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IN THIS ISSUE
Brilliant news!! Some of our Haselbury 
children were in Northern Cyprus 
recently where they won plenty of 
medals and trophies while basking in 
the country’s lovely sunshine.

Our delightful Meridian staff have 
been embarking on a team-building 
training trip to Epping Forest where 
they took part in a plethora of fun 
activities. Read on to find out more!

Current and past student’s partied all 
night in style at the ‘WannaBe Friends’ 
May ball, hosted by the Learning For 
Life Charity.

Read more to find out all the gossip. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“Intelligence plus character 
- that is the goal of true 
education”

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

ATTENDANCE

MERIDIAN          MURRAY

HASELBURY      BRANNIGAN

LFLC                     LANTHALER

NEWS FLASH..... West Lea has only gone & won 5 gold 
medals, 1 silver & 1 bronze in today’s 10th International 
disability athletics games in the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus taking place at the Ataturk Stadium in Lefkosa. We are 
ever so proud of our students. Go West Lea.

OF THE 
WEEK:

@WESTLEASCHOOL 3RD MAY

STARS OF THE WEEK

SILVA
Charlie - For trying a variety of 
different foods this week. 

VICTOR

Tuncay - For always being an amazing 
friend.

PEACOCK
Antoni - For being so happy and 
working so well. 

MURRAY
David - For improved behaviour and good 
learning. 

LISTER
Mason - For concentrating more on 
his work during Maths activities.

FAIRCHILD
Maahir - For excellent work in class this 
week, well done!.

WRIGHT
Eryka - For developing independence 
with preparing food for cooking. 

ZORN
Rory - For coming to school on time. 

SIMMONDS
Juliet - For always being kind, co-
operative and helpful to her class mates 
and teachers. 

GALLAGHER
Asli - For being more positive in 
lessons. 

BRANNIGAN
Natascha - For always trying her very 
best in class.

FOX
Ben - For being calm this week and 
working hard in lessons, especially 
swimming. 

LANTHALER
Teyla - For excellent effort in all lessons. 

GOLD
Justin - For excellent work in Maths. 

ENFIELD
No one this week. 



A “SMELLY” SUBJECT
OUR CHILDREN LEARN HOW 
ORGANISMS WORK

A smelly subject indeed! Our students 
learned about carnivores, herbivores 
and ombnivores by investigating 
waste produce.

The day featured some truly 
exploratory learning. 

Our children really learnt a 
lot, although the day did 
understandably involve a lot of 
“nose-pinching”

EPIC FUN AT EPPING 
FOREST!
OUR STAFF HAVE A FUN DAY OUT!

On Thursday 3rd May some of our staff 
from the Meridian Campus went on a 
team-building day held in Epping Forest.

Everyone really enjoyed and 
immersed themselves in many of 
the activities, including; studying 
the texture of trees, measuring the 
height of trees, and walking around 
blindfolded whilst be guided by a 
colleague. 

We have returned with so many new 
ideas, both for ourselves, and for the 
children!

ALIENS LOVE 
UNDERPANTS
OUR CHILDREN GET READING

‘Aliens Love Underpants’ by Clare 
Freedman and Ben Cort is a book 
being used by many of our classes 
to help them learn about space. As 
well as learning about features of a 
book, such as the ‘blurb,’ ‘title’ and 
‘spine,’ children can practise reading 
sentences and talking about what is 
happening in the pictures. 
This book is usually available in local 
libraries, so why not pop to your 
library and have a look for it? We 
would love to see them in school!

THE BIG HUNGRY 
CATERPILLAR
OUR CHILDREN OF VICTOR CLASS HAVE 
BEEN CREATING

The children in Victor Class have been 
making caterpillars, while learning 
about their life cycles and developing 
their fine motor skills. 

Our children have learnt that the key 
stages of a butterfly’s life begin in 
cylindrical egg form before hatching 
into a caterpillar. They then learnt that 
caterpillars grow by eating specific types 
of leaves and shedding their skin during 
development. 

Caterpillars grow quickly, developing 
into pupa through ‘metamorphosis’, a 
process where it then, progresses into 
butterfly form. Usually within three-to-
four weeks, the butterfly grows strong 
enough to fly!



