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1. Introduction 
 
Holy Cross Primary School is a primary school facility serving the town of Swindon in Wiltshire. Our 
Queen’s Drive school has its own access, car parking and servicing arrangements, the school can 
also be accessed via a walkway from St Joseph’s Catholic College, Ocotal Way.  The school has a 
capacity of 420 children.  The school population will increase over the years as new children join 
the school. 
 
As an existing education provider we fully understand the considerations that a school must make 
in relation to transport, both in the provision of suitable facilities for the staff, pupils and parents, 
and also in identifying the impact that it may have to the wider community and the local residents. 
We have therefore produced this Travel Plan to assist us in understanding the effect that we have 
on transport and to identify what we can do through good management of processes, policies and 
activities to mitigate any problems that could arise.  We also understand the wider aspects relating 
to the environment and the health of our children and will use this Travel Plan to focus our efforts 
on ensuring both pupils, parents and staff utilise sustainable means of transport where possible. 
 
We do not intend this Travel Plan to be an ‘on the shelf’ report, instead this is to be  a living 
document which is regularly reviewed and updated through consultation with school users, 
Swindon Borough Council travel advisor and those living and working in the area. 

 
2. School Description 
 
The name of the school is Holy Cross Catholic Primary and the address is Queen’s Drive, Swindon, 
Wiltshire, a location plan for which is shown in Figure 1 and Appendix A. 
 
Contact details and a website for the school currently exist at Holy Cross Catholic Primary School.  
The details are provided below: 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School 
Queen’s Drive       T: 01793 527679 
Swindon       E: admin@holycross.swindon.sch.uk 
Wiltshire       W: www.holycross.swindon.sch.uk 
SN3 1AR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Cross Catholic  
Primary  

St Joseph’s Catholic 
College 

Learning & Conference 
Centre  
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Figure 1 – Holy Cross Catholic Primary School Location Plan 

 
The school is for primary stage education and caters for pupils between reception and Year 6 
(approximate ages of 4-11).  
 
The proposed core teaching hours for the school are between 9am and 3.15pm, Monday to Friday. 
These times are subject to change following liaison with St Joseph’s Catholic College regarding 
minimising the need for transporting children by car.  Both breakfast and after school clubs are 
also provided.  These enable the school day to be extended to between the hours of 7.30am until 
6.00pm if required.  
 
Between 5.30pm and 9.30pm on weekdays and 9am until 3pm on weekends, the front portion of 
the building containing the main hall is opened for use by small community groups. Currently, the 
Matt Fiddes Martial Arts Organisation have booked evening sessions throughout the week as well 
as sessions at the weekend.  The Church Youth Ministry use the hall on Sunday afternoons during 
term time. 
 
The school is undertaking a phased intake of pupils over several years, with the maximum capacity 
of 420 pupils not anticipated to be reached until the year 2021-2022.  In addition to the 420 
pupils, there will be approximately 35 equivalent full time staff.  The staff intake will also be 
phased in line with that of the pupil requirements. 
 
The school operates on a formal catchment area, as it is a faith orientated school.  We anticipate 
that a large amount of pupils who will attend the Primary will be within a three mile radius, based 
mainly in the town centre.  
 
The primary car park and turning area are unable to accommodate a coach or bus of more than 
fifteen seats.  This is intentional due to the unnecessary risk management which would need to be 
incorporated into the plan for large coaches and young children.  Only minibuses will be permitted 
to enter the site.   At the beginning and end of the school day, parents may choose to drop off 
junior aged children on the St Joseph’s College site whereby they can use the path through to Holy 
Cross Primary School.   
 
It is currently difficult to ascertain the number of special needs pupils that will be attending the 
school and those that will have a specific transport requirement.  However, current data suggests 
that this will be below the national average.  Levels of disabled parking are in line with current 
national and Local Authority standards. 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School currently has in place a system of Travel Ambassadors and 
nominated staff champions who co-ordinate travel and road safety initiatives.    

 
3. Site Survey 
 
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School is located adjacent to, but separate from, the St Joseph’s 
Catholic College site, off Queen’s Drive in Swindon.  It is situated within the Swindon Borough 
Council administrative boundary and is approximately centred on National Grid Reference SU 
16235 84890.  A location map is presented in Figure 1. 
 
