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Celebrating different
cultures from around
the world
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Team delivered
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our Valentines Ball!
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Key dates
March 2020

April 2020

May 2020

Monday 2nd – Friday 13th
March
Gold Class Work
Experience

Friday 3rd April
Last day of term

Monday 4th – Thursday
7th May
Learning For Life mixed
group Residential Trip

June 2020
W/C 8th June
Exams: Level 1 and 2
Functional Skills
W/C 15th June
Exams: Entry Level
Functional Skills
Wednesday 17th June
Open afternoon – (MC/HC)
Tuesday 16th – Friday 19th
June
Enfield Residential Trip
Tuesday 23rd – Friday 26th
June
Lanthaler/Dutoit Barcelona
Trip
Wednesday 24th – Friday
26th June
Meridian Campus Bushcraft
Residential
Monday 29th June - Friday
3rd July
Transition week

Monday 20th April
Start of Summer Term for
pupils

Friday 8th May
May Day Bank Holiday

Wednesday 22nd April
Open afternoon – (MC/HC)
Friday 24th April
Spring Progress Review Day

Tuesday 12th - Friday
15th May
Learning for Life
Residential Trip

Wednesday 29th April –
Friday 1st May
Haselbury Campus
Residential Trip

Wednesday 13th – Friday
15th May
Meridian Campus
Residential Trip
Wednesday 20th – Friday
22nd May
Wright Class Residential
Trip

July 2020
Friday 3rd July
Year 11 Prom

Monday 25th – Friday
29th May
Half-term

Friday 10th July
Summer Progress Review Day
Friday 17th July
Last day of term for pupils
Monday 20th July
Inset Day

Above dates are subject to
change – please visit the
school website for updates.

Tuesday 21st July
Inset Day

Following a successful consultation period in October 2019, West Lea officially launched the
Enterprise Cooperative Trust (ECT) in February 2020. ECT is a not-for-profit foundation cooperative, aiming to extend the opportunities for all young people in Enfield by providing an
education which goes beyond academic achievement.
ECT is a partnership of like-minded schools, charities, businesses and community groups with a
collective vision to improve education and life opportunities for all children and young people
in our local community. We want to celebrate every child, no matter their ability and encourage
them to not only realise – but also fulfil – their full potential.
For many years, schools have been using various models within the education system and while
these have undoubted benefits, working in silo isn’t enough.
As a society, we also face many challenges including unemployment and social disadvantage.
Despite this, the future for all young people can be bright and infinitely hopeful. Working together,
we will be able to build on the work we have already started at West Lea, challenge the status
quo, and develop learners for life with the skills and expertise needed to flourish in the working
world, both now and into the future.
At the heart of our mission is the belief in providing truly inclusive educational opportunities for
every young person, rooted in real life, real experiences and real people.
As part of the wider cooperative movement, we champion a shared set of values including selfhelp, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and solidarity. In addition to this, ECT
also champions its own individual values including –
• Hope - A future for all, that is brighter and better than current realities
• Positivity – Focusing on the innate potential of every person and confront real-life problems
with a sense of optimism
• Justice – Offering every young person the chance to succeed through fair and equitable
opportunities

Playscheme dates
Dear parents/carers,
Playscheme will be running
at Meridian Campus – Dysons’
Road, 174 Dysons Road,
Edmonton, N18 2DS from
10am – 3pm. Playsheme is
for student’s aged between
8 years – 18 years. Per
session costs £34.00. If a new
student would like to attend,
please contact Lee Bagley on
LBagley@westleaschool.co.uk
or contact on 0208 807 2656.

Enterprise Cooperative Trust

Easter Play Scheme

May Play Scheme

Summer Term

Wednesday 8th April

Thursday 28th May

Friday 24th July

Thursday 9th April

Friday 29th May

Thursday 30th July

Thursday 16th April

Friday 31st July

Friday 17th April

Thursday 6th August

• Courage - Challenging the ‘status quo’ through courageous leadership, providing a voice for
the voiceless
Our young people are our future and we believe that, despite the challenges we may face, together
ECT has the ability to go beyond standard ways of working and build a life changing community.
We are very excited to start the work of Enterprise Cooperative Trust and look forward to seeing
what’s in store in the coming months.

