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Curriculum Map 
Geography 
Key Stage 2 

Pupils should develop: 
• (A) They should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and 

South America.  This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. 
• (B) They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
 
Pupils should be taught about:   
• (1) Locational knowledge 

(a) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
(b) Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land use patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over time. 
(c) Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 
 

• (2) Place knowledge 
(a) Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America. 
  
 

 
• (3) Human and physical geography 

 (a) Describe and understands key aspects of: 



§ Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle. 

§ Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

• (4) Geographical skills and fieldwork 
(a)Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.  
(b) Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 
(c)Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

Year 3 THE RIVER NILE 
(History link) 

WHITBY VOLCANOES and FIELDWORK 
(Science link)      (History link) 

NC Strand (2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom [and the 
River Nile]. 
 
(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including… rivers and human geography 
including… land use, economic activity… and the 
distribution of natural resources. 
 
(4a) Use maps, atlases… to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
 
 

(2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom… 
 
(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
and human geography. 
 
(4a) Use maps, atlases… to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
 
(4b) Use the eight points of a compass, four ….figure 
grid references… (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom… 

(2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human ad physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom... – 
this will be based on the children’s visit to 
Avebury (History topic). 

 
(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography, including… volcanoes… 
 
(4c) Use fieldwork to observe… record and present the 

human and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans… 
digital technologies - this will be based on the 
children’s visit to Avebury (History topic). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Enquiry  
(through  
Key Qs): 

• Where is the River Nile located and which countries 
does it flow through? 

• What is the River Nile’s journey from source to 
mouth? 

• What are the positive and negative effects of the 
Aswan High Dam on the River Nile? 

• Where is Whitby located?  What are its main features? 
• What is the landscape near Whitby like? 
• How is the land used in Whitby? 
• What goes on in Whitby? 
• How would you attract tourism to Whitby?  What key 

features of Whitby would you mention? 
• How does Whitby compare with Swindon? 

• How is the Earth structured?  What are tectonic 
plates? 

• How is a volcano formed?  What are the key features 
of a volcano? 

• What do volcanic eruptions produce?  How does a 
volcanic eruption affect the land and people around 
it? 



• How does the physical and human geography of the 
Nile Delta compare to London? 

• How have the uses of the River Nile changed over 
time? 

• What would we experience on a journey up the River 
Nile in Egypt? 

• What do you want to investigate about volcanoes? 
• What is it like to live near Mount Etna? 
 
 
• How is the Avebury landscape structured? 
• What human and physical features are present in 

Avebury?  How do these impact on the local area? 
• How does the landscape of Avebury compare to the 

landscape of Stonehenge?  What are the similarities 
and differences? 

 
Knowledge and 
Understanding 

• The Nile is the longest river in the world and flows 
into the Mediterranean Sea! 

• It is approximately 4,132 miles long. 
• The most distant source of the river is the Kagera 

River in Burundi. 
• The Nile has two main tributaries: 

White Nile, South Sudan 
Blue Nile, Ethiopia 
The two tributaries merge in the city of Khartoum. 

• The availability of water from the Nile throughout 
the year, combined with the area’s high temperatures, 
makes possible intensive cultivation along its banks. 

• The Nile flows through 11 countries: 
Tanzania, Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Eritrea, 
South Sudan, Sudan and Egypt. 

• The Ancient Egyptians relied on the Nile for:  
fresh water, food, fertile farming land and 
transportation. 

• The river used to flood every August, but since the 
1970s when the Aswan High Dam was built, this no 
longer happens.  The dam controls the flow of the 
river to generate electricity, irrigation and provides 
homes with drinking water. 

• More than 95% of Egypt’s population depend on the 
Nile’s water and live within a few miles of the river 
banks (when looking at a city lights image from 
space, the lights show the path of the Nile). 

• The Nile is home to lots of wildlife including: 
Nile Crocodile, snakes, hippos, buffalo and different 
species of antelope. 

• Rivers’ source is usually found in upland areas where 
there are lakes, marshes, glaciers or springs. 

• How to use atlases to locate Swindon and Whitby on a 
map of the UK. 

• Whitby is located on the North Yorkshire coast, at the 
mouth of the River Esk (on the North Sea).   

• It is often called the Dinosaur/Fossil or Jurassic 
coastline because of all other fossils that can be found 
there. 

• The North Yorkshire Moor National Park, borders the 
town. 

• Its harbour and moorland surroundings attract many 
tourists. 

• The population of Whitby is approximately 13,000 
(the population of Swindon is approximately 
192,600). 

• Knowledge of other facts relating to tourism, fishing, 
distribution of the fish, trade of the fish, houses and 
the problem of erosion and houses falling into the sea. 

• Revision of the 4 compass points to follow/give 
directions and learn how to use letter/number co-
ordinates to locate features on a map. 

• Some key Whitby physical geography includes: sea, 
cliffs, beaches, erosion. 

• How to collect, record evidence and analyse it to 
begin to draw conclusions by making comparisons 
between Swindon and Whitby using photos/ pictures, 
temperatures in different locations.  

• Settlement: 
A place where people live and have established a 
community. 

• Economic activity: 
Making, purchasing or selling goods and services. 

• Trade links: 
Links made between the seller and buyer (between 
companies, countries…). 

• The structure of the Earth: 
Inner Core: 
A solid part at the centre of the Earth. 
Outer Core: 
The liquid part of the core. 
Mantle: 
Semi-liquid layer of magma and molten rock. 
Crust: 
Solid layer of rock on the surface of the Earth and is 
made of tectonic plates. 
Tectonic plates: 
The Earth’s crust is made of tectonic plates that are 
constantly moving (very slowly).  When they move 
against each other, volcanoes are formed and 
earthquakes may occur at these plate boundaries. 

• Volcanoes allow magma (lava), hot ash and gases to 
escape into the atmosphere. 

• Violent eruptions occur when tectonic plates move 
towards each other. 

• Some volcanoes e.g. Manua Loa, are located on hot 
spots in the Earth’s crust.  This means that lava 
usually flows slowly out of them. 

• Pyroclastic flows: 
Fast moving clouds of hot ash, gas and rock. 

• Ash clouds: 
Small pieces of rock and glass that can be carried in 
the air for many kilometres. 

• Volcanic bombs: 
Large bits of very hot rock blown out of a volcano. 

• Some volcanos are tourist attractions. 
• The soil around a volcano is very fertile because of 

the nutrients and minerals deposited as a result of 
lava flow. 

• Know the structure of a volcano. 



