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A MESSAGE 
FROM  THE 
EXECUTIVE
HEAD-
TEACHER

Sue Tripp - Executive 
Headteacher

Keeping children safe 
while out and about in the 
community
All children can be vulnerable 
sometimes, and as a parent it is 
only natural to worry about their 
safety. If you are worried, you can 
help to protect your young children 
and teens with these common-
sense tips.

Protecting young children
Statistics show that crime against 
young children by strangers is rare. 
Even so, these seven tips can help 
protect your child:

* Tell your child to avoid talking 
to people they don’t know when 
you’re not around.

* Make sure your child knows never 
to walk away with strangers.

* Make sure your child understands 
that they should always tell you if a 
stranger approaches and never to 
keep this secret.
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* If your child is travelling alone, tell 
them to sit near other families on 
the train or bus.

*  If your child has to use a lift – 
tell them only to use lifts with 
friends and not to feel worried 
about getting out if they are 
uncomfortable about someone else 
being in there.

*  If your child gets lost, they should 
ask for help from a police officer, 
another grown-up with children or 
someone working at a nearby shop.

* Have your children learn their 
address and telephone number by 
heart.

Keeping teenagers safe

*  Stay alert, and keep personal 
headphones turned off, so they can 
hear what’s going on around them.

* Stick to busy, well-lit roads, and 
avoid short cuts through alleyways.

*  If your child thinks someone is 
following them, they should cross 
the road or go to a place with lots 
of people around, like a bus stop or 
shop.

* Your child could carry a whistle or 
shrill alarm around their neck or on 
a key chain to warn off suspicious 
strangers.

* When travelling by bus, your child 
should try to use bus stops on busy 
roads.

* If someone tries to take something 
from your child, tell them never to 
fight.

* Tell them to keep mobile phones 
and other valuables out of sight, 
and to turn off their mobile phone 
ringer to avoid attracting attention.

* Don’t let your child carry weapons 
because they are more likely to be 
used against them, and it’s illegal.

* Encourage your child to speak up if 
they are being bullied or feel they 
might be in danger.     

Sue Tripp

FEATURING THIS 
MONTH:
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ATTENDANCE!
Dear Parents/Carers, please help us to 
help your child by ensuring that they are in 
school every day, on time, unless of course 
they are too unwell or there are other 
unavoidable circumstances. 

If your child is going to be absent 
from school due to illness or any other 
unavoidable reason, please ring in and 
leave a message on the Absence Line by 
9am on the first day of absence, clearly 
stating your child’s name, class, and why 
they are not attending.  

Thank you to all parents who have been 
doing this!  

This will prevent the school from ringing 
you later in the day to find out why your 
child is not here, or writing to you if we 
cannot make contact. Please would you 
also make sure that we have up-to-date 
telephone numbers for you, and at least 
one other emergency contact in case you 
are unavailable.  If we’re not informed of 
the reason for your child’s absence, it goes 
down on their record as unauthorised, 
which then raises a concern with the 
Education Welfare Officer.  Many parents 
in the borough are now facing financial 
penalties for this.  

Don’t let this be you!

A huge thank you to Honey our kitch-
en cook and coffee morning parents 
who created a delicious spread on the 
day of our grand opening! Bravo, for 
all your hard work! Thank you to Mrs 
Omer our PSA and Karen Bence the 
head of PTA for their helping hands 
on the day. Please look out for next 
month’s issue for all the grand open-
ing goss! Thank you!!
Message from Tanya Dervish.



CHILDRENS 
MENTAL HEALTH 
WEEK!
KIDS DAY!

We recently celebrated ‘Children’s 
Mental Health Week’ with a ‘Kids 
Day.’ This day was planned using 
lots of ideas from the children 
themselves, and the aim was to 
raise awareness of how we can 
look after our bodies and minds.  

Classes enjoyed activities, such as 
reflecting on their own qualities 
and strengths, relaxing in the 
sensory room, and having some 
quiet reading time.   We also had 
special assemblies during the week 
based on this theme. 

A special ‘thank you’ to Miss Barre 
for helping to organise the day.