Friday 7th August
Thursday 13th August
Friday 14th August

Sue Tripp
Executive Headteacher

Meridian Campus

@Meridian_Campus

Cultural Days
A message from the
Head of School
Vicky Paver
Head of School, Meridian Campus
We have had a brilliant, busy and creative start to
2020 at Meridian Campus with many exciting projects
and activities taking place. Our younger students at
Springfield have been looking at creative ways of
using play to learn and have been out exploring their
local community. Children at St Marys have been
making their own decisions about how to travel in
the community and have enjoyed visiting a café in
Enfield Town and taking risks to create interesting
lunches they have cooked themselves. Students at
Dysons Road have been cooking food from across
the globe as part of weekly cultural days and all
the classes have joined together to celebrate the
cultures within our school community.
Spring is almost upon us and the days are growing
longer, which means we will be able to get out and
about even more and support our young people to
develop their social and travel skills further. We are
very excited to be organising our two residential
trips that will take place in May and June. Lots of
children have now signed up to take part in these
and next term we will be working on developing
independence and self-belief to support our children
to get the most out of these amazing experiences.

The children at Dysons Road have been celebrating different cultures from around the world this month
as their topic has been ‘Around the World in 30 Days’. Each class hosted a cultural day.

People that Help Us
The children at Dysons Road
have been learning about the
local community and who the
people are that help us. They
have already had a session with
a nurse and the fire brigade
came in to visit.
When the fire brigade visited
the children had a tour of the
truck and were able to have
a go on the hose. They also
took part in a Q&A session in
which they asked some really
interesting questions.
These visits not only support
the children’s learning but also
inspire them.

Across the campuses we have been focusing on kindness
within our school community and the school council
have developed a project to introduce playground
buddies for children who would like to play with a
new friend. Watch this space for further development
of this project!
We were lucky enough to have visits across all
three campuses from professionals who work in our
community. The children enjoyed asking questions and
testing equipment from a visiting nurse, firefighter,
police officer and Transport for London ticket inspector.
The children enjoyed learning how these people
help others in our community and the differences
between safe and unsafe strangers.
Remember to check out our twitter feed @Meridian_
Campus for regular updates of all our projects and
daily activities.

Nurse visits Fairchild Class
Fairchild Class were very
lucky to have a visit from
a nurse. The nurse showed
them how-to put-on gloves,
how to find their pulse
and even how to put on a
bandage! We had a lovely
afternoon.

Knight: Cultural day at Knight Class was an afternoon
all about Turkey. Students came into experience and
taste Turkish Tea and enjoyed dancing, putting together
a puzzle of the map and making a big flag using tissue
paper. We even had Knight’s Kebab Kitchen, where
children were able to order and eat doner kebab
along with rice and salads they wanted with it.

Peacock: In Peacock Class we learned about Bangladesh.
There were tables set up with different learning
activities which included making a flag, creating a
Bengal tiger mask, painting the Bangladeshi flag and
serving Bengali street food. The class was decorated
with colourful, patterned scarves and we had Bengali
music playing in the background.

Adenegan: Cultural day for Adenegan Class was lots of
fun! Our cultural day was about the United Kingdom.
The children took part in different activities centred
around the UK. We made and painted giant flags for
each country and made and decorated crowns as
homage to the Royal Family. We played the Royal
Wedding on screens during the day and children were
also able to taste a British favourite; scones with
butter and jam.
Murray: We celebrated Ireland for our culture day.
All children had fun playing potato bowling with
sensory bottles that Murray class made themselves.
Children were also able to attempt Irish Dancing
which was enjoyed by all! A blind taste test of the
Irish crisps ‘taytos’ gave us some brilliant guesses of
flavour ranging from ‘meat’ to ‘pink’. We also used
potatoes to print our own versions of the Irish flag.
It was a lovely day for all!
Fairchild: What a bellissimo day cultural day in
Fairchild Class was! We celebrated Italy, where our
teacher comes from. We had the chance to learn many
facts about the country and some Italian greetings.
We supported younger children to paint flags with
the Italian colours, to create a paper pizza with
their favourite toppings with a cut and stick activity
and we even had pizzaioli chefs making pizza for
everyone using a wood oven. We also taught children
and teachers how to dance Tarantella, a traditional
Italian dance. It was so sad to say Ciao at the end
of the day.
Harris: Students learnt about Jamaica for cultural day
in Harris Class. They decorated flags in the Jamaican
national colours and made bangles and necklaces
using beads. The students also ate Jamaican bun
with cheese whilst listening to the Jamaican musical
legend ‘Bob Marley’. One love.

