
   
CLASS: Year 3  
DATE:  
 

TOPIC:  Christmas 
VOCABULARY:   
Shepherds, Glorify, Angels,  

RESOURCES: 
 

  WALT Starter Activity Whole class teaching Activity (Differentiated) Reflection 
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To understand 
the role of the 
shepherds in 
the Christmas 
story. 

Read the 
Christmas, 
emphasise the role 
that the shepherds 
played. 
 
Lk 2:8-20 

After reading the Christmas story, explore who the shepherds were.  
What sort of people were shepherds? (poor etc.)   
 
Why do you think they were chosen to receive the Good News? 
 
How did the shepherds react when they heard the news of the Birth 
of Jesus?  
 
What happened after the shepherds left? How would they have 
glorified and praised God? 
 
How do you think their lives changed? 
 
Repaint the scene as if the nativity happens in your town, today. 
What would the nativity scene look like? Who would be the 
equivalent of the shepherds today? (Would it be traffic wardens? 
Who might it be?) What gifts would they bring? 
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Working Towards:  
Create passports for shepherds 
and angels, saying what each of 
their roles are, where they visit 
and what they see. 

Display a 
picture of the 
shepherds 
whilst 
listening to 
quiet music.  
Think about 
how you 
would have 
felt if you 
were a 
shepherd.   
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 ARE:  
Create a play to describe what 
happened after the shepherds 
saw Jesus. 
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Greater Depth:   
Using the words of the angel to 
the shepherds, create a poem 
that describes the joy of the Birth 
of Jesus. 
For ideas about different kinds of 
poems see: 
‘Writing & Poetry Toolkit’ by 
Margaret Cooling, published by 
the Bible Society (available from 
the Stapleford Centre). 
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To explore, 
empathise and 
learn from the 
reaction of the 
shepherds. 

Recap the 
Christmas Story 

Discuss and identify words which describe being shocked and 
surprised. How many different words can you identify? 
How do you think other people would react when the shepherds 
shared the Good News? 
 
Link to scripture: The Gospels are filled with stories about people 
being surprised and shocked by the actions of Jesus; recall the 
Annunciation and the Visitation. In what ways were Mary and 
Elizabeth shocked? 
 
Identify times when you have been shocked or surprised. Create a 
class word bank that describes being surprised and shocked to 
display in class. 
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Create a play to describe what 
happened after the shepherds 
saw Jesus. 

Display a 
picture of the 
nativity 
scene. 
Whilst 
listening to 
quiet music, 
children to 
write one 
word on a 
post it note to 
describe how 
they feel at 
Christmas.  
One by one, 
children 
place their 
post it notes 
on the 
nativity 
scene 
display. 
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ARE:  
Create calligrams for the words 
that describe the shepherds’ 
reaction. Calligrams are words 
written in such a way that conveys 
the emotion of the word. 
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Greater Depth: 
Imagine reporters are also at the 
meeting; they need to prepare a 
short item for the radio news, 
describing the scene at the 
meeting and the emotional 
reaction to what went on. Pupils 
can work in groups and record 
their work to be re-played to the 
whole class. 

 