• A river has a channel, with banks on both sides and a 
bed. 

• Due to gravity, rivers always flow downhill and 
meander (move) around obstacles like large rocks or 
hills.  Over time, rivers will erode rock, to form 
canyons and gorges. 

• Delta: land created by the deposition of the sediment 
as the river slows down, before it reaches the mouth. 

• Flood plain: Land where a river floods. 
• Mouth: Where the river meets the sea. 
• Tributaries: Little rivers that will join to form one 

larger river. 
• Meander: A bend in the river caused by a force 

pushing the fast flowing water with more energy to 
the outside of the bend, where erosion takes place. 

• Source: Where the river begins. 

• Land use: 
Management and modification of natural land, into 
built environments e.g. a settlement, farm… 

• Distribution of natural resources: 
How resources are shared with other places (not 
always equally) and used e.g. energy, food, minerals 
and water. 

 

• Some volcanoes include: 
Mount Fuji 
Mount Etna 
Mount Vesuvius 
Villarica 
Mauna Loa 

• Sketch maps are simple drawings of the landscape.  
They show things that are sometimes hidden in 
photographs or maps (e.g. the impact of tourists, 
eruptions… on a landscape). 

 
 
 

 
Skills/ 
Communication 

Pupils can: 
• Locate the River Nile on a world map. 
• Identify the countries that the River Nile runs 

through. 
• Use atlases, books and the internet to research facts 

about the River Nile’s features. 
• Explain what the source of a river is and locate the 

source of the River Nile on a map. 
• Explain what the mouth of a river is and locate the 

mouth of the River Nile on a map. 
• Describe the journey of the River Nile from source to 

mouth using appropriate geographical vocabulary. 
• Explain how a river is formed. 
• Explain what the Aswan High Dam is and why it was 

built. 
• Describe some of the positive impacts the Aswan 

High Dam has had on Egypt. 
• Describe some of the negative impacts the Aswan 

High Dam has had on Egypt. 
• Describe what a delta is. 
• Describe some of the physical features of the Nile 

Delta. 
• Describe some of the human features of the Nile 

Delta. 
• Compare the physical and human features of the Nile 

Delta to London. 
• Identify and describe some of the ways that the River 

Nile is used today. 

Pupils can:  
• Use atlases to locate Swindon and Whitby on a map 

of the UK. 
• Use the 8 compass points to describe where Whitby is 

in relation to Swindon. 
• Locate key features of Whitby on a map. 
• Identify similarities and differences between Whitby 

and their school. 
• Describe the landscape of Whitby town centre. 
• Describe the landscape around Whitby. 
• Identify some of the similarities and differences 

between the landscape near Whitby and Swindon. 
• Name different types of land use. 
• Identify the way land is used, from a digital map. 
• Use a key to record types of land use, on a sketch 

map. 
• Identify similarities and differences between land 

used in Whitby and Swindon. 
• Discuss the human geography of Whitby. 
• Identify similarities and differences between the 

human geography of Whitby and Swindon. 
• State what planning is needed for a trip in the UK. 
• Use the internet to research information about travel 

to Whitby. 
• Use the internet to research information about 

accommodation and tourist destinations in Whitby. 
• Identify similarities and differences between the 

physical geography of Whitby and Swindon. 

Pupils can: 
• Label the main parts of the Earth’s structure on a 

diagram. 
• Explain where tectonic plates are found and show 

how they move. 
• Explain how a volcano is formed. 
• State the name of at least 3 main parts of a volcano’s 

structure. 
• Explain what happens when a volcano erupts and 

state at least 2 things that are produced from its 
eruption. 

• Explain how volcanic eruptions affect the land and 
people near the volcano. 

• Begin to ask geographical questions about volcanoes. 
• Use non-fiction books, stories, atlases, pictures and 

the internet to research and investigate their own 
enquiries about volcanoes.   

• Use an atlas to locate Mount Etna and the settlements 
surrounding it. 

• Use the internet to research interesting facts about 
Mount Etna and how safe it is to live near. 

 
 
 
 
• Draw a sketch map of Avebury identifying the key 

physical and human features on their map. 
• Use maps to locate human and physical features 

within the landscape of Avebury. 



• Investigate and describe some of the ways that the 
River Nile was used in Ancient Egypt. 

• Assess the importance of the River Nile and discuss 
its impact on Egypt. 

• Describe some of the physical geographical features 
of the River Nile in Egypt. 

• Describe some of human geographical features of the 
River Nile in Egypt. 

• Draw on their knowledge and understanding of the 
River Nile to explain what a journey up the Nile 
might be like. 

• Identify similarities and differences between the 
human geography of Whitby and Swindon. 

• Provide suggestions about how life is different for 
people living in Whitby and Swindon. 

• Provide suggestions about how life is similar for 
people living in Whitby and Swindon. 

• Consider how the human and physical features affect 
the local area of Avebury. 

• Use aerial photographs to locate features in Avebury 
and compare these to Stonehenge. 

Key  
Vocabulary and 
conceptual 
understanding 

Source                                                Mouth 
Tributary                                            River 
Blue Nile                                        White Nile 
Khartoum, Sudan                  Lake Tana, Ethiopia 
Mediterranean Sea                               North 
South                                                Gravity 
Delta                                                 Sediment 
Fertile land                                         Towns 
Cities                                               Waterfalls 
Elevation                                            Egypt 
Aswan High Dam                                Fertile 
Flood                                                  Famine 
Reservoir                                           Sluice gates 
Hydroelectric power                    Physical features 
Human features                            Alexandria 
Luxor                                           Precipitation 
Temperature                                     Tributaries 
Distributaries                                    Population 
Transport                                           Cruises 
Fishing                                              Irrigation 
Trade                                                 

Locate                                                Swindon 
Whitby                                              Settlement 
Land use                                  Economic activity 
Trade links                                        Distribution 
Natural resources                                   Energy 
Food                                                    Minerals  
Sea                                                        Cliffs 
Beaches                                                Erosion 
Whale bone                                   Whitby Abbey 
North                                                     East 
South                                                    West 
North East                                        North West 
South West                                       South East,  
Four figure grid references                     Symbols  
Key                                  Ordnance Survey maps  
Maps                                                   Atlases 
Globes                         Digital/computer mapping  
Locate                                                  Analyse 
Compare                                              River Esk 
North Sea                                      Jurassic coast 
Harbour                                               Tourists  
Yorkshire Moors National Park                                                                  
Geographical similarities and differences 
Human and physical geography,  
Letter/number co-ordinates, record evidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crust                                                 Mantle 
Outer core                                        Inner core 
Erupt                                                Volcano 
Volcanic                                             Layer 
Tectonic plates                                    Float Mantle                                               
Valley 
Lava                                                 Magma 
Ash                                                Cone shape 
Pressure                                        Eruption cloud 
Magma chamber                     Conduit/main vent,  
Crater                                              Symbols  
Key                                                   Maps Atlases                                             
Locate  
Sketch map                              Physical features 
Human features                      Aerial photographs 
Compare                                       Landscape 
Difference                                        Similarity 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 4 UK  CITIES AND COUNTIES AMAZON RAINFOREST AND THE WATER 
CYCLE 

 

 

NC Strand (1b) Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom… and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land use 
patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time. 
 
