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Blacon History Newsletter 

September 2020 

Welcome to the Blacon History newsletter, last month the letter went out either digitally or in 
printed format to a large number of Blacon residents. Our main aim is to research and dis-
tribute local historical information to our membership and the wider Blacon and Chester 
community.  
Additionally to work with the local community and schools to enable residents old and young 
to discover their local history and provide a  sense of belonging. To work with other institu-
tions to enhance and provide a local learning resource for those who are able and unable to 
access new technology.  

Please contact us at blaconhistory@gmail.com  

Or take a look at our website  http://www.blaconhistorygroup.org/  

For more information If you are unable to access technology then contact either  

Dave Cartwright on 07854 681886 or Alan Smith on 07932556062  

 

 The old Camp shops  

Do you remember the old Camp Shops ?. Have you any memories of  the Paper 
Shop the Chemist the Co-op or any of the other shops which were situated on this 
site.  

Or perhaps you lived in one of the flats which were knocked down . If you do we 
would like to hear from you please submit your story to blaconhistory@gmail.com 
or phone either Dave or myself on the number above your story could appear in a future newsletter. 

Libraries in Blacon By Alan Smith 

The old library on Western avenue has been closed now for a number of years and still remains empty 

after the furniture project closed down sometime ago.  

I remember signing up for a ticket and visiting  the kids section for the first time 

when the library first opened back in the late 1960’s and taking out my first ever 

book the “Cat in the hat”.  

The new Library is of course on the ground floor of the Enterprise Centre at the Parade. 

Until recently like many others I was under the impression that the Western Avenue library apart from 

the school libraries was the first library to open in Blacon but I was wrong. 

The first Library in Blacon was opened by the military during WW2 in the early 1940’s and was not far 

from the site of the old library on Western Avenue. 

The library would have had housed a selection of books for the servicemen and 

women who trained at the camp. The Library was also an information room 

which had two large maps of the two theatres of war in Europe and the Pacific. 

Additionally the Library was used to host Lectures and technical training for the 

26th Machine gun unit and other military personnel, who where stationed at the Camp. 

http://www.blaconhistorygroup.org/
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Reply to August Newsletter Norman Stainthorp 
 
Dear all, 
Thanks for the copy of the August Newsletter, most interesting.  The battery that Alison Gent refers to 
was most probably what was called an Accumulator, which was common for powering radios before 
mains radios.  They were a glass vessel, about the size of a 4 pint milk carton, that was exchanged for a 
fully charged one, about once a week.  I remember them from my childhood in Buxton in the 
1940’s.  You didn’t wait for the one you had to be charged up, you just handed over the one you had for 
another.  At that time, many houses had electric power for lighting only, with  no mains sockets. 
  
I didn’t realise that Blacon once had a ‘Tardis’ Police box, pity it didn’t survive. The empty red telephone 
box in Highfield road is the last surviving  ‘Jubilee  K6 ‘ box in Blacon,  They were designed by Giles Gilbert 
Scott, who designed Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. 
 I am amazed it hasn’t been taken away, as the phone has been missing for years. I looked into the British 
Telecom website, and apparently they give them away for community use, but only if they stay on the 
same site, (i.e.: not in my garden! )  They will even paint them up, once adopted 
With a lock on the door, it could be a mini- Museum of Blacon,- open by appointment,- but I don’t have 
the time to administer it !  It will be a shame when it’s gone.   

 

 
 

Blacon History Group take to the Air Dave Cartwright 
 
1.Introduction 

BHG have make contact with a local  company called Leaf Productions,  a media and broadcasting com-

pany who have previously worked on digitally capturing the previous Blacon Festivals for us.  

Consequently we plan to ask them to provide aerial drone images of Blacon’s historical site locations and 

help with our digital mapping  to supplement our walking tour guides.  

 Leaf Productions are a fully licenced, insured and registered multimedia production company and we are 
glad that that have offered to provide their excellent support services.  
Once completed we will also then have permanent digital videos which will be available for any future 

promotional, advertising and canvassing projects if we need them. 

http://www.leafproductions.co.uk/ 

2 Progress and Update 

A few weeks ago our scheduled drone flights and subsequent ground work research had to unfortunately 

be re-scheduled. However I am pleased to advise you now that our detailed research site visits will now 

take place in the near future we will obviously hopefully then be able to share with you our findings and 

some of the digital aerial footage of our historical sites. This hopefully will be possible  to do in the near 

future but is weather and flight permission dependable. 

BHG would like acknowledge and  thank our local Blacon Councillors Sheila Little, Trish Richards and  

Carol Gahan for their   continued support with this project and also for their generous financial grant 

contributions from their 2020/21 Members Budget …we do appreciate it. 

  

 

Dave Cartwright Sheila Little and Alan Smith at Blacon Nature park 


