start weekly testing of STAFF who are in school. This will help to break the chains 

of transmission and go to keeping your child safer in school. Please be aware that if a member 

of staff tests positive for COVID they will be required to isolate as will the bubble they have 

been working in.  

We will text and email you if your child’s bubble is affected in any way.  If anyone in your household is displaying 

symptoms, they must book a test and everyone in the house must isolate. This mean staying in your house at all 

times for the period of your isolation. You must not go to work or shopping, to church or meet with anyone outside 

or in your house.   

Children’s Work Books 

 When working at home, children should complete their work on DB Primary first and 

can use their workbooks if you need to. You should keep these books at home so they 

can look at them again.  If you need pencils or pens to complete work at home please 

let your class teacher know through D B Primary and we can sort something out.  

Remote Learning Information for Parents and Carers  

We have created a guide for parents – it is attached to the newsletter. The information provided 

within it is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils, parents and/or carers about what 

to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home. It is a 

combination of all of the documents we have sent out previously. A copy can also be found on our website in the 

Covid-19 section.  

In addition to the work set by your class teacher please find a list of additional home learning resources that you 

can access:  

• The National Oak Academy - https://www.thenational.academy/   

Almost 10,000 free lessons and resources. Made by teachers, for every teacher and every pupil.  

• BBC Bitesize Daily Lessons - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons   

Lessons full of videos, quizzes and practice activities to help you keep on track when learning at home. Pick your 

year and subject to get started!  

• Phonics Play - https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/   

Lots of phonics games to play. This is currently free during lockdown. A username and password is on the website  

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


• Sky TV Learning from home – through your Sky TV box Sky has made some educational collections available on 

Sky Kids, with the aim of helping families who will be spending more time together at home in the coming weeks. 

The Learning From Home collections are now available to Sky Kids’ customers in three key curriculum stages.  

• Hamilton Trust Home Learning Packs - https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/blog/learning-homepacks/   

Additional resources to support learning  

• STEM - https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning/primary   

Starters for STEM are ten activities that parents can use at home to help children develop their science, technology, 

engineering and maths skills. These activities are easy-to-resource and provide children with the stimulus to talk 

about the world around them. 

Online Safety – Fake News   

Fake news can be false information, photos or videos purposefully created to 

confuse or misinform. It can also be genuine information that has been manipulated 

to deceive. It is important that children learn how to distinguish between real news 

and fake news, so that they do not inadvertently share something which isn’t true or 

believe something which could be misleading. In the attached guide, you'll find tips 

on a number of potential risks such as embarrassment, negative influences on people’s behaviour and negative 

emotions.  

BBC Bitesize to be free for BT and EE customers  

Customers using BT Mobile, EE, and PlusNet Mobile can use BBC Bitesize content 

from the end of January without eating into their data allowance. Bitesize 

provides structured lessons in maths and English for all year groups, as well as 

offering other curriculum material. Content from other providers is likely to be 

made free in the coming days. A full link to the story can be found here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-55616959  

Book Reviews  

Have you read a good book lately? Would you like to tell everyone about it? Why 

don’t you complete a video book review and send it into by emailing your 

teacher.  We will post them on the website for all to see. 

 

Dropping off and Collecting Children  

As part of our Covid-19 risk assessment, we ask that children are dropped off and collected by one 

adult only. This helps to keep numbers on site as low as possible. For safeguarding purposes, please 

also refrain from using mobile phones whilst on school premises. Masks MUST be worn at all times 

unless you have a medical exemption.  

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/blog/learning-homepacks/
https://www.stem.org.uk/home-learning/primary
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-55616959


Emails  

Please keep an eye out for school emails as there is important information regularly sent out. Occasionally, school 

emails have been known to go into ‘junk’ folders so also check these. If your personal details change, please inform 

the office as it is important that parents are contactable at all times in case of emergency as well as day to day 

communications.  

Swindon Town Poetry Competition  

STFC are excited to be able to launch our STFC Poetry competition to all Primary Schools 

across Swindon and Wiltshire as part of our Premier League Primary Stars project. The 

aim of this competition is to inspire children to write creatively through poetry and we 

feel this could be a good task for the children to be set as part of their home learning in 

English! It would be great if you could share this competition with the teachers at your 

school to get the children involved. The challenge is for children to write a poem 

around the theme ‘Staying Connected during the Lockdown’. The best entries will be 

published into a book with the winners each receiving their own copy. This opportunity is 

open to all year groups with different chapters within the book for each Key Stage. We are asking for poems to be 

sent via email to brad@stfcfoundation.com . With all entries, we require the name of the child, school and year 

group so we are able to identify the winners. The deadline for entries is Friday 12th February with the winning 

poems being decided by our community coaches over the half-term period. It would be great to get some entries 

from the pupils at your school! Attached is an example poem written by Rockin’ Robin (the Swindon Town mascot) 

which the children can use for inspiration! If you have any questions about this competition please inform your 

teacher. 
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