(2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom… 
 
(4a) Use maps… digital/computer mapping to locate 
and describe features studied. 
 
(4b) Use the eight points of a compass, four …figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom… 
 

(1a) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on… South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions… 
 
(1c) Identify the position and significance of… the 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn… 
 
(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts and the water cycle.  Describe and 
understand key aspects of human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including… food… 
 
(4a) Use maps, atlases, globes… to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
 
(4b) Use… symbols and key to build their knowledge 
of the… wider world. 
 

 

Enquiry 
(through  

• Where are the main cities of the UK? 
• What route would you take if you were having a bus 
tour around London’s key landmarks? 

• Where are rainforests located?  What do they all have 
in common? 

•  



Key Qs): • How has London’s city landscape changed over time? 
• What is a county?  What counties border Wiltshire? 
• How do you use a legend to identify hills and 
mountains in the UK? 

 

• Where is the Amazon Rainforest located? What is the 
structure of a rainforest? What species live in the 
Amazon Rainforest? 

• Why is the Amazon Rainforest’s climate so hot and 
humid? What is the water cycle?  

• How do tribes survive in the Amazon Rainforest? 
• What are the threats against the rainforests?  What 

measures are in place to protect rainforests?  
Knowledge and 
Understanding 
 

• Some UK cities that children may locate (other than the 
capitals) include: 
Manchester 
Birmingham 
Liverpool 
Bristol 
Glasgow 
Leeds 
Cambridge 
Newcastle 
Oxford 
Brighton 
Southampton 
Bath 

• Some key city landmarks may include: 
The Roman Baths 
Brighton Palace Pier 
The Radcliffe Camera  
Bath Spa University 
Old Trafford 
Clifton Suspension Bridge 
Brunel’s SS Great Britain 
Cadbury World 
Royal Albert Dock 
Glasgow Cathedral 
Botanic Garden 
Angel of the North 
Bridge of Sights 
Oxford Castle 
Royal Pavilion 
SeaCity Museum 

• Key landmarks of London: 
London Eye 
Buckingham Palace 
Tower Bridge 
Big Ben and Houses of Parliament 
Natural History Museum, V&A and Science Museum 

• Biome is an area of the planet that can be classified 
according to the plants and animals that live in it. It is 
a specific geographic area notable for the species 
living there. A biome can be made up of many 
ecosystems. For example, an aquatic biome can 
contain ecosystems such as coral reefs and kelp 
forests. 

• Vegetation belt is plant life as a whole within a 
certain area. An area of the planet, characterised by 
certain flora due to its climate conditions. 

• Climate is a description of average weather 
conditions in a certain place for the past 30 years or 
so. 

• A good video explaining the tropics: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tC8OOxOFEk 

• Examples of some rainforests: 
The Amazon 
The Congo 
Daintree 
Southeast Asian 
• The four main layers of the rainforest are: 
Top layer: tallest trees emerge into daylight (50m 
high). 
Main canopy: dense foliage (30-40m high). 
Understorey: small trees, creepers and vines. 
Forest floor: mosses, ferns and fungi. 
• Some produce and products that come from the 
rainforest include: 
coffee, chocolate, bananas, pineapples, nuts, pepper 
and spices, cinnamon, avocado, coconuts, oranges, 
rubber, palm oil and timber. 
• The rainforest climate means that some products 
cannot be grown in the UK and that they have to grow 
elsewhere and be imported. 
• The Amazon Rainforest is located in South America 
and is over 5.5 million square kilometres (The UK 
would fit into it 17 times)! 

o  



The Royal Albert Hall 
Westminster Abbey 

• How London’s city landscape has changed over time: 
o It originated in AD 43 as a Roman settlement 

called Londinium and had a population of around 
60,000 people. 

o In AD 800, the Vikings attacked an Anglo-Saxon 
settlement just outside of the original Roman city.  
They renamed this settlement Lundenburgh and 
had a population of around 15,000. 

o AD 1209, London Bridge was built. 
o Between AD 1485 and AD 1603, River Thames 

provided and important trading link with Russia 
and newly-discovered America. 

o Trading companies developed. 
o AD 1666 – Great Fire of London. 
o AD 1708 – St Paul’s Cathedral was completed. 
o AD 1762 – King George III bought Buckingham 

House. 
o In the Victorian period, London became the 

capital of the British Empire. 
o Trading and finance increased in importance. 
o Railway links were built, housing areas grew in 

size, Trafalgar Square, Big Ben, the Royal Albert 
Hall and Tower Bridge were built. 

o WW2 saw the destruction of buildings and after 
the war, high-rise flats were introduced. 

o Thames Barrier was built. 
• What is the Prime Meridian – it is an imaginary line 

which divides the Earth into 2 hemispheres (eastern 
and western).  This Meridian line runs through the 
Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England and is set 
at 0 degrees.  It is used to help with navigation. 

 
• Swindon is in the county of Wiltshire and borders with: 

Gloucestershire 
Berkshire 
Hampshire 
Dorset 
Somerset 
https://wikishire.co.uk/map 
• The legend in a topographical map, is a gauge of how 

high the ground is above sea level – green areas are the 
lowest and red areas are the highest. 

• Some mountain activities include: 
skiing 

• The Amazon River runs through the north of the 
rainforest and has hundreds of waterways. 
• In the Amazon, there are around 40,000 plant species, 
1,300 bird species, and 3,000 types of fish, 430 
mammals and 2.5 million different insects. 
• Due to the thickness of the canopy, the Amazon floor 
is in permanent darkness.  It can take about 10 
minutes for the water to reach the ground because the 
canopy is so thick. 
• The Water Cycle: 
Water evaporates into the air. 
Water vapour condenses into clouds. 
Water falls as precipitation. 
Water returns to the sea. 