Food is fun
Our first topic for the Spring term is ‘Food is Fun’.
This was chosen because many of our children have
difficulties with eating a variety of food, and for others,
food is something they find particularly enjoyable to
learn about. Activities have included sensory trays
with herbs, pasta and vegetables, and children have
explored different tools such as lemon squeezers and
sieves. Fine motor skills and scissor control have also
been developed by children
cutting out related pictures
from magazines to make
a collage. Don’t forget to
follow us on twitter to keep
up to date with our latest
learning.

Haselbury Campus

Ruchi Datta
Head of School, Haselbury Campus
Spring is nearly here! This month has seen
students return to school and settle back in well
after the winter break. Classes have been out
on regular trips into the community, exploring
our local recreational facilities and learning
about the history of our local area.
There have been exciting activities going on in
classrooms linked to our diaries topic, with some
classes looking at the diary of Anne Frank and
others writing their own diaries about their daily
experiences. Students have also taken part in
activities linked to Chinese New Year, Internet
Safety Day and Children’s Mental Health Week.
Over the next half-term, we are looking forward
to welcoming a visitor to come and talk to
some of our students and parents about County
Lines, the difficulties facing young people in
our local area and how to keep them safe and
well educated about the risks to themselves.
Keep your eyes peeled as more information will
follow in March regarding a parent and carer
information session.
Our residential trip is fast approaching so if your
child is interested please do get in touch - it
isn’t too late to sign up!

Mindfulness for the Month
Ever seen the Stop, Breathe and Think Meditation app?
The app includes lots of meditation exercises and starts
right from the basics, to support both adults and children
alike to take the time to stop, check in with yourself and
how you are feeling and practise breathing techniques to
allow for space between thoughts and reactions.
The app has lots of areas, including sections for ADHD,
anxiety, soothing animated videos and a set of sessions
called “Sleepy Time for Kids” to create a mindful bedtime
routine.

North London Champions!
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Be Brave!
As part of Children’s Mental Health Week, students looked
at the concept of bravery, based on this year’s theme of
“Find Your Brave”. They looked at how bravery appears
in stories, how we can face our fears and had discussions
around familiar songs and films such as “Brave”, “The
Greatest Showman” and “Mulan”.

Chinese New Year
Students across the school have been learning about Chinese
New Year. They took part in reading, comprehension and
writing activities linked to the Chinese Zodiac Story, as
well as art and DT activities linked to the animals and the
Mandarin language. Classes also planned, bought ingredients
for and made their own Chinese feasts!

This month we are looking at the social
media app, TikTok. This is an app we have
heard a number of students discussing and
wanted to make all parents and carers aware
that to sign up to the app, users must be
a minimum of 13 years old.
TikTok is a social media platform that allows users to
express themselves through singing, dancing, lip synching
and comedy in 15 second videos that can be shared with
others in the TikTok community.
If your child is using this app, please make sure you go
through the following with them:
• Privacy settings: For control over who can see your
videos, you can apply privacy settings to ensure you
are interacting with people you know. If you have a
private account, your friends will need to follow you
and you will need to approve them in order for them
to see your videos
• Blocking: If someone is bothering you on TikTok, you
can block them
• Deleting: If a fan is bothering you, you can swipe left
to delete them

Our fantastic start to 2020 started with our West Lea
Panathlon Team’s performance at the recent competition
in January. A mixed team of KS3, 4 & 5 students went to
Handon Leisure Centre on Thursday 23rd January to attend
the North London Multi-Skills Panathlon Competition.
Students were competing in various
events throughout the day and they
achieved fantastic results, winning
most of the athletic field and running
events as well as the following:
Boccia – Silver
Polybat – Gold
Table Cricket – Silver
New Age Kurling – Gold
Well done to all the students that
competed and the staff that supported for an overall great
effort and brilliant result!

Hamilton Class learning to cook
Hamilton class have been learning how to safely use the
kettle and toaster to make themselves hot chocolate and
toast.

