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We are the children of Holy Cross, 
Caring and sharing is what we do, 
Trying our best and working hard, 

Praying and playing with God in our Hearts. 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Cross Catholic Primary School is a Catholic school.  We seek to provide a broad, balanced 
Christian education which aims to help each child develop their full potential. 
 
We are a worshipping community which recognises the uniqueness of the individual and aims to 
promote the Gospel values of love and respect for God and one another.  We open ourselves to 
others and respect their ways of thinking and living. 
 
The school encourages effective communication and good relationships with home, parish and 
wider community. 

 
 
 

http://www.holycross.swindon.sch.uk/
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Rationale 
Music is a very important part of the curriculum. Fostering a sensitivity to and an understanding and 
enjoyment of music through an active involvement in listening, composing and performing enhances 
children’s aesthetic development and helps them to relate to and interact with the world about them in a 
more meaningful and enjoyable way. 
 
Aims and Objectives 

 To develop an awareness and appreciation of organised sound patterns. 

 To develop skills in movement, such as motor co-ordination and dexterity, vocal skills and skills in aural 
imagery, acquired through exploring and organising sound. 

 To develop sensitive, analytical and critical responses to music. 

 To develop the capacity to express thoughts, feelings and ideas through music and composition. 

 To develop an awareness and understanding of traditions, idioms and musical styles from a variety of 
times, cultures and places. 

 To develop the experience of fulfilment which derives from striving for the highest possible artistic and 
technical standards. 

 To experience the joy of making music both individually and as part of a group. 
 
Children will be given opportunities to: 

 Take increasing responsibility for their work 

 Work as a class, independently and in groups 

 Be involved in tasks of varying duration 

 Undertake teacher directed and child initiated tasks 

 Undertake a range of activities including: 
- Experimenting with their voices and musical instruments at all levels 
- Performing with others for a variety of audiences 
- Composing music using simple sounds through to scoring musical notation 
- Using music as a means of communication 
- Listening to music both live and recorded for enjoyment 
- Responding to and evaluating both their own music and that of others in a critical manner 
- Listening to music from different times, composers, places and cultures 
- Learning the basic elements of musical notation and structure 
  Learn about and sing songs from around the world including the British Isles 
  Learn about music from different periods and genres 
  Enjoy music lessons with a balance of listening, composing, performing and   appraising 

 Use books and ICT where appropriate 

 Make visits to live music performances and have professional musicians come and put on workshops 

 Perform to the community  

 Ask questions 

 Communicate their knowledge through discussion, writing, pictures and playing 

 Evaluate their work 
 
EYFS 
Music is taught across EYFS as an integral part of the EYFS curriculum. We relate the musical aspects of 
children’s work to the objectives set out in the EYFS document. 

 
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media 
and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas 
and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and 
technology. 
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Exploring and using media and materials: children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment 
with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
 
Being imaginative: children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, 
thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design 
and technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories. 
 
 
KS1 Music 
The National Curriculum 2014 for Music in Years 1 and 2.  Pupils should be taught to: 
 

use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

 
KS2 Music 
The National Curriculum 2014 for Music in Years 3 to 6 states that pupils should be taught to: 

 

Sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding 
of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing 
sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

use and understand staff and other musical notations  

appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians  

develop an understanding of the history of music.  

 
Organisation and Methodology 
Music is taught discretely through the Charanga scheme and it fulfils the requirements of the music National 
Curriculum.  It is timetabled for 1 hour per fortnight.  This does not include music carried out during 
assemblies but from time to time it may include preparation for masses, class assemblies and concerts. 
 
Music also has an important role in topic work where many links can be made with other areas of the 
curriculum when appropriate.   
 
Music plays a vital part in our R.E. celebrations with suitable background music and hymns linked to the RE 
scheme of work.  Hymns are taught or practised during weekly assemblies.  Music is always used during 
class, year and school masses and children are encouraged to participate by playing instruments. 
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Music appreciation can be achieved in individual classes or in assemblies using the BBC 10 Pieces (I, II and III 
available) http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04pc0j8.  
 
Each year local music specialists from Swindon Music Service come into school to perform live Music 
Roadshows.  
 
Equal Opportunities 
All children, regardless of gender or race, will have equal opportunities to participate in all activities.   
Positive attempts will be made to develop and use a range of resources and activities which reflect the 
interests and cultural background of all pupils.   
 