 
 
 



Rearing livestock 
Climbing 
Walking 
Camping 

 
Skills/ 
Communication 
 

Pupils can: 
• Locate on a map, at least 4 cities (other than the capital 

cities) in the UK. 
• Use books and the internet to investigate what the key 

recognisable landmarks of the 4 capital cities are. 
• On a map of London, identify the location of the 

key/significant landmarks. 
• Use the 8 compass points to devise and map a route 

that links the key landmarks around London together 
(for a bus tour). 

• Locate London on world and UK maps. 
• Identify ways that London has changed over time. 
• Identify the location of the Prime Meridian. 
• Explain the importance of Prime Meridian to London’s 

history. 
• State what a county is. 
• Understand that the United Kingdom is divided into 

counties. 
• Draw a sketch map of their county, label where 

Swindon is and then add and name the surrounding 
counties. 

• Name some areas of high ground in the UK. 
• Locate areas of high ground on a map of the UK. 
• Begin to use a legend to locate areas of high ground on 

a map. 
• Locate the heights of a peak on a map. 
• Use four-figure grid references to locate places on a 

map. 
• Explain how to give co-ordinates by going across first 

and then up. 

Pupils can: 
• Locate countries that contain rainforests, on a world 

map and using an atlas – differentiated number of 
countries that children will need to locate, dependent 
on their level of ability. 

• Revisit why a rainforest has a hot and humid climate, 
linking this to the idea of the Equator. 

• Understand how the climate differs on different parts 
of the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

• Expand and explain the reasons behind the hot 
rainforest climate by including the terms, Tropic of 
Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn. 

• Describe and understand the Amazon Rainforest’s 
structure. 

• Use an atlas and the internet to find out about the 
Amazon Rainforest and describe some of its physical 
features. 

• Describe the Amazon biome. 
• Define the word ‘climate’. 
• Describe the climate of a tropical rainforest. 
• Understand and explain the stages of the water cycle. 
• Apply their knowledge of the water cycle to explain 

why the Amazon Rainforest’s climate is so hot and 
humid. 

• Know that settlements exist in the rainforest. 
• Using the internet, research about a tribe that lives in 

the Amazon Rainforest. 
• Compare the similarities and differences between life 

in our society and life in a rainforest tribe. 
• Identify the threats to Amazon Rainforest and 

consider the impact these will have on the species that 
live there. 

• Develop an understanding of the measures being 
taken to protect the Amazon Rainforest and the 
species that live there. 

 
 

•  

Key  
Vocabulary 

City                                                    Industry 
Route                                                   Trade 
Administrative area                             Boundary 

Biome                                               Planet 
Classified                                           Plants 
Ecosystems                                  Vegetation Belt 

 



& conceptual 
understanding 
 

County                                            Picture map 
Intercity                                             Journey 
United Kingdom                                   Region 
Landmark                                           Legend 
Topographical                                       Peak 
Change                                             Population 
Grid reference                                   Co-ordinate 

Amazon Rainforest                           Acacia tree 
Tree fern                                         Kapok tree 
epiphyte – a plant that grows on another plant 
 
South America                                    Brazil 
Tropical                                     Tropic of Cancer Tropic 
of Capricorn                            Equator 
Climate                                            Rainfall 
Temperature                                    Humidity 
Forest floor                                  Emergent layer 
Canopy                                        Understorey 
Deforestation                                Endangered 
Sustainable                                     Symbols  Locate 
Longitude                            Northern Hemisphere 
Southern Hemisphere 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 5 THE PURPOSE OF PARKS EUROPE AND THE UK MOUNTAINOUS LANDSCAPES 

NC Strand (2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom… and a 
region within North America. 
 

(1a) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe (including the location of Russia)… 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities. 
 

(1a) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe… and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical… characteristics… 
 



(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
and human geography. 
 
(4a) Use maps… digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 
 
(4b) Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world. 
 
(4c) Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
 
 
 

(1c) Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Norther Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian… 
 
(2a) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country… 
 
(4a) Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 

(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including… rivers and mountains. 
 
(4a) Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate and describe features studied. 
 
(4b) Use… six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world. 

Enquiry 
(through  
Key Qs): 

• Where in North America is Central Park located and 
why was it created? 
• Where in Swindon is Queens Park located and why 
was it created? 
• What route would we take to get to Queens Park?  
What data would we gather about Queens Park to 
understand its purpose in the Town Centre?  
• What observations and data have we collected from 
Queens Park?  What does it tell us? 
• What events take place in Queens Park? 
• Why are parks important in urbanised areas? 
• What are the similarities and differences between 
Queens Park and Central Park? 

 
 
 
 

• Which countries are in the European continent? 
• Why do we use latitude and longitude when locating 

places on a globe? 
• What is the landscape like in Eastern Europe and how 

does it compare to the UK? 
• What is the climate like in Eastern Europe and how 

does it compare to the UK? 
• How does the human geography of Eastern Europe 

compare to the UK? 

• How are landscapes different? 
• What are the highest mountains in the world?  Where 

are they located? 
• How are mountains made? 
• What are the highest mountains in the UK? 
• What are the most famous mountain ridges in the 

world? 
• What would you pack to climb Mount Snowden? 
• Who are Edmund and Tenzing?  What link do they 

have to mountains? 

 
Knowledge and 
Understanding 
 

• How to use an OS map to plan a route of their local 
area. 
• 8-compass points and are able to use them when 
planning a route. 
• How to use a key on an OS map. 
• How to measure the distance of their route on a map 
(using the scale provided). 
• Facts about Central Park, New York: 
o It is the largest and most important public park in 

Manhattan, New York City. 

• Europe is the second smallest continent, with 
Oceania being the smallest.  It is joined to Asia and 
the division is defined by two mountain ranges 
(Urals and Caucasus).  This means that Russia is 
partly in Europe and partly in Asia. 

• There are around 50 countries located in Europe. 
• Most countries use the Euro as their currency 

however the UK uses pounds, Denmark uses the 
Danish Krone, Sweden uses the Swedish Krona and 
Russia uses the Russian Rouble.  

Misconceptions to consider: 
• Children may still be confused between the definition 

of physical and human landscape. 
• Some may be confused with the water cycle and 

believe that river water flows from the sea into the 
mountains. 

• Children may be confused with the spellings of 
‘source’ (sauce) and ‘current’ (currant). 