• Reporting: If you see inappropriate content on TikTok,
you should report it by clicking on the button with
three dots and then click ‘report abuse’. Should you
violate the community guidelines, your account may
be removed without warning
If you are a parent/carer and you are concerned with
what your child is posting, you can email info@musical.ly

Narita Class trampolining
Narita class have been trampolining at Chingford Foundation
school for the past two weeks and it has been a wonderful
experience. The students were fantastic and all joined
in enthusiastically. As well as learning new skills it really
helped them with their turn taking and listening skills.
They all followed the rules and encouraged each other
throughout.

Learning for Life Campus
A message from the
Head of School
Renee Flourentzou
Head of School
Learning for Life
Campus
This edition is based around
responsible
citizenship,
something that our pupils
demonstrate on a daily basis. At West Lea our
pupils have a voice! It was wonderful to see our
school council reps consulting with their fellow
pupils to take their views on various issues that
are important to them. They democratically
came to a consensus on what their curriculum
and enrichment programme should look like and
put these views forward at their recent school
council meeting. Well done to our KS4 pupils!
They also give back to their local community
through regular volunteering and community
projects, as well as fundraising for charitable
causes. We are proud of our students for
taking responsibility for themselves and also
for challenging any behaviours that go against
the school’s core values.
We also teach our pupils be responsible online
and encourage parents to be vigilant to what
their children are accessing. We understand
it’s a minefield but please don’t hesitate to
ask if you want more information around how
to keep safe online.
Please have a look at the key dates for transition
information sessions coming up in the next few
weeks.
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Journey with TFL
On Thursday 6th February
2020, two classes from
West Lea School (Gold and
Gallagher) took part in a
bus day as organised by
Transport for London (TfL).
The students were joined
by a TfL travel mentor and
were driven around Enfield
on their own private bus.
During the journey, they
were
presented
with
different scenarios that
could occur while on a bus. The students took it in turns
to role-play these scenarios and to discuss what the best
possible solutions are and also what not to do. Everyone
picked up valuable information to keep them safer while
travelling on a bus. Did you know… there are 18 CCTV
cameras on each London bus.

Boccia Winners
On the 11th February 2020, West
Lea School Boccia Team took part in
North London boccia tournament.
There was a fantastic performance
from the mixed KS 3 & KS 4 team,
including a very tense final. Students
showed persistence, coming back
from 0:2 down to winning 7:2. The
tournament winners (West Lea
School) will be invited by Boccia
England to the London Finals. Well
done to all involved.

Lunar New Year
Wright Class have been preparing for the Lunar new year
by making lanterns and going to a Chinese supermarket,
they then cooked the interesting food they bought.

@WestLeaLearning

Learning for Life and more
Spring Term is a very important term for our KS5 pupils in Adams and Watson
Classes as they start to think about their options for college courses in September.
This is an important aspect of our Post 16 provision. During their Learning for Life
lessons, pupils have been discussing their future aspirations and exploring their
options by looking through prospectuses from different colleges around the local
area. To help them make their informed choice, pupils in both classes have had
the opportunity to visit Barnet and Southgate College and Capel Manor College.
Staff at both colleges were kind enough to show us around their campuses and to
answer any questions that the pupils had. Pupils were also supported by Elizabeth
Betts who is the LLDD Careers Advisor for Enfield to give them extra support if
they were not sure what they want to do. Pupils left both colleges feeling a lot more confident on what they wanted
to study. The next step is to fill out an application form and apply for college.

Valentine’s Day Ball - Saturday 15th February 2020
Love was in the air on Saturday 15th February at our annual Valentine’s Ball which was
held at Haselbury Campus this year. It was great to see so many young people dancing the
night away to DJ Jake’s romantic playlist which included an eclectic mix of cheesy pop as
well as some more modern dance tunes – think Conga lines and flossing. Not even Storm
Dennis could keep this event from going ahead as more than 70 young people showed up
for a fun night out with their loved ones and friends. New for 2020 was a mocktail bar
serving ‘Cupids Fizz’ and ‘Love Potion’, an incredible wall of donuts and a sweet wheel –
all were a huge hit! Our generous employer partners once again donated some delicious
food to keep partygoers bellies happy – thanks to Nando’s, Breaktime & The Felix Project
for continuing to support our events. As always, the support of staff was essential with
duties on the night ranging from food assistance to DJ extraordinaire and from corridor
chaperone to cloakroom assistance – thanks to all staff
who gave up their time to be there. In the words of one
of our regular attenders Shanil Tailor, “West Lea discos
are always amazing! I really enjoyed it.”
A huge congratulations
goes out to Lucy Halle-Sly
who has managed to secure
herself a paid job in the
Finance team at Enfield
Council. From day one at
her work placement Lucy
got stuck into learning
all about Council systems
displaying an innate ability for data management and
an impressive skill around navigating multiple screens at
once. Lucy was able to work towards her personalised
work targets which focused on managing her own time and
prioritising her workload. Her Job Coach Marvin Ikoroha
was pleased to announce the Council’s intentions to employ
Lucy, “who has shown a magnificent work ethic and the
ability to take on board constructive criticism.” As a key
employer partner Enfield Council has once again shown a
real commitment to employing interns through West Lea’s
Supported Internship Programme. We expect Lucy, who is
currently going through the recruitment process, to soon
become a permanent member of staff and continue to
flourish within her role.