Appropriate provision will be made for children with Special Educational Needs.  Individual staff expertise 
and skills will be utilised to the benefit of both children and staff.  Careful monitoring and evaluation of 
policy will be undertaken to ensure maximum effectiveness.  Swindon Music Service facilities will be made 
available to children as appropriate. 
 
Within the Music Express Scheme, there are suggestions on how to support children and extend those who 
are musically able or gifted and these will be used where appropriate.  
 
Content 
The Charanga scheme was designed and developed to be used by all classroom practitioners, regardless of 
their musical expertise and experience. There is a Musical School Scheme with a week by week view which 
some teachers may prefer to follow.   
 
A steady progression plan has been built into Charanga (both within the book and from one year to the next) 
ensuring consistent musical development.  The Charanga supports the new curriculum and the practical 
music-making approach favoured by OfSTED.  
 
This scheme of work identifies: 

 the learning objectives and outcomes 

 a list of the resources and preparation you will need to do before the lesson 

 a list of the musical vocabulary appropriate to the lesson 

 a suggestion of ways to provide differentiated support for particular activities 

 a lesson extension – a suggestion for taking the lesson further with individuals or the whole class 

 expectations (assessment) 
 
Specialist Music Tuition 
Music tuition is available from the Swindon Music Services.  Lessons can take place either during lunchtimes 
or after school so as not to disturb classroom activities.  Children are expected to provide their own 
instruments and practise regularly.  A small charge is made for these lessons and parents are invoiced.  
Priority is given to older children and a letter is required from the parents agreeing to the terms of tuition.   
 
Celebrating Excellence in Music 
Currently there is a music group who play music in masses and assemblies. This is organised and rehearsed 
with the music coordinator. There is also an orchestra for Christmas productions and a choir for carol singing 
and other community events.   
The Choir also sings at the Swindon Infant & Junior School Music Festival.   
The orchestra and choir also have the opportunity to take part in other music concerts, including a musical 
production at the end of the summer term.   
Throughout the year, children who have music tuition are given the opportunity to share their progress by 
informing the school in assembly of successful music exams undertaken.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04pc0j8
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A Talent Show takes place in which children can demonstrate their musical talents. 
The school achieved the Gold Sing Up Award in April 2017. 
 
Health and safety 

 Children should be taught how to use percussion instruments safely and correctly.  

 Children should only use the mobile rooms under the direct supervision of a teacher of a responsible 
member of staff.  

 Children should not use any electrical instruments, CD or tape recorders without adult supervision.  The 
adult is always responsible for the plugging in of any electrical items.   

 Children should have their own wind instruments and be made aware of hygiene risks which arise when 
recorder and other wind instruments are shared.  

 Children must be shown how to handle instruments with care and respect 
 
Assessment and Recording: 
In Charanga, at the end of each Key Stage, there is a document entitled End of Key Stage Expectations. This 
document enables teachers, alongside discussion with pupils, to find out who has reached, not reached and 
exceeded their musical expectations. 
 
At the end of each unit of work there is another document entitled Expected Musical Learning in this Unit 
which acts as a check-list to track musical learning with each pupil. 
 
Resources 
Music is centrally resourced in the spare classrooms.  It holds a variety of instruments appropriate to age and 
ability range.  Resources are clearly labeled and will be replaced and updated as and when necessary  
Appropriate books will be available in the classroom libraries. Additional books relevant to the current topic 
will be borrowed from the school’s library service. 
 
Each year group has access to Youtube, etc, to provide a range of music for listening to and appreciating. 
 
Staff Development/Inset 
Opportunities will be provided for staff to undertake training in music to develop and reinforce knowledge 
and skills and to review the latest developments. 
Where appropriate staff expertise from within the school or other establishments will be used to support 
staff development.  Advisory staff may be used as appropriate. 
 
The Spiritual Nature of Music 
Music is a highly skilled aesthetic experience.  Through clear direction pupils will gain the capacity to express 
ideas, thoughts and feelings and develop a sensitive, analytical and critical approach to the subject. 
 
This is done through: 

 Including music from different periods of time, explaining the related social conditions and events of the 
time and how they may have influenced the composer.  

 Giving the children opportunities to appreciate music from other countries, cultures and traditions. 

 Introducing the importance of music in a spiritual context, for example, by using music in R.E. 
celebrations. 

 
Looked After Children 
All staff at Holy Cross are aware of Looked After Children in their classes. We ensure that they receive all 
possible support and encouragement as pupils who need special provision and positive discrimination, whilst 
preserving confidentiality and showing sensitivity and understanding. 
 
 