DAY 2
MORE MEDALS

The next day, the students started 
their day by working out more 
at the Acapulco Resort they 
were staying, in preparation for 
the sports events in the Ataturk 
Stadium. They made good use 
of the grounds; stretching and 
running along the sandy beach. 

It was worth the work out as this time 
they came back with 6 gold medals, 
6 silver, 2 bronze and a trophy. What 
a fantastic achievement on what was 
only day two! 

CYPRUS TRIP: DAY 1
SUN AND GAMES

West Lea School had the fantastic 
opportunity of sending 4 members 
of staff and 8 students all the way 
to Northern Cyprus to attend 
the 10th International Disability 
Athletics Games, which took place 
in the Ataturk stadium in the heart of 
Lefkosa. 

Lucky for them the sun was shining 
and made this trip a memorable one. 

Their first day consisted of attending 
the stadium and taking part in a few 
sports activities which resulted in 
winning 5 gold medals, 1 silver and 
1 bronze. What a fantastic first day it 
was!

A TRIP TO REMEMBER
TILL NEXT TIME...

What a fantastic  experience the 
students had! Well, we definetly 
cannot wait to go back next year!

Quote from a parent: 

“Jamil came back very happy from 
Cyprus. He is now more motivated 
and loves athletics plus he’s looking 
forward to engaging in more sports. 

In general, we think the trip has 
worked wonders in building his self-
esteem and independence.

We would really like to thank you all 
for giving Jamil this opportunity.”

DAY 3
WEST LEA WINDS DOWN

After two days of grafting to win 
medals and trophies; it was only fair 
that the staff and students wound 
down by relaxing by the pool. They 
did this by swimming and taking 
advantage of the aqua park. Although 
it was not as sunny, this did not stop 
them from having a little bit of fun. 

Well deserved!



A VISIT FROM THE TOP 
MRS TRIPP VISITS DUTOIT

On Tuesday 8th May, Mrs Tripp visited 
the Learning for Life Centre to see what 
students were getting up to and what 
they were learning about in lessons. It 
was a very lovely surprise. 

One of the classes Mrs Tripp visited was 
Dutoit Class. She joined in their daily 
reading time after lunch where they read 
about “The World’s Greatest Inventions”. 

What do you think is the greatest 
invention ever? Maybe it’s the wheel, 
lightbulb, medicine or the internet? 

Why not ask your friends what they 
think?

MAY BALL
OUR STUDENTS PARTY IN STYLE!!

On Saturday 5th May staff and 
students alike attended our annual 
“May Ball” hosted at Forty Hall in 
Enfield.

Everyone turned up in elegant 
and fancy clothes and we were all 
dressed to impress. It was lovely 
to see our current West Lea pupils 
as well as catching up with ex-
students, and finding out what 
everyone is doing since they left. 

Special mention goes to Ms Bagley 
and her team who once again 
pulled out all the stops to make it 
an amazing evening and a night to 
remember.

DATES TO REMEMBER
KEY FAITHS CALENDAR

May

11th May - 14th June - Ramadan (Islam) 
The ninth month of the Islamic calendar 
observed by Muslims worldwide as 
a month of fasting to commemorate 
the first revelation of the Quran to the 
Prophet Muhammad.

19th - 21st - Shavuot (Judaism) The Feast 
of Weeks, celebrating the giving of the 
Torah, the first harvest and the ripening 
of the first fruits.

29th  - Wesak (Buddhism) Celebration of 
Buddha’s enlightenment.

June

14th + 15th - Eid al Fitr (Islam) The 
Festival of Fast-breaking. End of 
Ramadan. It falls on the first day of 
Shawwal, the month which follows 
Ramadan in the Islamic calendar.

July

27th - Dharma Day (Buddhism) One of 
the most important dates, marking the 
date the religion was established.

August

21st - 25th - Eid-el-Adha (Islam)  Knowns 
as the Festival of Sacrifice.

September 

9th - 11th - Rosh Hashanah (Judaism) = 
The Jewish New Year Festival.

18th + 19th - Yom Kippur (Judaism) = 
Day of Atonement -  a day to reflect on 
the past year and ask God’s forgiveness 


