
 

This Wednesday 21st of September people all over the 
world joined in the celebrations of International World 
Peace Day. On this day all over the world we celebrate 
world peace and specifically the absence of war and vio-
lence. 
 
The theme for this year is “Together for Peace: Respect, 
Safety and Dignity for All.” This year the International 
Day of Peace focuses on helping refugees and migrants 
who have had to flee their countries due to events such 
as war, famine, natural disasters and other circumstanc-
es.  
 
Many young people take part in the celebrations of this 
day. They can volunteer for example at refugee camps 
as well as reach out a hand of friendship to young mi-
grants and refugees who they might meet in their com-
munities and schools. 
 
On Wednesday 21st September many classes at West 
Lea joined in the celebrations of International Peace 
Day. We stuck to the theme of ‘together’ by working in 
groups as well as pairs on various fun and interesting 
activities. Here is a little information on what some clas-
ses got up to... 
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In Simmonds Class students joined in making a 
Peace Tree as a whole class. What is a Peace 
Tree? Students hung up objects and symbols that 
have a special meaning to them such as objects that 
define their communities, religion or ethnic back-
ground. Everyone had a lot of fun joining in this ac-
tivity and we all found out a lot of interesting infor-
mation about our fellow classmates. 
 
Fun Fact: The first Peace Tree was planted in To-
ronto, Canada in 2006 by the mayor of the town. 

SIMMONDS CLASS 

FOX CLASS 

In Fox Class we did a lot of activities based around 
International Peace Day. We learnt many interesting 
facts about International Peace Day such as what 
the day is actually about and its history. For example 
we learnt that the day was first established in 1981. 
 
We also wrote some acrostic peace poems. An 
acrostic poem is a type of poetry where the first, last 
or other letters in a line spell out a particular word or 
phrase. This task was really enjoyable. Additionally 
we looked at peace in relationships as part of our 
PSHE topic. All in all we had a lot of fun! 
 
Did you know that the theme song for Peace Day is 
“Heal The World” by Michael Jackson? 



HAMID’S STORY 

Hamid is a young boy originally from Afghanistan.       
Unfortunately he had to leave his country after he was 
shot in the hand in the war. Hamid could not work or go 
to school so he had to travel to the United Kingdom. 
 
Because Hamid didn’t have a car he had to walk by foot 
through jungles, mountains as well as  dangerous coun-
tries. He wasn’t always treated nicely everywhere he 
went and after arriving in the UK he was arrested by the 
police. 
 
Fortunately the police gave Hamid some clean clothes, 
fresh food and a place to live. Hamid has now met other 
people from his community and is learning to become an 
engineer even though he can not use his hand properly. 
 
Hamid’s story gives other young refugees hope. 

 Governance 
Governors work with the senior leaders in the school 
to help to shape strategic direction and hold the 
school’s leaders and finances to account.  The role 
of governor has steadily risen in responsibility over 
the last few years, and is increasingly becoming 
more professional and accountable.  This is not a 
small commitment, but I can assure you it is very re-
warding, and will greatly enhance your understand-
ing of the school and increase your involvement in 
the local community. 
  
We are recruiting carefully, as the school is on a swift 
journey of improvement and governors need to have 
the capacity not merely to keep up, but to actively 
contribute to the strategic role within the leadership 
and management of the school.  It can be a bit 
daunting initially, especially navigating through the 
acronyms and jargon, but there is a wealth of training 
and support available.  
  
Skills & Experience 
The most desirable aspect that you would bring to 
our team is a parent’s/carer’s perspective, but we 
have identified that our governing body is weaker in 
skills such as data analysis and financial manage-
ment, and  in work experience such as Accounting, 
Legal, PR, work placements/careers and Health & 
Safety.  Any experience in these would be doubly 
welcome but is not necessary. 
  
If you feel that you have the requisite skills and expe-
rience, please send an expression of interest to Paul 
Quinn (School Business Manager) or if you would 
like to discuss in more detail, please get in contact 
(call the main number and ask to speak with Paul 

WEST LEA 
GOVERNOR RECRUITMENT 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
West Lea School is in an exciting stage of its develop-
ment, with our new campus at Dyson’s Road and ex-
tensive building works at Haselbury Campus, both of 
which will create an outstanding learning environment 
for our pupils. We currently have an opportunity for par-
ents to join our team - are you interested in directly con-
tributing towards the development of your child’s educa-
tion? 
 



PTA COFFEE MORNING 

 Another way we celebrated the International Peace 
day was by hosting the first PTA (Parent Teacher As-
sociation) coffee morning of the year. I had the won-
derful privilege to be invited and was able to interview 
to members of the PTA: Sam Flack and Elizabeth 
Edwards. Here is some information that I found out 
about the PTA. 

 
    The PTA is a group of parents and teachers who 

meet regularly two times in a month to help raise 
money for our school and the students. It is made up 
of five members and is led by Karen Bence who is the 
head of the PTA.  

 
    The PTA coffee mornings help parents to meet 
    other parents who are going through the same or sim-

ilar situations and provide each other with  support. 
Occasionally a special guest speaker is invited to give 
talks and to meet the parents. 

 
    It is clear that everyone has a lot of fun at our PTA 

coffee mornings.  

     As well as talking to the members of the PTA I had 
the privilege to speak to some parents about the 
Coffee Morning and why they like to attend the 
meetings. 

 
    A group of parents have been coming for a total of 

three to four years. Isn’t that   amazing! They es-
pecially like to come to the coffee morning to so-
cialise and meet new parents. They receive help 
with filling out forms and important documents and  
occasionally go out for breakfast as a whole group 
of parents. 

 
    One thing that everyone is able to experience 

whether they are a member of the PTA or a par-
ent, is the very happy atmosphere! 

   

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because 
we’re curious and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths” 

Walt Disney. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
   

Silva Ali Ali 
Victor Iysis Amono 
Murray Melek Sebaydinova 
Peacock Connor Flack  
Lister  Mason Venamore 
Fairchild Grace Salumu 
Zorn Princess Michelle Eweka 
Simmonds  Freddie Woodcock 
Brannigan    Umut Yozgur 
Gallagher    Jack Lines 
Wright        Aliyah Hamid 
Fox            Sam Sheehan & Onur Tasin 
 

 
   STARS OF THE WEEK  

 
The class with the winning attendance this week was Zorn 
Class with an attendance of 97.5% WELL DONE ZORN CLASS! 
 
Peacock Class had the most improved attendance at the Me-
ridian Campus with a jump from 82.7% to 94.2%.  Well done 
Peacock Class!   
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