
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Return to School 

 

I am writing to let you know some practical arrangements for the return to school for your son/daughter.  

 

Bubbles 

As much as practically possible, pupils will be in consistent groupings that will be known as ‘bubbles’.  This is to 

reduce movement and mixing between pupils, although sometimes this will be unavoidable.  Pupils will remain in the 

same area/classroom, the exception to this will be for PE, which will take place outside as much as possible using the 

hall an as alternative. Break and lunch times will be staggered throughout the school day. There will be no large 

gatherings involving more than one ‘bubble’ apart from emergencies.  

 

Lunch Arrangements 

Lunches will be provided within the classroom and are available for all children. This is to avoid unnecessary contact 

between pupils. Pupils will be asked at the start the week their choice of meals for the week. Pupils can also choose to 

have a packed lunch. 

 

Face Coverings 

Pupils can choose to wear a face-covering; however, they are under no obligation to do so. They are encouraged to use 

their own individual hand sanitiser; however, there are plenty of hand sanitising stations around school as well as 

many opportunities for hand washing.  

 

Visitors 

Parents and visitors will be discouraged from coming on site, so contact between home and school will be mostly by 

email, telephone or if necessary, video conferencing. Parents picking up pupils for appointments will be asked to wait 

outside the school building. We will be sending a daily home school communication notes to let you know how their 

day has been. 

 

Start and End of Day Arrangements 

The school day will begin at the usual time of 9.00am and finish at 3pm however to support with social distancing 

transport have been asked to arrange their routes to arrive at staggered times between 8:45am and 9am. If you are 

dropping your child to school, please arrive between 9am and 9:15am. At the end of the school day transport will leave 

staggered between 2:45pm and 3pm. We are therefore asking parents to arrive at 3pm to collect your child. 

 



 

 

Transport 

Regarding using public transport to and from school, please see the following advice from Public Health England. 

Where transport to school is necessary by pupils, it comes with the understanding that social distancing may not be 

possible at all times. Nevertheless, the following guidance needs to be followed as much as possible as long as the 

Covid virus remains in our community. 

 

To help keep your son / daughter and fellow pupils safe they should not travel if: 

• They are experiencing any coronavirus symptoms 

• They are self-isolating as a result of coronavirus symptoms or sharing a household or support bubble with 

somebody with symptoms 

• They are clinically extremely vulnerable and cannot shield during their journey 

• They have been advised by the NHS test and trace service to self-isolate 

 

With respect to the school transport services, all routes will operate in September as per their normal pre-Covid-19 

schedule. Unlike public transport, Government guidance has confirmed that social distancing on school transport will 

not be mandatory but pupils will be expected to sit with peers from their own social bubble with face coverings being 

recommended. All students should wash their hands for at least 20 seconds or sanitise their hands before the journey 

and as soon as possible after the journey. Please rest assured that transport operators, both public and private will be 

following Governmental guidance on the cleaning of regularly touched objects and surfaces such as door handles, 

handrails and ticket machines.  

 

Attendance 

Although attendance to school is compulsory, do not send your child to school if they or anyone they have had contact 

with, especially from the same household, anyone with Covid symptoms. Please ring the school and we will arrange 

work to be sent home as appropriate.  If a pupil displays Covid symptoms whilst at school they will be isolated until a 

parent/carer collects them. They will not be allowed back to school until they either have a negative Covid test or they 

have self-isolated for 10 days. The result of the test must be communicated to school as soon as possible.  

 

Clothing and Personal Items 

Pupils are strongly encouraged to wear clean clothes each day still keeping in line with the school’s uniform policy 

which can be found at: https://westleaschool.co.uk/uniform-policy/. If your child enjoys water play/messy play or is 

practicing toileting independently, please ensure you send your child in with a spare set of clothes that can be kept at 

school. If you child wears nappies, please also send a supply in to school along with wipes. Ensure all items of 

clothing are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works
https://westleaschool.co.uk/uniform-policy/


 

 

Pupils will need to have their own water bottle however they are not to bring in any other personal items from home. 

 

Risk Assessment 

Our website has further details and useful information, including our site specific risk assessments and Health and 

Safety Plans, which can be found on the school website: https://westleaschool.co.uk/covid19-response/. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Vicky Paver 

Head of School 

Meridian Campus 

https://westleaschool.co.uk/covid19-response/

