
 1 

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  
Company No: 07696905 

Registered Office: Queen’s Drive, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN3 1AR 
Tel: 01793 527679 

www.holycross.swindon.sch.uk 
: admin@holycross.swindon.sch.uk      

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Policy  
Date Implemented January 2019     Review Date January 2024 

 
 

We are the children of Holy Cross, 
Caring and sharing is what we do, 
Trying our best and working hard, 

Praying and playing with God in our Hearts. 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Holy Cross Catholic Primary School is a Catholic school.  We seek to provide a broad, 
balanced Christian education which aims to help each child develop their full potential. 
 
We are a worshipping community which recognises the uniqueness of the individual and 
aims to promote the Gospel values of love and respect for God and one another.  We open 
ourselves to others and respect their ways of thinking and living. 
 
The school encourages effective communication and good relationships with home, parish 
and wider community. 
 

http://www.holycross.swindon.sch.uk/
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Introduction 
Holy Cross is a special place.  It has an individual identity that combines traditional values, 
a sense of a strong and supportive community with high expectations. The school is 
committed to ensuring that the curriculum is broad and balanced, in order that the needs of 
all children are provided for, whatever their gifts and talents. We aim to make provision for 
academic achievement and spiritual, social, moral, cultural, physical and creative 
development of our children. 
 
We believe that intelligence is multi-faceted, and children learn in different ways; the 
curriculum must support this. 
 
In the daily living out of our Catholic faith, we aim to ensure that religious education and 
spiritual development will permeate every aspect of the curriculum, so that it is explicit and 
implicit within the taught curriculum.   Prayer is an important ingredient in school life and 
the foundations of our faith are lived out in the daily life of the school; the children are 
supported, through the curriculum, to grow in faith and deepen their relationships with God 
and each other. 
 
The curriculum aims to meet the needs of all children whatever their individual 
requirements and to support the Aims of the School. 

 
 

AIMS OF HOLY CROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

To provide a safe, caring, Christian environment within which each child may develop 
his/her full potential as a person. 
 
To teach Christian values and a knowledge of the Catholic faith. 
 
To develop in children a love of learning and a desire to continue to expand their knowledge 
and skills throughout their life. 
 
To help the pupils use language effectively and to develop communication skills. 
 
To promote an understanding of mathematics relevant to the pupil’s age and ability and to 
develop the skills and techniques necessary for our technological society. 
 
To help pupils develop the skills of investigation, hypothesis and rational argument along    
with the ability to make critical appraisal. 
 
To help pupils appreciate the wonders of the universe and man’s role in investigating and   
exploring them. 
 
To help pupils develop an understanding of the world in which we live and, in particular,   
an awareness of the immediate environment. 
 
To help acquire knowledge of the Arts and appreciation of aesthetic qualities alongside   
the development of their own skills. 
 
 To help pupils develop physical skills necessary for an active involvement in society. 
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 To show children the interdependence of the various fields of knowledge. 
 
To help pupils become aware of the need for people to live together in harmony and give 
them an understanding and respect for the rules of society that allow this to happen. 
 
Vision 
At Holy Cross we value each child as unique and as an important part of our “school 
family”.  Community is an extremely important ingredient in providing a sense of security 
and safety as well as a place of welcome and belonging.  Our families and our Church are 
part of that community and we acknowledge the important part that our parents play 
alongside the school in the development and growth of our children.  We encourage our 
children to value others and form caring relationships. Together we celebrate our past, we 
live for the present and we look forward to the future.  At Holy Cross, we aim to create an 
environment where children are purposefully led along the journey of understanding and 
experience; preparing them for the challenges they will meet. 
We aim to give every child the confidence to believe in themselves and their ability, the 
determination to succeed and the ability to overcome problems.  Learning must be 
enjoyable and relevant.  Children need to be able to develop the skills to help them to 
become independent learners enthusiastic to succeed. 
 
Curriculum 
 
The curriculum forms the basis for our learning and the experiences our children enjoy 
during their time at Holy Cross Primary School. To us, the curriculum goes far beyond the 
legally required elements of the National Curriculum and we aim to offer a broad and 
balanced range of experiences to enhance learning, the enjoyment of learning and to 
increase knowledge and develop skills within each phase. 
 
As well as the core subjects of the Curriculum - Literacy, Numeracy, Science, Computing 
and Religious Education as a school we ensure children have high quality lesson across a 
full range of subjects including : 
 
Art 
Design Technology   
Music    
History   
Geography   
Physical Education        
PSHE (Personal, Social, and Health Education)  
French (KS2)  
 
Year Group Teachers plan together to ensure that both classes cover the same work and 
share experiences wherever possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
The curriculum is extended in a number of ways: 
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• After School Clubs  
• Peripatetic Music Lessons  
• School Day Visits  
• Residential Visits  
• Visitors to the school 
• Themed Curriculum events 
• Lessons from visiting teachers from St. Joseph’s Catholic College 
• Links with our main Feeder Schools 

 
Child Progress and Assessment 
 
Challenging, realistic and attainable targets are set in order to help pupils achieve.  
The School considers accurate and focused assessment as important in understanding 
the needs of each pupil and in the development of quality provision.   
 
