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Building Life Changing Communities

Communities play an important role in every aspect of our 
lives. We have communities in our friends, our families, 
our employment, our neighbourhoods, and in so many 
other places. We find community in the sports teams we 
support, or the artists we enjoy, even the food that we like. 
Having a sense of community unites us. 

Being a part of a community can make us feel as though we are a 
part of something greater than ourselves. It can give us opportunities to connect with 
people, to reach for our goals, and makes us feel safe and secure.

It’s important for every person to have a sense of community. A strong community 
can greatly benefit families and businesses in a variety of ways. In an age where 
technology both connects us and separates us, a local community can greatly benefit 
our wellbeing and can increase our contentment in day-to-day life. As we get older, it 
can sometimes get harder to connect with the people around us. But, that connection 
will ultimately ease stress and feelings of loneliness.

As a part of a strong community, we are a part of a group of people who want to help 
each other, whether that is socially or professionally. What makes a community strong 
is its agreement towards a common goal. A strong community can help support your 
small business by shopping locally and choosing your services over a chain. A community 
can help with your home care or lawn care, whether that is providing expert service 
for your needs, or simply walking over to a neighbour’s and helping with a project. 

A strong community is a place of opportunity. Big or small, a community can provide 
countless opportunities for growth and experience. With a community of people 
looking out for your best interests and working together for a common goal, there is 
no shortage of opportunities to strive for something that you want. 

A strong community provides an environment of safety and security.  

Sue Tripp
Executive Headteacher

Key dates 
October 2019

January 2020

July 2020

Wednesday 16th October  
Open afternoon

Monday 21st October  
– 25th October 

Half term

Monday 6th January 
Inset Day

Wednesday 22nd January 
Open afternoon

Friday 10th July 
Summer Review Day

Friday 17th July 
Last day of term

Monday 20th July 
Inset Day

Tuesday 21st July 
Inset Day

December 2019

Wednesday 22nd 
December 

Open afternoon

Thursday 19th December 
Last day of term

Monday 2nd December 
Lanthaler Work Experience

March 2020

Monday 2nd March 
Gold Class Work 

Experience 

Monday 9th March 
Gold Class Work 

Experience

April 2020 May 2020

Friday 3rd April 
Last day of term

Wednesday 22nd April 
Open afternoon – (MC/HC)

Friday 24th April 
Spring Review Day

Wednesday 27th – 29th 
April 

Haselbury Campus 
residential Trip

Monday 4th May – 7th May 
Learning For Life mixed 
group Residential Trip

Friday 8th May 
Bank Holiday

Wednesday 13th May – 
15th May 

Meridian Campus 
Residential Trip

Wednesday 20th May – 
22nd May 

Wright Class Residential 
Trip

Tuesday 19th May – 22nd 
May 

Learning For Life mixed 
group Residential Trip

Monday 25th May – 29th 
May 

Half-term

Above dates are 
subject to change – 

please visit the school 
website for updates.

June 2020

Wednesday 17th June 
Open afternoon – (MC/HC)

Tuesday 16th June 
Enfield Residential Trip

Wednesday 24th June – 
26th June 

Meridian Campus Bushcraft 
Residential

Monday 29th June 
Transition week

November 2019

Thursday 7th November 
Awards Evening

Wednesday 20th 
November  

Open afternoon

February 2020

Monday 17th – 21st 
February 
Half term

Wednesday 26th February 
Open afternoon



Meridian Campus

A message from the 
Head of School
Vicky Paver
Head of School 
Meridian Campus

Welcome back! A new school 
year always fills me with 
excitement and this year we are 
pleased to have opened two brand new primary 
sites; St Mary’s and Springfield. This has meant 
that we have gone from 60 spaces to 114 with 
66 new children joining us this September. This 
also means we have a significant number of new 
staff join us also so I’d like to welcome all our 
new families and staff to the West Lea family.

Each site has an assistant head who is based 
there most of the time:

Dysons Road – Emma Driver

Springfield – Sarah James

St Mary’s – Hannah Alldis

Hannah is currently on maternity leave so I am 
spending a large portion of my week at St Mary’s.