You’re hired!

Student Stars

of the Week

Haselbury Campus

Haselbury Campus

27/01/20

10/02/20

Fox - Mackenzie

Gallagher - Ramadan

Lister - Nathan

Fox - Riley

Gallagher - Godwin

Lister - Shayan

For really trying to manage your own
behaviour and listening well to instructions.

For being an excellent role model on
his table.

For focusing really hard in all his work.

For improved attendance,
concentration and focus this week.

For trying new things!

For his hard work in Maths and using money
in the community.

Nichols - Tony

Sanchez - Freddie

Hamilton - Evie

Nichols - Ben

Sanchez - Louie

Hamilton - Kaydon

For his positive attitude and perseverance
while out on our trips this week.

For massive improvement in lessons
and becoming more confident.

For fantastic contribution in all areas of the
curriculum.

For having a great week in class and making

For improved school attendance and always going

positive choices when going to appointments.

above and beyond to help out in food tech.

For coming out of his shell and
interacting more with the class.

Brannigan - Rebecca

Simmonds - Michael

Zorn - Rhyce

Brannigan - Bernie

Simmonds - Abdulkadir

Zorn - Lamiek

For great participation and questioning
during a hot seating activity.

For very good behaviour and attitude
in class.

For being an excellent role model to his
peers and for always staying on task.

For ordering from a menu at the café and starting to
consider how much money he had, before ordering.

For huge improvement in his behaviour
and relationship with peers.

For good answering during
communication session.

Narita - Moktar

Omar - Ethan

Narita - Jack

Omar - Eren

For working independently and a
positive attitude to work.

For making a great effort in class and showing a

For good behaviour and being
enthusiastic towards work.

For great independence and effort in
Maths.

mature attitude at school. Keep it up!

PE Star of the Week

PE Star of the Week

Amani

Reacce

For putting in 100% effort during lessons plus having good
listening skills – Keep it up!

For showing great determination in the hockey lessons – Keep
it up!

03/02/20
Fox - Leo

Gallagher - Cankurt

Lister - Anastasia

For working to the best of your ability
throughout the week.

For trying to make the right choices.

For her hard work in reading and not giving
up. Very impressed with you this week.

Nichols - Arinze

Sanchez - George

Hamilton - Brandon

For his brilliant effort in independence
lesson this week.

For being good at telling the time and
always being well behaved.

For always participating in lessons and
controlling his emotions.

Brannigan - Maddie

Simmonds - Javen

Zorn - Karl

For using the clock to show the time to
the nearest quarter of an hour.

For showing good progress in English
and Maths.

For always being kind and considerate
towards his friends.

Narita - Marlene

Omar - Aaron

For working well with others and
showing encouragement to her friends.

For making an effort in class work and
great contributions to discussions.

Grace

John

For improved attitude towards PE – being able to complete
laps in the adult swimming pool and has become a wheelchair
racing champion for West Lea. A real example of resilience!

For showing great listening and effort in PE – Well done!

Learning for Life Campus
27/01/20
Dutoit - Elijah

Wright - Isil

Lanthaler - Nazmul

For always being kind to everyone.

For showing kindness and being helpful.

For working hard in his maths lessons
and demonstrating good manners.

03/02/20
Dutoit - Renee

Wright - Nelly

Lanthaler - Rory

For working well at her new work
experience placement.

For working more independently and
participating more in class discussions.

