
CLASS:  Year 6 
DATE:  
 
 

TOPIC:  Christmas 
 
PRIOR LEARNING:  
The Gospel accounts of the Christmas story in Matthew and Luke. 
Detailed knowledge of the Christmas story. 
 
VOCABULARY:   
Prologue, Logos, Incarnation, Word made Flesh, King Herod, 
Revelation, Manifestation 

RESOURCES: 
§ Various information sheets/Bibles/copies of 

the prayers/video clips 
§ The Prologue of the Gospel of St John.1:1-18 

 

  WALT  Whole class teaching Activity (Differentiated) Reflection 
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WALT 
understand 
the images 
of Jesus 
contained in 
the 
Prologue 

What is a 
prologue? 
Where would 
you expect to 
see one? 
What is the 
purpose of a 
prologue? 

 
• In St John’s Gospel there is no account of the Birth of Jesus but 

there is a poem at the beginning that speaks about him.  
• Read the Prologue of St John’s Gospel (John.1:1-18) together 

and then look at the picture of ‘The Incarnation’ (attached below 
planning).  

• List all the words to describe this picture.  
• Look at the hands of Jesus; what is he doing and why? 
• What title would you give him and why? 
• Could this picture be used to illustrate the first chapter of John? 
• If not, why not?  
• What image would you use? 
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Working Towards:  
Create an image to represent 
Jesus being born – Try to 
make it a representation rather 
than a literal image of the 
manger scene. 
 

Play some pre-
chosen 
Christmas 
Carols – Away 
in a Manger, 
Silent Night, Oh 
Holy Night, 
etc… 
 
What are the 
similarities and 
differences?  
 
What is their 
favourite and 
why? 
 
Allow time for 
reflection on 
their choices. 
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ARE:  
1.) Create a poem to go 

alongside your image, 
beginning with the line, 
‘In the beginning’, to 
describe the birth of 
Jesus (again not 
necessarily a literal 
version of events, 
more about 
Christianity being 
born, prophesies being 
fulfilled, etc…). 
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Greater Depth:  
1.) Using a laptop, create 

an art gallery of 
paintings or drawings 
that link and explore 
the meaning of the line 
in John’s Prologue 1: 
verse 5 “the light 
shines in the darkness 
and the darkness 
could not overcome it”. 

2.) Write a brief 
explanation of your 
choice of images in 
relation to the quote 
and scripture 
(John.1:1-18). 
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WALT 
understand 
the words 
‘Incarnation’ 
and ‘Word 
made flesh’. 

Re-read - The 
Prologue of 
the Gospel of 
St John.1:1-18 
 
Why does St 
John describe 
Jesus as “the 
Word”? 
 
What qualities 
does ‘the 
Word’ have? 
 
What qualities 
does John say 
‘the Word’ 
has? (Word 
was light) 
 
Which words 
in the passage 
indicate the 
Birth of 
Jesus? 
 
What other 
titles could we 
give Jesus 
that haven’t 
been used 
before? 
 
What does the 
‘Word made 
flesh’ mean? 
 
Who made 
‘the Word’ 
flesh? 
 
 
 

 
• Discuss what ‘Incarnation’ means - (Word made flesh). 
• Ask the children what sort of relationship Jesus had with the 

Father? What about with Joseph? How would this differ? Why 
would it be different? 

• Instead of ‘Word’ what alternative could St John have used? For 
example, ‘In the beginning was the light, the light was God’ etc.  

• Have the children re-read the passage (or part of) with their 
alternative word being used. 

• How would this change the passage and its meaning? 
• Create a mind map to illustrate all the qualities of a word or text, 

(e.g. words are powerful, words bring meaning etc). 
• List all the tasks that ‘the Word’ will do. 
• Provide children with the three pieces of scripture  – Luke 2 2:22, 

Mathew 1:18 to 2:23 & John (as above) 
• In groups, think of questions they might ask each writer as to why 

they spoke about Jesus in that way. 
• Other groups could speculate on the answers given also. 
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Working Towards:  
 
Identify the similarities and 
differences between the three 
pieces of scripture. 
 
 
 

Watch - 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?
v=L2P3BTRuNV
0 
 
It is a video of 
how the ‘Word 
became flesh’. 
 
Ask the children 
to silently think 
of their own 
explanation and 
understanding 
to use in the 
following 
discussion. 
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ARE:  
 
Children to paint a 
representation of the ‘Word 
made flesh’. 
 
Write an explanation of the 
word – ‘Incarnation’ – and 
explain how the image they 
have created conveys the 
‘Word made flesh’. 
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Greater Depth:  
 
Imagine that Matthew, Luke 
and John spoke at a public 
meeting. Write a journalistic 
account, using balanced 
reporting methods to identify 
the different reasons why the 
writers wrote about the Birth of 
Jesus as they did.  
 
 

 