 
The site is located close to the centre of Swindon within the Walcot urban area. It is approximately 
1.3 hectares in size and is sited within the western portion of the wider 7.2 hectare boundary of 
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the existing St Joseph’s Catholic College grounds.  The site was historically used as the St Joseph’s 
lower school building before being demolished when the new College facilities opened in 
September 2006. 
 
To the west of the site lies Queen’s Drive public highway, beyond which there are several 
commercial/retail outlets and residential housing.  To the north lies a public foot/cycle path 
(formally part of the Wilts/Berks Canal), residential housing, allotments and various sporting 
facilities such as football stadia and cricket/athletic grounds.  Directly to the east lies St Joseph’s 
Catholic College, green space and an industrial/commercial retail park. The south is bounded by 
Drake’s Way and residential accommodation. Site photographs are provided in Figure 2. 
 

 
 
           Sheltered Bus Stop on Queen’s Drive            Former Canal Cycle Path and Footway  

 

 
 
       Vehicular Entrance on Queen’s Drive                Site Location (Looking West) 
 

 
 

Figure 2 – Site Photographs 
 

The site is a single storey school building comprising classrooms, sports hall, kitchen, office 
accommodation and ancillary space. Adjoined to the building are additional hard play and covered 
cycle storage with Sheffield stand racking.  
 

Widened and covered pedestrian waiting areas are located adjacent to the main visitor entrance 
on Queen’s Drive and the pupil entrance to the west of the building. A car park serves both staff 
and visitors with a widened access route and layby. A large hard surfaced play area is located 
adjacent to the car parking area.   
 

The Learning and Conference Centre, which belongs to St Joseph’s Catholic College,  remains as an 
existing building, although the associated entrance and car parking is incorporated into that of the 
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new school facility. A summary of the parking provision is detailed in Table 1 below and a site plan 
is provided in Appendix C. 

 
Table 1 – Holy Cross Catholic Primary School Parking Allocation 

 

Provision Type Bays Provided 

Staff Car Parking 19 

Visitor Car Parking 3 

Disabled Car Parking 3 

Drop-off/Pick-up parking  4 

Motorcycle Parking 2 

Staff Cycle Parking 0 

Pupil Cycle Parking A total of 12 Sheffield hoops are 
provided to the covered area 
adjacent to the main hall, with 
the potential for a further 11.  

 
Note: Parking provision for the Learning and Conference Centre facility has been retained as existing and is excluded from the numbers provided 
within the table. 

 
The main vehicular access to the site is via the lay-by adjoining Queen’s Drive. This comprises 
separate entrance and exit points with an intermediate pedestrian traffic island. A pick-up and 
drop-off loop circumnavigates the car park with several ‘drop-off’ parking bays available for use. In 
addition to the vehicle entrance and exit points, a pedestrian and cycle gate is provided to the 
southern boundary of the building, which together with the main entrance is located along 
Queen’s Drive.  
 

Drop Off and Collection Arrangements 
The option of drop off at the County Ground car park is strongly encouraged and promoted. 
Children dropped off at the County Ground car park are walked by Holy Cross Staff as a ‘walking 
bus’, along the footpath between the car park and the school. Numbers are limited and is on a 
‘first come first served’ basis. This is to minimise traffic congestion at the school entrance. 
 

Whilst the operation times of the school will be 8.50am – 3.15pm, Monday to Friday, the actual 
gates will be locked open from 9.00am and in the afternoons they will be locked once the last 
letting has exited the building around 7pm.  These times are subject to change following liaison 
with St Joseph’s Catholic College regarding minimising the need for transporting children by car.  
Any visitor to the school outside of these times will press a video linked buzzer at the locked 
entrance gate and be given access by Reception staff (the car park gates are automated). Parking 
facilities are not provided for anyone other than staff unless visitors are admitted to the site for a 
suitable reason by Reception staff. Visitors for the Learning and Conference Centre facility will be 
able to buzz a separate button to gain access to the car park, however, this is currently managed 
by Holy Cross Primary School staff and visitors must currently use the school button to gain access. 
 