As well as welcoming all the new staff I’d like 
to welcome back Alice Dunning who returns 
from maternity leave. It’s great to have her 
back with all the experience and enthusiasm 
she brings. Alice will be based at St Mary’s.

Professional Development

Learning through play and 
exploratory learning

The staff at all three campuses have already taken part in a number of CPD sessions to develop their 
understanding and reflect on practice to continue to improve our skill set so that are continuously doing 
the very best we can for the children. Staff have taken part in positive behaviour training, exploratory play 
training, leadership coaching sessions and physical development.

Before the children came back to school in September, 
the staff took part in training related to the value 
of play and exploratory learning. The training was 
delivered by Cathy Gunning, who is an expert in play 
pedagogy.  We reflected on our own experiences 
of learning and planned multi-sensory activities to 
support the learning of our children. We also learnt 
about the importance of learning outside and through 
floor based activities. Everyone is looking forward 
to using these skills throughout the year.

@Meridian_Campus

Ourselves
Our topic this half term is ‘ourselves’. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for our children to get to know their friends 
and adults, and to settle into their new school. Children 
have enjoyed lots of different learning experiences 
such as drama activities (to develop communication 
skills and imagination), painting (to develop writing 
skills and creativity) and sharing sensory stories (to 
develop reading skills and concentration).   They have 
also developed their team working ability through 
physical games.  These 
skills are a vital foundation 
for future learning, as 
well as being important 
life skills.  During the 
year, we will be holding 
information sessions for 
parents/carers to share 
ways this learning can be 
continued at home. In the 
meantime, please have 
a look at the curriculum 
letter and speak to your 
class team if you have any 
questions. 



Haselbury Campus

A message from the 
Head of School
Ruchi Datta
Head of School Haselbury Campus

A very warm West Lea welcome back to all our 
staff, students and families and a huge “welcome 

to the family” to all the new additions to our community – we 
are so excited to have you join us!

It has been a busy Summer here at Haselbury Campus and you will 
notice that the redevelopment of the entrance hasn’t quite gone 
to plan (as often happens with building works). We can however 
assure you that the temporary driveway and pathway are totally 
safe and we are working tirelessly to ensure all the necessary 
requirements are met for us to be able to complete the driveway 
as soon as possible.

This year will be a stimulating and exciting one, with lots of 
new opportunities for students to develop key life skills and we 
appreciate your support with making sure students are in school 
on time every day so that they get the most out of their time with 
us. It has been wonderful to see the students coming through the 
doors happily each morning, eager for another day of learning 
with their new friends. 

Due to the addition of two new classes and the retirement of 
some staff, we have welcomed quite a few new staff this year, 
who have settled in brilliantly and are already beginning to build 
great relationships with the students.

Thank you, as ever, for your efforts in ensuring that students 
are smart in school uniform with black shoes and that they have 
their PE kit in school. Please do ensure that all items of clothing, 
including coats for the changeable weather, are clearly labelled 
with their names.

Thank you all in anticipation of your support for the forthcoming 
year and we look forward to working closely alongside you to 
provide the best possible experiences for our young people.

F

L Y I N G  H I G
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Learning for Life

Time Capsules!The first INSET days of the school 
year are always such important 
ones for reminding ourselves of our 
ethos and vision for ourselves and 
all our students. We spent half of 
ours involved in fun team-building 
activities where we researched 
recipes, budgeted within a given 
amount, used public transport to 
go shopping locally and cooked 
our ingredients to produce this 
amazing lunch for us all to share. 
We made posters using our student’s 
independence passports to show 
just how many skills can be taught 
within an activity like this and 
we cannot wait to provide these 
learning experiences for our pupils 
over the coming term. Well done 
team!

This month, Zorn class got creative building Time 
Capsules which included very special messages inside, 
before burying them outside! 

HaselburyCampus



At KS4, students also 
have the opportunity 
to carry out a Btec 
Workskills.  They also 
attend Enfield College 
every Tuesday where 
they will take part 
in taster sessions in 
Media, Catering, and Human Growth over the course 
of the year.  Accreditation ranges from AQA unit 
awards to Functional Skills Entry Level and Level 1 
or 2, Btec as well as GCSE.  We are also planning for 
the KS4 learners to carry out work experience during 
the spring and summer term.  