For successfully completing his travel training and
working hard to come to school on time.

10/02/20

PE Star of the Week
Reece

Asli

For always setting a good example to his classmates and
having a positive attitude towards learning.

For showing great team working skills plus great effort during
Dodgeball and Hockey.

Dutoit - Amy

Wright - Hasan

Lanthaler - Tyreece

For conducting herself well at her college interview and for
demonstrating a mature attitude.

For talking and participating more in
lessons.

For managing the transition from
Haselbury to LFLC on the bus.

Student Stars
of the Week

Enterprise Cooperative Trust

Meridian Campus
27/1/20
Harris - Iysis

Adenegan - Beren

Murray - Abdi

For being a helpful friend to her peers
in class. Well done and keep it up.

For showing kindness towards her teachers
and checking her friends are happy.

Being a helpful friend to Charlie and
playing new games.

Knight - Kai

Peacock - Erencan

Fairchild - Andrew

For sharing the bikes with other
students.

For always trying to include other
children at playtime.

For always showing kindness towards
others.

Pendleton - David

Moore - Connor

Victor - Ege

For supporting and comforting
classmates in lesson.

For sharing his favourite toys in class.

For always helping his friends.

Silva - Yusufmir

Storey - Ewelina

For letting others play alongside you.

For being helpful towards her friends.

At the heart of our mission is the belief in providing truly inclusive educational opportunities
rooted in real world experiences. As a Trust, we aim to:

Harris - Cian

Adenegan - Sting

Murray - Mikey

For playing an active role in Harris
Class community local shopping.

For always caring about other people
and being safe on the bus.

For turning his behaviour around and
helping his friends.

Knight - Amario

Peacock - Wilfred

Fairchild - Yusuf

For being understanding of his friends
in difficult situations.

For always caring for his friends in
difficult situations.

For being a good friend to everyone and
encouraging them to achieve their best.

Pendleton - Kitabu

Moore - Robert

Victor - Pauline

For great behaviour all week and
working well with his peers, well done!

For sitting with other children at lunch
and eating some of his lunch.

For playing with her friends.

Silva - Delroy

Storey - Keren

For walking very sensibly to the shops.

For good sitting at circle time.

• Provide appropriate educational opportunities centred on every child’s individual
needs and future aspirations.
• Root all decisions and efforts in improving and building the local community.
• Work collaboratively with a range of partners and members including schools, charities,
local community groups and businesses.

We will build a life-changing community by ‘living out’ the following
values:
• Hope: Everyone has the right to ‘dream’ of what can be and be inspired to take
action to make it happen
• Positivity: We are motivated by the potential of every person, using positivity and
optimism to confront real-life problems
• Justice: A hallmark of a healthy community is justice; where everyone has a chance
to succeed

10/02/20
Harris - Cameron

Adenegan - Aleksandr

Murray - Jaycen

For trying very hard to do things
independently. Well done.

For beautiful writing this week and
trying hard to share his ideas.

For focusing so hard on writing his
name. We are so proud.

Knight - Samuel

Peacock - Connor

Fairchild - Ellis

For trying his best at new work without
being worried about it straight away.

For thinking if different ways to end his
story in English.

For working really hard in Maths, trying
new strategies.

For engaging really well with his
learning, well done!

ECT is made up of like-minded schools and organisations with a collective vision to
improve education and life opportunities for all children and young people in the local
community.

Our Aims and Values:

03/02/20

Pendleton - Nathan

Enterprise Cooperative Trust (ECT) is a not-for-profit foundation co-operative, extending
the opportunities for all young people in Enfield by providing a full ducational experience
which goes beyond academic achievement.

• Courage: We believe in challenging the ‘status quo’ through courageous leadership,
and being a voice for the voiceless
To find out more about the Trust, and how to get involved, visit:

www.enterprisecooperativetrust.org.uk

Volunteers Wanted
Both Learning for Life charity shops, in Enfield and Edmonton, have been
refurbished over the holiday period and are now open. Please do go along to
visit – donations are also welcome.

Charity Shop Assistant
Learning for Life
Enfield, Greater London
Edmonton, Greater London
Voluntary
Job description

Charity shop volunteer

Thanks for your interest in volunteering at Learning for
Life Charity

By joining our charity shop team, you can make a real
difference. The items in our shops raise vital funds to
allow Learning for Life Charity to continue proving the
best possible chances and choices to live full lives. It
wouldn’t be possible without volunteers like you.

