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VALENTINE'S 
BALL

We are very pleased to 

announce that for the 2nd year 

running the Learning For Life 

Charity is hosting the "Wanna Be 

Friends Valentine's Ball" at Forty 

Hall Estate. 

Even if you do not have a date 

you can still come along to the 

Valentine's Ball with a friend as 

we encourage you to bond with 

others and maybe make some 

new friends too. 

We would like to remind you 

that this is a parents and carers 

free event and only students will 

be allowed into the ball.  

We invite everyone to attend for 

a night of fun and games with 

your closest friends. The event 

will take place on Saturday 24th 

February and will run from 

7:30pm to 10pm. Doors shut at 

8pm sharp so DON'T BE LATE! 

Tickets cost £12. For more 

information contact Lee Bagley 

on 0208 807 2656 ext 117 or 

email at 

lbagley@westleaschool.co.uk

WORLD POETRY 
DAY

On the 21st of February it will be 

"World Poetry Day" 

World Poetry Day started in 1999 

and the purpose of the day is to 

promote the reading, writing, 

publishing and teaching of poetry 

throughout the world.  

In November 1999, the United 

Nations established the day as an 

important role in the arts and in 

cultures throughout the world and 

over time.  

It also wanted the day to promote 

the efforts of small publishers with 

regard to publishing poetry. The 

day also focuses on promoting a 

return to the oral tradition of 

poetry recitals, as well as 

strengthening the association 

between poetry and other forms of 

expression, such as dance, music 

and painting.  

QUOTE OF THE 
WEEK

"I feel there is nothing 
more artistic than loving 

people" 
 
 

- Vincent Van Gogh 

The first World Poetry Day was 

held on March 21st, 2000. 

A poem is a perfect and sweet 

idea to surprise your valentine 

with. Why not give it a go? 



HISTORY OF 
VALENTINE'S 

DAY
Have you ever wondered about 

the history of Valentine's Day and 

how it came about?  

Legend has it that Valentine was 

a priest near Rome in about the 

year 270 AD, a time when the 

early Christian church was 

subjected to significant 

persecution. 

Valentine's role as a Priest was to 

help Christians to escape 

persecution and to provide the 

sacraments, such as marriage, 

which was outlawed by the 

Roman Empire at that time.

While records are scarce it 

seems that Valentine's 

persecution as a Christian 

included his interrogation by 

the then Roman Emperor, 

Claudius the Second. Finding 

Valentine an intelligent man he 

attempted to get him to convert 

to Roman paganism in order to 

not only save his life , but then 

use him as a powerful enemy for 

the rapidly growing Christian 

movement. Valentine refused 

and tried to convert Claudius to 

Christianity instead. Because of 

this he was unfortunately 

executed.

So why was Valentine made a saint? 

While he was jailed and awaiting 

execution, the legend was born that 

he performed a miracle by curing 

the blindness of Julia, the daughter 

of his jailer, Asterius. Julia and all of 

her father's family and servants, 

came to believe in Jesus Christ and 

were baptised by Valentine.  

Father Valentine is said to have 

secretly performed many Christian 

weddings for Roman soldiers, who 

were actually forbidden to marry. 

Roman Emperor Claudius believed 

that married men made bad 

soldiers.

Another legend attached to Saint 

Valentine is his wish to remind the 

soldiers of God's love and to 

encourage them to remain faithful 

Christians. He is said to have cut 

hearts from paper, giving them to 

the soldiers. This is possibly the 

origin of the modern tradition of 

hearts representing love, and 

especially used on cards and gifts 

for Valentine's Day on 14th February. 

On the evening before Valentine 

was to be executed, he wrote the 

very first Valentine's card himself, 

and gave it to the daughter of his 

jailer, signing as "Your Valentine!" 

This, of course, is the expression we 

now use today, usually when 

sending an anonymous card. 

THE POST
In literacy, Wright Class have 

been writing informal letters 

to friends and family. We have 

also been learning about the 

post office and where our 

letters go when we post them. 

We even walked to the local 

post office and bought stamps 

to send to our friends and 

family.

TWEET OF 
THE WEEK



ATTENDANCE
Meridian = Victor 

Haselbury = Zorn 

LFLC = Lanthaler

STARS OF THE 
WEEK

Silva = Charlie - For being kind 
to his friends by sharing. 

Victor = Iysis - For being brilliant 
at Maths. 

Peacock = Shaun - For being so 
helpful and kind this week. 

Murray = Asya - Being happy 
and kind to friends. 

Lister = Jamie - For showing his 
friend how to take the register 
to the office 

Fairchild = Tamay - For being so 
settled in class. 

Wright = Aliyah - For great 
progress with writing. 

Zorn = Jake - For amazing work 
in performing arts. 

Simmonds = Sude- For joining 
in with class discussions and 
sharing her personal 
experiences. 

Gallagher = David - For 
improving his behaviour in 
class and around school. 

Branningan = Stephen - For a 
really positive attitude  and 
overcoming his stage fright. 

Fox = Sammi-Jo - For working 
extremely hard in English this 
week, improving her article 
writing skills. 

Lanthaler = Marshall - For 
excellent behaviour in class 
and working really hard in 
lessons. 

Dutoit = Berdan - For showing 
sensible behaviour on the 
roads. 

Enfield = Joseph - For showing 
great support to his peers. 

Gold = For having a good 
understanding of earthquakes. 

Westway Sport Centre in Kensington 

has been used this year to host 

Panathlon London Boccia finals and 

London ‘’Lords Tavernier’’ finals. West 

Lea students showed how 

passionate they are about this 

Paralympic sport and how well they 

can hold the pressure of important 

matches. 

In the Lords tournament our team 

came third - winning bronze 

medals. However the stars of the day 

were: Bilal, Yeabsra & Elijah who 

won all their games, gold medals & 

2018 Panathlon London Champions 

title. 

We are all proud of your 

achievements! 

- 

Mr Zawislak 

ASD Boccia 
London 

Champions 2018 Next week we will be creating an 

engaging reading corner which 

will promote reading for pleasure 

& support communication. 

National Book 
Week!

*top: Mali with some of our students 

bottom: our students getting ready 

for the tournament

Pupil involvement in 

designing the area

Appealing area which is 

clearly defined and accessible 

Books in good condition 

Carefully selected range of 

books available, e.g. 

traditional stories, non-fiction, 

poetry, magazines 

Books which pupils can read 

independently & some 

beyond their current 

independent reading skills 

Around 5 – 8 books per pupil 

Communication is promoted, 

e.g. use of key vocab, 

questions on display 