It is pleasing to add that all Year 11 from the cohort 
2018/2019 left with three qualifications each in Maths, 
English and Btec Worksills and have now embarked 
on a new adventure.  Marshall has joined our SIP 
programme while both Rachael and Rebeka are 
attending the Enfield class at college.  

Children may not make the desired progress without 
the support and commitment of all parents.  We all 
have a busy life but it is strongly advised that daily 
routines are put in place whereby children understand 
the importance of doing their homework and having 
a good night’s sleep.  

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to 
another positive year, for your child, for you and for 
our wonderful school community.

Canoeing & Kayaking

Learning for Life Campus

A message from the 
Head of School
Renee Flourentzou
Head of School  
Learning for Life 
Campus

It only seems like five 
minutes ago that that we 
were saying goodbye to Year 
11s and breaking up for the summer holidays. 
Now we are welcoming the children, Interns 
and staff (old and many new) and settling into 
new routines. Staff are already asking how many 
weeks until the half term! 

It’s been such an exciting and jam-packed  
start to the term. The fantastic team of staff 
have been working hard preparing for the year 
ahead including planning lots of exciting trips 
and residentials. 50 young people have also 
gone out on work experience, 90 students have 
started college placements as part of their 
curriculum, 15 have been travelled trained 
and 36 new Interns have moved to Leaning for 
Life Ponders End Campus! As you can imagine a 
hectic few weeks. A big thank you to our work 
experience team and partner organisations for 
making this happen!! 

We also appreciate the ongoing support from 
parents who help us to promote independence 
and develop life skills for their children and 
young people, we understand it’s not easy! 
Please lookout for the updates section of the 
newsletter for communication about upcoming 
events and briefings. 

I do hope everyone had a great break and we 
look forward to a productive and happy school 
year.

Students from Wright, Lanthaler and Gold Class kick 
started the term off by taking part in canoeing and 
kayaking sessions at HYMB and White Water Centre. 
They get a chance to learn valuable life skills whilst 
having lots of fun. Canoeing and kayaking are low 
impact activities that can improve your aerobic 
fitness, strength and flexibility. The specific health 
benefits include: improved cardiovascular fitness, 
increased muscle strength, particularly in the back, 
arms, shoulders and chest, from moving the paddle, 
increased torso and leg strength as the strength to 
power a canoe or kayak comes mainly from rotating 
the torso and applying pressure with your legs.

S O A R I N G

An Update from Learning for Life Campus

It has been lovely to welcome everyone back to 
school after a long summer break.  We are now in our 
second year in Ponders End and the family has grown 
massively since its humble beginning in January 2018.  
The Learning for Life Campus – Ponders End, formerly 
known as Swan Campus, would like to welcome all 
learners and staff from the Supported Internship 
Program, about sixty people altogether.  The SEMH 
provision, ASU provision and the SIP now share the 
same roof thus allowing us to deliver a more creative 
and engaging curriculum.  

During the summer break, a lot of work has been 
carried out to revamp the curriculum offer and increase 
the number of accreditation.  In the SEMH and SIP, 
the curriculum has morphed to subject specialist 
approach delivered by dedicated teachers and there 
is already a noticeable impact on the teaching and 
learning aspect.  KS3 students are studying a range 
of subjects which include Maths, English, Art, Food 
Technology, Learning for Life, Physical Education, 
Drama, Trade, and ICT.  

@WestLeaLearning

Work Experience

Summer was a busy one for our work experience 
team who were gearing up for the September start 
of work experience for students at the Swan. Over 50 
students in Phelps, Adams, Watson and Dutoit classes 
all went out on work experience this week. Some 
of the notable organisations we are working with 
include Tesco, WHSmith, RSPCA, Kervan Restaurants, 
TFL, Brews Coffee Shop and Gillians Riding School. 
We would also like to thank our friends in education, 
Fleecefield and Raynham Primary Schools who are 
supported our students.

