
 
CLASS: Year 5 
TEACHER:  
DATE:  

TOPIC: Christmas 
VOCABULARY:   
Homeless 
Herod 
Revelation 
Poor circumstances 
Manger 

 

RESOURCES: 
Matthew 1:18 – 2:23 

 
  WALT Starter Activity Whole class teaching Activity (Differentiated) Reflection 
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WALT 
understand 
how the 
gospel of 
Matthew 
expresses 
Jesus as the 
fulfilment of 
God’s 
promise. 

In pairs, make 
a list of the 
characters in 
the Christmas 
story. Write a 
few words next 
to each name 
to describe 
their feelings 
throughout the 
story. 
Share with the 
class to make 
a complete list. 

 Read Matthew 1:18 to 2:23 – account of the birth of Jesus. 
Identify the main features and the feelings of Herod and the 
impact on his local community. 
 
What are the feelings of the characters? Why? 
 
What is Matthew trying to tell us about Jesus? (that he 
fulfilled the Scriptures; that his kingship is different from other 
models of kingship etc.) 
 
Which audience was Matthew writing for? (Jews) 
 
Why might Herod be anxious 

Th
in

k 

Working Towards:  
Pretending to be a news 
journalist, devise 
questions to ask Herod, 
Mary and Joseph. How 
would you expect these 
questions to be 
answered? Work in groups 
to make your own news 
broadcast, featuring 
interviews with your 
questions.  
Look for detailed accounts 
which feature key 
questions which produce 
thorough answers and 
understanding. 
 
 

Think about 
the homeless 
in our 
communities, 
especially over 
the Christmas. 
How can we 
help? 
 
Watch a 
homeless 
charity video.  
 
Search 
YouTube 
Shelter – 
Homeless 
children in 
Britain reaches 
£100,000 
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 ARE:  
Explain why Herod felt 
anxious. 
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Greater Depth:  
Explain the different 
perspectives of the Birth of 
Jesus. 
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WALT to 
understand 
the effect that 
the journeys 
had on the 
Holy Family. 

 
In groups, 
choose one 
journey, made 
by the 
characters in 
the story. 
(each group 
explains a 
different 
journey) 
Write quick 
notes or draw 
pictures to 
create a mind 
map. 
Share with the 
class. 

 
Why does Matthew make reference to the journeys made by 
the Holy Family? (Matthew includes different journeys to help 
his audience understand that Jesus was exiled like the 
people of Israel, amongst other reasons.) 
 
Discuss what the family’s journey tells us about their 
relationship with God. What was Joseph’s role? 
 
Using maps, e.g.  
http://www.trosch.org/rel/holyland.html   look at the journey 
made from Nazareth to Bethlehem and into Egypt.  What are 
the key points of the journey? What is Joseph’s importance in 
this journey? 
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Working Towards:  
On your own map, create 
a travel log for Joseph. 
Plot the route taken by the 
Holy Family. Label key 
points of the journey. 
 

 
Plan a special 
prayer service 
incorporating 
the key 
messages of 
Christmas.  
 
Ask the 
children to 
write prayers 
for the 
homeless and 
refugees. D
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ARE:  
Add a note to Joseph’s 
travel log, commenting on 
his feelings and actions of 
the day. Think about the 
difficulties he felt whilst 
seeking refuge. 
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Greater Depth:  
Imagine how you would 
feel making a journey in a 
difficult situation. Think 
about the refugees in our 
communities. What could 
we do to help others 
without homes at 
Christmas? 

 


