
 
CLASS: Year: Reception 
TEACHER:  
DATE:  

TOPIC: Christmas 
VOCABULARY: Jesus, Christmas, Mary, Joseph, Bethlehem, manger, 
birth  
 

RESOURCES: 
§ Story sack, dressing up, telephones, scenes 

from the story 
  WALT Starter 

Activity 
Whole class teaching Activity  Reflection 

Se
ss

io
n 

1 

To hear 
and 
respond to 
the 
Christmas 
story 

 Sing Away in 
a Manger and 
explore the 
keywords 

 Read and explore the scripture Matthew 1: 18-25. Use the story sack 
and act out the story. 
 Th

in
k Act out story using dressing 

up. Provide phones for role-
play conversations   
 

Know that 
Jesus is 
special 
 
Play quiet 
Christmas 
carols so the 
children can 
listen out for 
words they 
recognise 

D
ev

el
op

 

Draw their favourite part of the 
story 
 

D
ee

pe
n 

Display pictures of different 
scenes from the story for the 
children to add speech 
bubbles to 
Explain why Jesus is special 
 
 

Se
ss

io
n 

2 

To know 
we 
respond to 
the 
Christmas 
story with 
thanks and 
praise 

Show pictures 
of a crib and 
discuss why it 
is an important 
sign at 
Christmas 

Why did the shepherds and kings travel to see Jesus?  (because he is 
special, he is the Son of God) 
 
Hot seat characters in the Christmas story. Adults to model this first and 
ask questions. Children to join in asking questions and adults to scribe 
children’s questions. 

Th
in

k 

Hot seat as a group with a TA 
scaffolding questions and 
scribing observations 
 
 

Know we give 
thanks for the 
Birth of Jesus 
 
Children to 
share their 
questions and 
models. Place 
models in the 
middle of the 
circle and take 
turns to share 
why they think 
Jesus is special 

D
ev

el
op

 

Make your own crib from clay 
and explain why it is important. 
 

D
ee

pe
n  

Children to write a question to 
a character from the Christmas 
story eg. Were you scared 
Mary? How long did it take to 
get to Bethlehem? 
 

 