• Children may find it hard to comprehend geological 
time. 



o In the 1840s there was increasing urbanisation of 
Manhattan and widespread support for a large park to 
be built. 

o Before any building took place, in 1857 the side was 
cleared (removal of bone-boiling works, small basic 
housing and farms, free-roaming livestock and 
several open drains and sewers). 

o It has an area of 840 acres. 
o It was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted and 

Calvert Vaux – chosen from a competition of 33 
plans in 1858. 

o About 5,000,000 trees and shrubs were planted, 
bridges, arches, roads and a water-supply system 
were laid. 

o The park officially opened in 1876. 
o What happens in Central Park today: 

§ Picnics 
§ Horse and Carriage tours 
§ Tours and bike rentals 
§ Visit Belvedere Castle  
§ Central Park Zoo 
§ Boat rides on the lake 
§ Over 21 playgrounds 
§ Running 
§ Yoga 
§ https://www.centralpark.com/search/event/upcoming-events/#page=1  

• Facts about Queens Park: 
o Planning initially began in 1937 for areas of derelict 

land in Swindon for possible sites for public parks 
and recreation areas – interesting fact: the park 
was referred to as Central Park in the planning. 

o A Garden of Reembrace was opened in 1950 by 
Princess Elizabeth to commemorate those who lost 
their lives in WW2. 

o The main park was officially opened in 1853 by Sir 
Noel Arkell, High Sheriff of Wiltshire to 
commemorate the coronation of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II.   

o In 160, as part of Swindon Borough’s Diamond 
Jubilee, additional land to the east was purchased 
and 1 new entrances created (by 1964, the rock 
gardens, rose garden, terrace with pergola and a 
large conservatory called the Show House, were all 
built). 

o https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1001549 

• Europe is the only continent not to have a desert. 
• Key physical features of Europe include: 

The Alps, Carpathians and Scandinavia (main 
mountain areas). 
Rivers Rhine, Danube and Volga. 
The seas that border Europe include the Baltic, 
Mediterranean and the Black Seas. 
The climate varies within Europe as some areas 
have the intense cold of the Arctic regions and 
other regions have the heat of the Mediterranean. 

• Key human features of Europe include: 
The Eiffel Tower 
Stonehenge 
Colosseum 
The Louvre 
The Sistine Chapel 
Acropolis and Parthenon 

• Latitude: Lines of latitude run around the earth 
and have numbers to show how many degrees north 
or south they are from the Equator. 

• Longitude: Lines of longitude run from the top of 
the Earth to the bottom, dividing the earth up into 
‘segments’.  The Greenwich Meridian is the 
longitudinal line that is the starting point at zero 
degrees and the other lines show how many degrees 
east or west a place is. 

• Climate: The average conditions of a place over a 
long period of time. 

• Weather: A specific meteorological condition on a 
given day. 

• The longest river in each continent: 
Africa = Nile – 6,695km 
Asia = Chang Jiang – 6,350km 
Europe = Volga – 3,692km 
North America = Mississippi-Missouri – 5,969km 
South America = Amazon – 6,516km  
Oceania = Murray-Darling – 1,472km  

• The highest mountain in each continent: 
Africa = Mount Kilimanjaro – 5,892m 
Antarctica = Vinson Massif – 4,892m 
Asia = Mount Everest – 8,848m 
Europe = Elbrus – 5,642m 
North America = Mount McKinley – 6,194m 
South America = Aconcagua – 6,959m 
Oceania = Puncak Jaya – 5,030m 

• Contour Lines: Show the high and low areas of land 
(the numbers represent the height of land above sea 
level).  The closer together the lines are, the steeper the 
incline.   

• Mountain range: A group of mountains that can be 
found on land or under the sea. 

• Some mountain ranges include: 
Alps, Europe 
Rockies, North America 
Andes, South America 
Himalayas, Asia 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge 

• Some mountains are formed when tectonic plates push 
against each other, causing the land to push up.  Some 
mountains are dormant volcanoes (Ben Nevis and 
Snowdonia) which haven’t been active for millions of 
years. 

• Interestingly, the Mid-Atlantic Ridge has been formed 
by the tectonic plates moving apparat, causing laver to 
erupt out of the gap that is left.  As the lava cools, it 
creates a long line of mountains under the ocean. 

• To classify something as a mountain, the land 
generally needs to be over 600 metres high. 

• Children will need to know the key parts of a mountain 
range: summit, face, snow line, ridge, slope, tree line, 
base and plateau. 

• The higher up a mountain you go, the colder it gets 
and the thinner the air (for some mountains (like 
Mount Everest, climbers need to use oxygen masks the 
further up they climb). 



 
Skills/ 
Communication 
 

Pupils can: 
• Locate New York and Central Park in an atlas. 
• State which continent New York is in. 
• Use the internet to research the history of Central 

Park and why it was created. 
• Identify human and physical features of Central Park 

on aerial photographs and a map of the area, 
considering how the community utilises the park. 

• Locate Queens Park on an OS map of Swindon. 
• Use the internet to research the history of Queens 

Park and why it was created. 
• Identify human and physical features of Queens Park 

on photographs and a map of the area. 
• Map a route from the school to Queens Park and give 

directions using the 8 compass points. 
• Use a map scale when measuring the distance of their 

route (from school to the park). 
• Consider what data they need to gather to support 

their investigation of the park’s purpose. 
• Explain how they will gather their data. 
• Gather and record data about who has visited Queens 

Park and present this data in a graph. 
• Make observations (using sketch maps/photographs) 

of the human and physical features present in Queens 
Park and link these to their original findings from 
maps and photographs. 

• Extend their research about Queens Park, to 
investigate if there are any annual events take place 
in the area. 

• Use their findings from their fieldtrip to Queens Park 
and their additional research, to consider the positive 
impact that it has on the community. 

• Produce an information leaflet about Queens Park, 
highlighting its key features (human and physical and 
events that take place) to encourage visitors. 

• Identify the similarities and differences between 
Queens Park and Central park (including human and 
physical features and how it is utilised). 

Pupils can: 
• Recall that Europe is one of the seven continents 

and that the UK is in that continent. 
• Use a world map to name and locate at least seven 

countries within Europe and their capital cities. 
• Identify and describe some key physical and human 

features of 4 countries in Europe. 
• Compare the climate of Stockholm, Sweden and 

Madrid, Spain. 
• Understand what latitude and longitude are. 
• Describe how the latitude of a country can 

influence its landscape. 
• State and describe the important physical features 

of an area of Eastern Europe. 
• Identify differences between the physical features 

of a place in Eastern Europe and the UK, using 
aerial images, maps and atlases. 