An internal path, runs between the Holy Cross and St Joseph’s Catholic College  sites, alongside the 
existing Astroturf court, and allows family members, parents and carers to walk with the children 
safely to and from Holy Cross Primary School in the mornings and afternoons. The gate is locked 
during lesson time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pedestrian waiting zone 
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Figure 3 – Vehicle and Pedestrian Entrances 

 
The site has very good pedestrian routes in all directions with all footways being in good condition. 
There are pedestrian crossing facilities across all local roads both controlled and uncontrolled 
ensuring that there is no impediment to pedestrian access to the site. 
 

There are also a variety of on and off road cycle facilities in close proximity to the site, which 
provides access to the greater Swindon cycle network. In particular there is an off-road cycle route 
that runs parallel to the western boundary. A reasonable cycle distance is considered as being 5km 
which results in a significant catchment area being within cycling distance of the site (Figures 4 & 
5). 

 
 

Figure 4 – Holy Cross Primary School Cycling radii 

 
There are bus stops on Queen’s Drive as well as other local streets, all within the industry 
recommended threshold of 400m from the site. The bus stops on Queens Drive (150m away) 
benefit from laybys and shelters and can be accessed directly from the site, and via signalised 
crossings for buses travelling from south to north. The bus routes servicing Queens Drive and 
Ocotal Way are 2, 7, 13, 14, 16, 18, 28, 46, 47, 48, 70, X5. 

Pedestrian link to 
St Joseph’s 

College 

Canal footway/cycle path 
pedestrian Link to remain 

locked  

South pedestrian gate 

Queen’s Drive vehicular 
access 

Pedestrian waiting zone 
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Vehicular access to the site is good and is accessed via the southbound carriageway of Queen’s 
Drive, a major route between the Magic roundabout and Drake’s Way roundabouts.  
 

A plan showing the location of key transport features is provided in Appendix D. 
 

From an analysis of the site and a review of the Holy Cross Catholic Primary School’s Travel Plan a 
number of key travel/transport issues can be predicted for the site as noted below: 
 

 Parents pulling up onto the main road/layby directly outside the school to allow their children 
to alight. 

 Parents overcrowding and endangering others when dropping off or collecting their children 
from Raleigh Avenue (Parallel to Drake’s Way). 

 Theft and damage to bicycles stored on site. 

 Safety of children using the canal path foot/cycleway. 
   

Where possible mitigation measures for these concerns have been dealt with through the school 
design and can be alleviated further through careful site management and implementation of the 
Travel Plan as detailed in Section 5. 
 

4. How staff and pupils travel to school 
 
Pupils 
63% travelling to school by walking 
2% travelling to school by cycling 
4% travelling to school by car sharing 
28% travelling to school by car 
2% travelling to school by bus 
1% travelling to school by taxi 
 

Staff 
27% travelling to school by walking 
3% travelling to school by cycling 
4% travelling to school by car sharing 
65% travelling to school by car/ 
1% travelling to school by bus 
0% travelling to school by taxi 

Pupils and Staff would prefer walking or cycling as an alternative to their current use of a car as a 
method of transport to and from the school. There is clearly potential for car use to be reduced 
from the values shown above. See Appendix F for cycle routes. 
 

5. Objectives, Targets and Action Plan 
 

There are a number of aspirations for Holy Cross Catholic Primary School and some of these relate 
directly to travel and transport issues as detailed below: 
 

 Various initiatives identified in the objectives will be implemented following detailed 
consultation and feedback with stakeholders. These initiatives will be communicated via the 
Welcome Pack, regular Newsletter, Prospectus, texting service and Website. 

 We will also ensure that we remind parents and pupils about relevant local and national 
initiatives relating to travel 

 To create a healthy, safe and happy environment, both within the school boundaries and the 
immediate vicinity. 

 To encourage parents to include some walking in their children’s lives for fitness and health.  

 To promote walking and cycling to school so that pupils will be more alert when they arrive in 
the morning. 

 To support sustainable travel modes both to and from the school site. 

 To maintain good relations with local residents by minimising car use, resulting in fewer cars in 
and around the school entrance, thereby improving safety and reducing congestion. 