We are especially excited about our new partnership 
with the Felix project. More to come on this, but 
we have 10 students all volunteering with them on 
various days of the weeks to help them keep their 
mission for preventing foot waste and food poverty 
in the local area.

There are some students who are yet to go out and 
we are working extremely hard to ensure they all 
get a placement as soon as possible.



Student Stars

Haselbury Campus

of the Week

Fox - Mackenzie Gallagher - Cankurt 

Lister - Nathan   Nichols - Aston 

Hamilton - Chinelo 

For settling in extremely well, getting on with your 
classmates, concentrating on your work and listening to 

instructions – Well done!

For being an excellent role model for the new students in 
Gallagher Class

For settling into his new class and school amazingly! For all his hard work in lessons and participation in activities  

Sanchez - Marceli   
For settling in well 

For enthusiasm and participating in all class activities. Also 
giving great ideas  

Brannigan - Anil 

For having a great start back at school, trying his best at 
activities before asking for help and, for showing good 

listening and fantastic manners

Simmonds - Aksel 

For a very good start to the year. A fantastic attitude, 
behaviour and effort in all lessons.

For completing all his work and making good choices this 
week  

Zorn - Zachary Narita - Maahir 

For good behaviour and a positive attitude

Omar - Shaun 

For a fantastic start to the year, being very helpful and trying in all lessons

Monday 16th – Friday 20th September 2019 

Meridian Campus

Learning for Life Campus

Joshua - Kingsley Holmes - Kayshaun

Harris - Qali 

For always participating in lessons - well done!

Adenegan - Ronas 

For always showing excellent behaviour and trying his best all 
the time

Murray - Layla 

Trying her best and helping her friends

Knight - Mustaf 

Behaving very well during break and lunch time

Peacock - Wilfred 

For always being an amazing role model to his peers

Fairchild - Kaylan 

For outstanding work and behaviour

Pendleton - Elijah 

Elijah has only been with us for a couple of weeks however he has already shown himself to be a star. He has great reflection 
skills and is very thoughtful.

Monday 16th – Friday 20th September 2019 

Monday 16th – Friday 20th September 2019 

Moore - Sienna 

For comforting her friend when they were upset

Victor - Matthew 

For settling in really well to his new school & helping others

Silva - Yusuf 

For focusing well on a literacy task by tracing over his name

Storey - Ewelina 

For good communication & helping her friends

Dutoit - Ethan 

For settling in well in Dutoit Class

Wright - Aaliyah 

For settling in to her new class really well and for working 
hard to develop her independence skills

Lanthaler - Nazmul 

For improving his communication skills and making friends

WELL 
DONE!

Hard work and showing support to others Excellent behaviour and demonstrating new skills learned 
during P.E



David Lloyd

David Lloyd offers free access to facilities for West Lea students

Since the beginning of term, Learners from the 
Ponders End Learning for Life Campus have had the 
fantastic opportunity of taking part in sport and 
fitness activities each week at one of the country’s 
most famous leisure centres, David Lloyds,Enfield. 

The partnership, set up by the campus PE teacher 
Jake Heracleous, means learners from the Ponders 
End Learning for Life Campus will have the chance 
in participating in new activities such as spinning, 
short tennis and volleyball throughout the academic 
year as well as being able to make use of using 
the vast range of other equipment and amenities 
on offer.

In true community spirit, the team at David Lloyd 
will also be providing us with specialised coaching 
sessions, tailored to the needs of our students and further enhancing our personalised PE curriculum.

This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to not only get active but also continue to develop key 
life skills including independence, confidence, and communication. Feedback on the partnership has 
been incredibly positive so far and we have already seen a huge amount of enthusiasm from students 
visiting the leisure centre.

So far this month Hartwell have taken full use of the fantastic sports hall on site whilst developing 
their badminton skills. Holmes and Joshua have been fortunate enough to use the brand new spinning 
room usually only available to David Lloyds private members. 

We’re looking forward to seeing 
how the partnership develops 
and would like to thank the 
team at David Lloyd for their 
generosity and support for 
students.