SATs 
 
As well as ongoing assessment procedures, Holy Cross Primary School conducts annual 
assessment tests in the Summer Term.  In May, usually the second week, the School 
holds both its Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs) and its Optional SATs Progress tests. 
 
The Key Stage 2 results are reported to all parents.  We use this information to set initial 
targets for the start of each academic year and also to monitor progress year by year.   
 
KEY STAGES 
 
The National Curriculum is split into 5 stages for different age groups known as ‘Key 
Stages’.  The first 3 make up primary education; 
 
FOUNDATION STAGE 3 to 5 years (Nursery/Reception Class) 
KEY STAGE ONE  5 to 7 years (Years 1 & 2) 
KEY STAGE TWO  7 to 11 years (Years 3-6) 
 
Religious Education 
 
Holy Cross Primary School is a Catholic Voluntary Aided School and the Trustees of 
Clifton Diocese are the owners of the school.  Religious Education is regarded as a Core 
subject at the school and forms 10% of the timetable of the school.   School assemblies, 
class assemblies, class Masses and School Masses all link into the R.E. teaching taking 
place at the time.  We welcome other family members to our class assemblies and 
Masses. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
Legalisation requires each school to follow the Code of Conduct on the identification and 
assessment of special educational needs. 
 
Holy Cross Primary School is proud of its support for children identified as needing specific 
and essential support.  Children identified are not just those with learning difficulties but 
also relate to children who are high achievers and need further development.  It also 
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includes those who have behavioural issues. Central to our policy is the desire to have the 
close involvement of parents/carers and specialist agencies.   
 
The school has an experienced SENCO and a governor with responsibility for Special 
Needs. 
 
All staff at Holy Cross are aware of Looked After Children in their classes. We ensure that 
they receive all possible support and encouragement as pupils who need special provision 
and positive discrimination, whilst preserving confidentiality and showing sensitivity and 
understanding. 
 
English as an Additional Language 
 
The school has an increasing population of children attending who have English as an 
Additional Language.  A number of pupils have joined the school from Goa and from 
Poland. 
The school has provided support for these pupils through the work of the LA DEMA team 
and through the employment of Teaching Assistants primarily to work with these children. 
 
 
Sex Education 
 
The Staff and Governors of Holy Cross support the teaching of relevant education in 
sexuality as approved by the Bishop.  In partnership with parents and as part of the 
entitlement to the curriculum, great care is taken in matching the approach to sex 
education to the maturity of the children. 
 
The Governors having regard to representations made to them by the DfES Circular 5/94,  
feel it absolutely necessary that parents are informed of the education in sexuality policy 
and the essential principles under which it will be developed.  The policy is given to 
parents at the Year 2 Parents Meeting or, in their absence, sent out to them.   
 

• sex education will be delivered sensitively using the “A Journey In Love” approved 
scheme of work. 

• sex education will be discussed with the children in the context of the teaching of 
the Catholic Church 

• where appropriate, children’s questions will be answered honestly and factually as 
they arise.  Particularly difficult questions will be referred to parents in consultation 
with the class teacher 

• education in sexuality with older children (Y6) joins with the PSHE curriculum part of 
which is delivered to pupils by the School Nurse (prior to this a letter is sent out to 
parents informing them of the nature of the lessons) 

• parents with views as to the suitability of education in sexuality should in the first 
instance discuss the matter with the Head teacher. 
  

Marking 
 
Marking is part of the dialogue that exists between teacher and pupil.  It is our policy that 
work is marked regularly both during and after a task is completed.  We at Holy Cross 
Primary School see marking as a positive and constructive activity and not merely a record 
of what is right and what is wrong.  
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Homework 
 
Upon acceptance into Holy Cross Primary School parents are expected to sign a Home 
School Agreement, part of which refers to the school’s policy on homework.  Homework is 
a crucial element of the Home/School partnership.  It gives parents the opportunity, from 
the outset, to support their children in their learning whilst enabling them to reinforce the 
work covered at school.  There are varying tasks which are set to include learning tables 
and spellings, sharing reading books and also topic work.   
 
Some of the work will be of an investigative nature, in which other members of the family 
may wish to become involved. 
 
Parents who support their children with homework tasks provide a powerful reinforcement 
of the status of School and of their child’s work and education.  
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