 

In order to accomplish these aspirations, and to solve some of the other potential problems as 
detailed in section 3, the school proposes to set the following objectives and actions.  
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During proceeding years it is our objective that, with the support and encouragement of the 
school and Local Authority pupils, parents and staff will move towards more sustainable methods 
of transport. This approach will help to offset some of the increases in car trip generation that will 
inevitably occur as the school matures and pupil numbers increase. 
 

Objective 1: Promote walking to school amongst both pupils and parents 

Actions: 

 To continue to promote a walking ‘bus’ to and from the County Ground car park. 

 Investigate other ‘park and stride’ schemes and identify locally available car parking facilities 
that could be used.  

 Encourage walking to school through regular ‘Walk to School’ and ‘Walk once a Week (WoW)’ 
campaigns. 

 Continue participation in the Swindon ‘Healthy School Plus’ scheme to teach pupils about 
healthy living and the benefits of regular exercise and how this can be integrated into everyday 
activities such as travelling to school. 

 

Objective 2: Promote cycling to school amongst both pupils and parents 

Actions: 

 Promoting cycling safety.  

 Provide students who are in key stage 2 with access to cycle training such as ‘Cyclesmart’. 

 Provide covered and secure cycle stands with CCTV coverage, incorporating room for expansion 
should capacity be reached. Wet weather clothing and helmet storage for students has already 
been designed within the cloakrooms.  

 Provide staff with covered and secure cycle stands with CCTV coverage, with dedicated storage 
facilities for drying of wet weather gear and helmets. 

 

Objective 3: Reduce car use as a means of transport to and from the school site 

Actions: 

 Provide pupils, parents and staff with information relating to public transport locations and 
timetables. 

 Representative from relevant partner organisations, connected with school travel and road 
safety, will be invited to Admissions evenings.  When a parent receives their welcome pack, it 
will include travel information as well as details on the initiatives. This will also be included on 
the Website and in weekly newsletters. 

 Educate pupils and parents on the alternatives to car use through the use of Admissions 
literature, Welcome pack, weekly newsletters and Curriculum Schemes of Work. 

 Parents with older siblings in St Joseph’s Catholic College will be encouraged to drop off their 
children at St Joseph’s Catholic College site.  Junior aged children can then walk through to Holy 
Cross Primary School via the pathway. 

 Develop and facilitate a school ‘car share’ group enabling parents to assist each other in the 
drop-off and pick-up of pupils. 

 Designated staff and pupil representatives will continue to act as travel ambassadors for the 
school, helping to implement and disseminate policy and provide valuable feedback.  

 Continue to liaise with St Joseph’s Catholic College regarding starting and finishing times of the 
school day to reduce the need for car travel. 

 
The Senior Management Team will work with relevant parties to ensure that objectives in the 
Travel Plan are realised.   
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As the school intake will build gradually over a period of several years, this gives the opportunity 
for the different management processes to be tested and the Travel Plan to be amended and 
adjusted accordingly to help in controlling any traffic concerns.  

 
6. Monitoring and Review 
 
The school Travel Plan will be reviewed annually or as when required.  The Senior Management 
Team and Travel Ambassadors will be responsible for the Travel Plan which will be incorporated as 
one of the school policies and will be reviewed by the governing body. 
 
Holy Cross Primary School will work to gain national accreditation for the Travel Plan via the 
Modeshift Stars on-line system. 
 

7. Sign-off 
 
The current school Travel Plan for Holy Cross Catholic Primary School is has been ratified by the 
governing body. Governors understand how the Travel Plan links to the wider school priorities, 
and agree to undertake the following. 
 

 To include the school Travel Plan within the School Improvement Plan. 

 To ensure that safe, healthy and sustainable travel is embedded throughout the school 
community. 

 To ensure that the Travel Plan and sustainable travel will be promoted within the school 
prospectus, website and other media. 

 To ensure that monitoring and annual review will take place. 

 To ensure that pupils will be actively involved in the review process. 

 To ensure that the review will consider pupil travel needs arising from any new developments 
in education and transport provision, and the School’s Travel Plan will be revised as necessary 
to take account of these. 

  
 

 Signature Print Name 
 

Date 
 

Head of 
School 

 

Karen Salter 14/11/2018 

Chair of 
Governors 

 

Marguerite 
Holliday 

14/11/2018 

 