• Identify similarities between the physical features 
of a region in Eastern Europe and the UK, using 
aerial images, maps and atlases. 

• Explain the difference between climate and 
weather. 

• Describe how latitude of a country influences its 
climate. 

• Describe the climate of an area of Eastern Europe. 
• Using the internet, research and identify differences 

between the climate of a place in Eastern Europe 
and the UK. 

• Using the internet, research and identify similarities 
between the climate of a place in Eastern Europe 
and the UK. 

• Describe the human geography of an area of 
Eastern Europe. 

• Using the internet, research and identify differences 
between the human geography of a place in Europe 
and the UK. 

• Using the internet, research and identify similarities 
between the human geography of a place in Eastern 
Europe and the UK. 

Pupils can: 
• Use an atlas to locate a river in each continent (except 

Antarctica). 
• Using an atlas, identify the name of the river, the 

mountains where the river begins (source) and the 
sea/ocean that it flows into (mouth). 

• Some may be able to use the internet to research other 
interesting facts about the rivers e.g. its length (if they 
have completed all the other tasks in the lesson). 

• Use an atlas and the internet to research and compile a 
list of the highest mountains in the world. 

• Begin to use six-figure grid references to locate 
mountains on a map. 

• Apply their understanding of tectonic plates to 
describe the 3 main ways that mountains are formed. 

• Use the correct geographical terminology (syncline, 
peak/summit, rock strata, fault lines, erode, magma, 
crust and pressure) when labelling diagrams showing 
mountain formations. 

• Use a legend and contour lines to locate key areas of 
higher ground in the UK. 

• Use a map to find and describe key features of the 
mountains. 

• Find the height of a peak on a map. 
• Describe what a hill might look like based on the 

contours on a map. 
• Compare contour annotations on an OS map, to a 3D 

view on Google Earth, making connections between 
contour lines and the different levels of ground. 

• Identify the key parts of a mountain range and label 
them on a diagram. 

• Use an atlas, the internet and books to research 
interesting facts about one of the world’s greatest 
mountain ranges. 

• Understand and describe the distinctive climates of 
high mountains. 

• Consider what mountaineers would need to survive 
and stay safe when climbing a high mountain. 

• Write an informative and interesting report about how 
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay became the first 
climbers to reach the summit of Mount Everest in 
1953. 
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Year 6 SUSTAINABLE LIVING EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMIS FIELDWORK  - LISTED BUILDINGS 

NC Strand (NC Purpose of study) …inspire in pupils a curiosity 
and fascination about the world and its people that will 
remain with them for the rest of their lives.  Teaching 
should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse 
places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments… 
 
(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography… economic activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water. 
 
(4a) Use maps… to locate countries. 

(3a) Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography including earthquakes. 
 
(4a) Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
 
(4b) Use… four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key… to build their knowledge of… the wider 
world. 

(4b) Use… six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom… 
 
(4c) Use fieldwork to observe… record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans… and 
digital technologies. 

Enquiry 
(through  
Key Qs): 

• What does sustainability mean? 
• What are ‘food miles’? 
• How big is our carbon footprint? 
• Do we live in a fair world? 
• What kind of future do we want? 
• How are our local choices connected to global issues? 
 

• What do you think earthquakes are? 
• Where do earthquakes happen and why? 
• What causes earthquakes? 
• What causes tsunamis? 
• How are people affected by tsunamis and what safety 

has been put in place? 
• How are people affected by earthquakes? 
• How has Japan improved its buildings to protect their 

people in an earthquake? 

• Are there any places you value or think are special in 
our local area that you wish to protect and preserve? 

• Are there any listed buildings in Swindon? 
• Why is the Swindon Corn Exchange a listed 

building? 
• What has the Swindon Corn Exchange been used for 

over the years? 
• How are planners looking to redevelop the Corn 

Exchange?  What are the pros and cons with these 
plans? 

• What do you think should be done with the Swindon 
Corn Exchange?  Why? 

 Misconceptions to consider: 
• Children may think that climate change is good 
because it will mean that there will be higher 

• Earthquake are often a result of the instability created 
where tectonic plates meet and fault lines form.  Their 
intensity ranges from barely perceptible to violent and 

• Understand how to draw an effective sketch map (clear 
layout, with labelling and identifying key features on 
the map, using a key…). 



Knowledge and 
Understanding 
 

temperatures throughout the year and they can enjoy 
the warm sunshine outside. 
• Children don’t realise that climate change leads to 
more unpredictable weather. 
• Sustainability: Considering how we use natural 
resources in a way to maintain an ecological balance 
and avoid a depletion of natural resources. 
• Carbon footprint: The amount of carbon dioxide you 
produce as a result of your daily activities. 
• When fossil fuels are burnt, they produce carbon 
dioxide and this is known as a ‘greenhouse’ gas 
because it traps heat.  This then causes the Earth to 
warm up. 

 

destructive.  Their magnitude is often measured on the 
Richter magnitude scale. 

• As tectonic plates move past each other or ‘crash’ into 
each other, friction between the plates is created.  
Where the tectonic plates meet is called the fault 
plane.  As the amount of friction increases the 
pressure builds up until it is suddenly released as a 
shockwave (earthquake). 

• The place where the earthquake originates is called 
the hypocentre. The place where it begins on the crust 
is called the epicentre.  

• Most earthquakes happen on the tectonic plate 
boundaries, so it makes it easier for people to know 
where they may occur, but not when. 

• Earthquakes happen at different depths and shallower 
earthquakes are more destructive. 

• Some key places to study earthquakes: 
South-west region of China 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Turkey 
Japan (near Pacific Ring of Fire) 
Peru 
West coast of the US (in the Pacific Ring of Fire) 
Southern Italy 

• How Japan has improved their buildings: 
o Buildings have shock absorbers. 
o Dampers at the base of the building to absorb the 

shock and help reduce the vibrations travelling 
through the building. 

o Using mesh structures to help support the building 
and prevent the building’s supports buckling. 

o Base isolation – foundations made from rubber. 
o Reinforced concrete core. 

• Waves, including tsunamis have a wave and a crest.  
They both consist of movement of energy through 
water.  