Why should I volunteer?
•

Volunteering in one of our shops will give you experience
such as teamwork, communication and using your
initiative.

You’ll gain valuable skills to help develop your CV and
experience, and you will get the chance to meet new
people across your community.

•

It's a great way to develop your CV and to also provide
you with a reference.

•

It will allow you to get involved in your local community
and to meet new friends.

•

You don’t need any experience to volunteer

•

•

The team will be there to support and encourage you
to boost your confidence.

You just need to be motivated, hardworking and enjoy
working as part of a team.

•

There are many different roles within the shop you
can choose from and there's also no minimum time
commitment.

•

It's fun - you'll gain real satisfaction from working as
part of a team.

Who volunteers?
There are many reasons people volunteer at Learning for
Life Charity, but here are a few examples;
•

People wishing to experience the work environment
of a large organisation

•

The minimum age for volunteering in our shops is 16.

What do shop volunteers do?
Typical volunteering tasks in our charity shops include:
•

Serving customers, taking cash and providing good
all-round customer service

•

Those needing experience to gain a qualification

•

Parents returning to work

•

Sorting through donated items and pricing stock

•

Retired people with valuable skills and experience
to share

•

Working on window and shop displays

•

Keeping the shop tidy, clean and well organised

•

Area experts looking to support an important local
cause.

•

Interacting with the general public

•

16-18 year old on a recognised volunteering scheme
eg, Duke of Edinburgh or National Citizenship Service.

•

People wishing to gain experience in working with
young people

If you are interested in applying
please contact Azad Ioannou on
aIoannou@westleaschool.co.uk

West Lea in the News
West Lea students take the reins at community café in Broomfield Park
Students from the Learning for Life Campus in Broomfield, part of West Lea School in Edmonton, have taken charge of
the Palmers Greenery Community Café in Broomfield Park on Tuesdays as part of an exciting growth partnership that
enables the café to open an additional day during the week.
The café is a volunteer powered not-for-profit community business, that provides a space for the local community
to come together and make a difference to their park. The surplus money the café makes is reinvested back into the
park and park-based projects.
Thanks to the commitment of West Lea students, the café now opens four days a week: Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays. Four Year 11 students from West Lea run the café under supervision every Tuesday, excluding
school holidays.
West Lea is an innovative school for pupils aged 4 – 19 with special educational needs. Its work experience partnership
with Palmers Greenery Community Café is part of its wider ‘Learning for Life’ programme that provides students with
the opportunities and skills needed to thrive in society and the world of work.
As part of the work experience, students have learned about health and safety, and food hygiene. As well as this,
they have been able to develop key skills including reliability, consistency, and customer management; all of which
are important characteristics in any workplace, helping the students to build confidence when communicating with
customers.
A student at West Lea School and volunteer at Palmers Greenery Community Café, said:
"I like working at the café because it is challenging but not too hard. We get to meet new people and sometimes we
get to eat cake which is great! I love serving the customers and getting to know them. My favourite thing to do is
make hot chocolates – I like to think I’m very good at it."
Sarah Cotton, co-founder of the Palmers Greenery, said:
“We are delighted that in the year we celebrated our 5th birthday, we have been
able to build a partnership with West Lea school that brings such great benefits
to both parties. Thanks to a £10,000 Power to Change grant from the School for
Social Entrepreneurs, we have been able to focus on our growth and sustainability
for the next 5 years and beyond.”
Formerly disused park toilets, the cafe opened its hatches in 2014 and has ambitious
plans for the future. Moving forward, the Palmers Greenery team are considering
similar partnerships to that with West Lea and are also working with other park
stakeholders to explore how to best give local young people a say and stake in
their park. As thanks to the West Lea students for their contribution, the Palmers
Greenery team will be looking at ways they can take on board the student’s ideas
for future park investments.
Sue Tripp, Headteacher at West Lea School, said:
“We are delighted with the positive impact our students are having both in the
café and subsequently the local community. Working at the café is a fantastic
opportunity for them to hone and develop real life skills that are integral to any
working environment.
“My thanks go to Sarah for welcoming and trusting our students, who I know are
extremely grateful for the opportunity. And also, to Ms Summers, for training
and supervising the students whilst they are working.”
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