• Tsunamis occur when: 
Underwater volcanic eruption 
Submarine landslide 
Earthquake – tectonic plates slip, sending masses of 
energy up through the water, causing it to rise above 
sea level.  Gravity pulls the water back down and this 
makes the energy travel horizontally.  The tsunami 
can travel 500 miles per hour.  The energy travels 
through the water and a large wave is not visible from 

• Some listed buildings in Swindon include: 
Corn Exchange 
Holy Rood Church 
Richard Jefferies Museum 
Website of listed buildings: 
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/england/swindon#.XsgO0GhKhPb  

• Understand how to interpret local building proposals. 



a distance.  Only when the water becomes shallower, 
will the wave height increase, as the energy can no 
longer easily travel forward and therefore goes 
upward.  The wave speed reduces as it reaches the 
shore. 

• Some ways people have protected their coastal areas 
against tsunamis: 
o Flood gates 
o Sea walls 
o Channels to divert the water 
o Early detection 
o Alert systems 
o Warning signs on beaches etc. 

Skills/ 
Communication 
 

Pupils can: 
• Consider what sustainability means and attempt to 
define the term. 
• Reflect and consider what creatures they share the 
Earth with. 
• Understand what is meant by ‘food miles’. 
• Investigate which countries the food in the school 
kitchen is imported from and map this on a world map. 
• Understand and define the term ‘carbon footprint’. 
• Understand and explain how their daily routines can 
affect their carbon footprint. 
• Suggest ways they can reduce their carbon footprint 
and help to protect the environment. 
• Distinguish between luxuries and essential items for 
survival. 
• Consider and discuss ways to ensure the world 
becomes a fairer place for disadvantaged people. 
• Reflect on the words of Gandhi: ‘The world has 
enough for everyone’s need, but not enough for 
everyone’s greed.’  Discuss whether there are enough 
resources for everybody in the world today and 
whether wealth could be distributed more evenly. 
• Define the term ‘sustainability’ and investigate how 
people are trying to be more sustainable e.g. solar 
panels, wind turbines, recycling… 
• Investigate ways of how they could make the school 
more sustainable. 
• Create a long-term plan for looking after the school and 
its grounds with actions and suggestions that could be 
presented to the school governors. 

Pupils can: 
• Consider what an earthquake is and attempt to define 

the term.  
• Use the internet and books, to research and investigate 

where earthquakes have occurred in the world. 
• Locate on a world map areas where there has been an 

earthquake. 
• Identify where an earthquake is likely to happen and 

why. 
• Some may make links between earthquakes and 

volcanoes. 
• Describe what happens to the Earth’s crust and how 

this may cause an earthquake. 
• Label a diagram illustrating the stages of an 

earthquake. 
• Describe why a tsunami occurs and what effect it has 

on the land. 
• Label a diagram illustrating the stages of a tsunami. 
• Consider the impact a tsunami would have inland. 
• Discuss what lessons have been learnt from tsunamis 

and how people’s safety has been improved. 
• Use an atlas, the internet and books to research about 

a particular earthquake and produce an informative 
poster about: 
When and where it happened? 
What was the devastation? 
What happened as a rescue operation? 
What improvements have been made to protect the 
people? 

• Understand and explain how in Japan, buildings have 
been built to help protect the population in the event 
of an earthquake. 

Pupils can: 
• Locate buildings and areas which they value, on an 

OS map of Swindon (somewhere/something that 
means a lot to them e.g. I value my park because it is 
where people can gather for festivals and it brings 
the community together). 

• Consolidate their knowledge and understanding of 
six-figure grid references and apply this when 
locating listed buildings on an OS map. 

• Understand and define the term ‘preserve’.   
• Understand and define the term ‘listed building’. 
• Use the internet to investigate any buildings that 

have been listed for their architectural or historical 
interest. 

• Use the internet to research the origins of the 
Swindon Corn Exchange. 

• Make a sketch map of a listed building in Swindon 
(Corn Exchange). 

• Using the internet, research what the Corn Exchange 
building has been used for over the years. 

• Look at planning proposals for the redevelopment of 
the Corn Exchange and consider the pros and cons of 
these ideas. 

• Write a letter to the Council sharing their ideas of 
what improvements could be made to the Corn 
Exchange and explaining how this would benefit the 
local community. 



• Discuss that long-term benefits are often costly in the 
short-term but will improve the sustainability in the 
years to come. 

Key  
Vocabulary 
& conceptual 
understanding 
 

Campaign group                          Carbon footprint 
Charity shop                                    Community 
Environment                                      Food miles 
Recycle                                               Sustainability 
Global                                               Income 
Inequality                                     Life expectancy 
Population                                          Wealth 
Choice                                               Futures 
Planning                                           Sustainable 
Biodiversity                                       Transport 
Carbon dioxide 

Earthquake                                       Cluster 
Pattern                                      Plate Boundaries 
Fault plane                                         Friction 
Zone                                                Volcano 
Map                                                 Locate 
Crust                                                Magma 
Mantle                                         Tectonic Plate 
Tsunami                                           Wave 
Ocean                                               Water 
Displace                                           Aftershock 
Drill                                                 Hypocentre 
Epicentre                                 Pacific Ring of Fire                          

Natural features                         Physical features 
Historical importance                         Local 
Listed building                                Preserve                           
Redevelopment                                 Impact 
Planning proposal                           Sketch map 
Key                                                Location 
Significance                                     Impact 
Community                                     Preserve 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Progression of skills and knowledge 
KS2 – Year 3 

 

Locational knowledge 
• Covered in Years 4 and 5. 

Place knowledge  
• Children compare the geographical similarities and differences between London and the 

areas surrounding the Nile Delta.  They use their prior knowledge of London (from KS1) 
to support them with this. 

• Children begin to identify similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom (Whitby compared to Swindon; 
comparing Avebury with Stonehenge) and will extend compare the UK with other 
countries in the world in later year groups. 

• Children begin to consider the reasons for certain human and physical geography in an 
area, considering its impact on tourism and trade. 

Human and physical geography 
• Children describe and understand key aspects physical geography, including 

rivers and volcanoes. 
• Children develop an understanding of the path of a river from source to 

mouth and how it affects its surrounding environment. 
• They develop an understanding of why and how volcanoes form and their 

impact on the surrounding environment. 
• Children will develop an understanding of how the River Nile impacts on 

the human geography of Egypt (land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources). 

• Children describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water – this is all based around Whitby. 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• Children continue to develop their skill (from KS1) of using maps and atlases to locate 

countries and describe the features studied (River Nile, Whitby’s trade links and 
volcanoes). 

• Children will begin to use atlases and Ordnance Survey maps more independently to 
investigate the area of Whitby and what human and physical features it may have. 

• Children are introduced and begin to understand the purpose of grid references on a map, 
to help pinpoint areas and locate features on an Ordnance Survey map. 

• Children will begin to use four-figure grid references when navigating maps. 
• Children will build upon their knowledge of the 4 compass points and will be introduced 

to all 8 compass points.  
• Children will begin to apply their knowledge of the 8 compass points, when locating 

features on a map. 
• Children will use fieldwork to observe, record and present the human and physical 

features in the local area of Avebury.  They will begin to understand how to produce a 
sketch map when producing one of the Avebury area. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Geography Progression of skills and knowledge 
KS2 – Year 4 

 

Locational knowledge 
• Children use a world map and an atlas to locate the world’s countries that 

include rainforests (concentrating on environmental regions).  These 
regions will include North and South America, as the children will be 
studying the Amazon Rainforest. 
• Children will build on their knowledge of the capital cities of the UK and 

name and locate counties and additional cities of the United Kingdom, 
using maps. 
• Children identify human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features, land use patterns of some of the counties and cities in the United 
Kingdom. 
• Children begin to understand the significance of latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn.  They are able to identify their positions on a globe. 

Place knowledge  
• Children continue to understand the geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom (comparing 
cities and discussing the differences between counties). 

 

Human and physical geography 
• Children develop an awareness of climate zones, biomes, vegetation belts 

and the water cycle. 
• Children develop and understanding of what a climate zone, biome and 

vegetation belt are, in the context of the Amazon Rainforest. 
• Children are able to explain the water cycle and consider the impact of 

deforestation on the cycle. 
• Children describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including food (in 
relation to the Amazon Rainforest). 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• Children continue to use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied. 
• Children reinforce their understanding of the eight points of a compass and four-figure 

grid references. 
• Children will confidently use the eight points of a compass, symbols and key to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom (when studying cities and counties).  
• Children apply their knowledge of symbols and key to build their knowledge of the wider 

world (when locating rainforests). 
• Children will begin to understand how to use a legend on a topographical map to locate 

the highest regions in the UK. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Geography Progression of skills and knowledge 
KS2 – Year 5 

 

Locational knowledge 
• Develop their knowledge of the world, by using a map to locate the 

countries located in Europe (including the location of Russia).  They 
concentrate on the environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics and the capital cities of some of these European countries. 
• Children become more independent when locating countries that have 

mountain ranges and rivers.  They begin to use the map key to locate the 
source and mouth of their river. 
• Children continue to discuss the significance of the Equator, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn and the Arctic and Antarctic Circle when considering 
a country’s climate. 
• Children develop an understanding of the significance of latitude and 

longitude. 
• Children develop an understanding of how the latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic circle all have a part to play when 
understanding the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night). 

Place knowledge  
• Children expand their knowledge of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, to a region in a European country. 
• Children begin to compare human and physical geography of different regions of a 

Europe and the United Kingdom. 
• Children will investigate the geographical similarities and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom (Queens Park, 
Swindon) and a region within North America (Central Park, New York). 

Human and physical geography 
• Children continue to develop their understanding of physical geography, by 

exploring rivers and mountains. 
• Children discuss how mountains are formed and how the climate can be 

dramatically different at the peak of a mountain, compared to its base. 
• When completing their fieldwork, children will be identifying a range of 

human and physical features in their local area, on a map and when going 
on a trip around their local area.  In previous years, the children would have 
developed an improved understanding of what physical and human features 
are, which will support them with this fieldwork. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• Children continue to use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied. 
• They use atlases and the internet to independently investigate a country’s human and 

physical features. 
• Children be introduce to six-figure grid references and continue to develop their ability to 

use symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and develop their knowledge of the wider world. 

• Children will apply their knowledge of the 8-compass points to plan a route on an OS for 
their local enquiry and field trip.   

• Children will use fieldwork to observe, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area.  They will choose from a selection of methods to find the most 
appropriate one for their enquiry. 

• Children will build on their knowledge of topographical maps and develop an 
understanding of how contour lines show how steep a hill/mountain is as well as how 
high. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Geography Progression of skills and knowledge 
KS2 – Year 6 

 

Locational  and place knowledge 
In Years 3, 4 and 5: 

• Children place a lot of focus on developing their understanding of locational and place knowledge within the UK, Europe and North/South America and compare 
the geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of places.   

• They develop an understanding of the importance of latitude, longitude etc. of the Earth. 
 
Therefore, in Year 6, children’s focus is placed more on the impact of physical features (earthquakes and tsunamis) on countries and their populations.  They also place 
more of a focus on their local area and its sustainability and what global impact this may have. 
Human and physical geography 
• Children reinforce their understanding of the Earth’s structure and the role 

of tectonic plates.  They use this knowledge to develop an understanding of 
how and why earthquakes occur. 

• Children make a connection between earthquakes and tsunamis. 
• Children consider the detrimental impact earthquakes and tsunamis have on 

the area (both physically and economically) and they investigate how 
communities and countries have developed preventative and safety 
measures in the event of future earthquakes and tsunamis. 

• Children investigate the sustainability of their schools and how economic 
activity and where their natural resources come from impact on their carbon 
footprint.  They then go on to consider actions and next steps that could be 
put in place to reduce their carbon footprint and improve the school’s 
sustainability. 

• Children investigate alternative ways to produce power for the school, 
considering that the costs may be high but the long-term impact would 
mean the school was much more sustainable. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• Children will continue to use world maps to locate the countries where the school’s food 

has come from.  They will use this knowledge to consider the carbon footprint the school 
is making when purchasing their food. 

• Children will use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
where earthquakes and tsunamis have occurred. 

• Children will apply their knowledge of tectonic plates to help identify connections 
between the location of earthquakes/tsunamis and the tectonic plates. 

• Children will confidently use four and six-figure grid references to develop and build 
their knowledge of the wider world, when locating tsunamis and earthquakes.   

• Children will apply their knowledge of grid references, symbols and key when assessing 
and evaluating building proposals for a local listed building and when using OS maps to 
locate areas of Swindon which they ‘value’. 

• Children will use fieldwork to observe, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area surrounding the Corn Exchange.  They will record their 
observations using photographs and sketch maps. 

• Children will use their fieldwork findings (photos and sketch maps), existing planning 
proposals and the internet to devise ideas for the future of the Corn Exchange, 
considering the impact that it will have on the local area (positive and negative) and 
whether they ‘preserve’ the listed building’s heritage.   



 

Key: 

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Year 6 