A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL

Vicky Paver - 
Head of School 
Meridian Campus

Hi everyone,

Spring is a lovely time of the year. 
The days are getting longer, the 
birds are singing and the weather 
is getting warmer. 

We are half-way through another 
school year and what a busy one it 
has been! Looking ahead we have 
an exciting residential trip planned 
for May! We want to take all the 
children to Tolmers, a place that 
children from West Lea School 
have visited for a number of years. 
Look out for further information. 

We have also had a lot of 
development work done recently 
in the playground, including a 
new bike track and allotment. 
The children will be involved in 
growing a range of plants and 
vegetables in the allotment,  
which ties in perfectly with this 
half term’s theme…World Kitchen!

Please come along and join us at 
one of our coffee mornings on 
Tuesdays at 10am, it would be 
lovely to see you all.

Vicky Paver

PEOPLE WHO HELP US!
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE WHEN 
YOU GROW UP? 

Classes have been enjoying the topic 
of ‘people who help us.’ As part of this, 
we were very lucky to have  been visited 
by  police officers, nurses, and a dental 
health practitioner. 

Children found out about the special 
roles these people have, and how they 
help us. 

They were also able to handle some 
of the equipment involved in these 
themes, such as a police hat, oxygen 
mask, and toothbrush.  

Children asked some fantastic questions, 
and learnt lots of new vocabulary. Some 
children were even inspired to want to 
join these professions themselves as 
adults!
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EDUCATIONAL VISITS.

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL.

Educational visits are a great way of 
providing our children with physical and 
visual learning opportunities, as well as 
developing independent travel skills.  
Lots of visits have taken place in recent 
weeks, including local parks, shops and 
a local library. 

Older classes have gone further 
afield.  Peacock Class used the London 
Underground to explore Kings Cross 
St Pancras Station and the surrounding 
area. 

They learnt about the different train 
lines and how to stay safe on platforms 
and escalators. Fairchild Class went 
on the London Eye to observe all the 
buildings they had researched in class. 
They also used their Maths skills to 
purchase their own lunch while they 
were out. 

The children love to talk about the 
visits they have been on, and are very 
proud to share their learning from these 
experiences.

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @Meridian_Campus

Social Media Spotlight
Peacock Class went on an adventure 
to London King’s Cross today. 
They had great day learning 
about trains and how @TfL works. 
#learningforlife #adventuretime

@MERIDIAN_CAMPUS FEB 14TH

@Meridian_
Campus

MERIDIAN STARS
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WEEK 1 - 27TH - 31ST JANUARY

Silva Class 
Oliver - For good singing and signing 
during lessons. 

Victor Class 
Riley - For improved behaviour.

Murray Class 
Nathan - For having a brilliant week. 

Knight Class 
 Sharnae - For improving her 
behaviour and staying focused when 
doing work.

Peacock Class 
Tyrese - For trying hard to tell the time 
during Maths lessons. 

Fairchild Class 
Zephan - For brilliant Maths work. 

WEEK 2 - 4TH - 8TH FEB

Silva Class 
Marvin - For settling well in class 
and good speaking. 

Victor Class 
Maja - For engaging well in tasks 
and helping her classmates. 

Murray Class 
Raihan - For always being kind to 
his friends and teachers. 

Knight Class 
Alfie - For always using his 
manners when talking to others. 

Peacock Class 
Raphael - For settling well into 
Peacock Class. 

Fairchild Class 
Bernie - For working 
independently this week. 

WEEK 3 - 11TH - 15TH FEB

Silva Class 
Ali - For good walking during our trip 
to the local park.  

Victor Class 
Harry - For making progress with 
speaking and communication skills. 

Murray Class 
Nathan - For doing better listening! 
Well done. 

Knight Class 
Ceren - For improving in listening.

Peacock Class
 Hope - For being helpful, kind and 
sensible all through this week. 

Fairchild Class 
Jack - For excellent English work this 
week. 

MERIDIAN STARS



PANATHLON FUN!

OUR WINNERS!

On Thursday 25th February 
our students gave a fantastic 
performance at the Panathlon 
Challenge Multi Sport Competition 
at Hendon Leisure Centre.

The West Lea KS3 and 4 student’s 
and Waverley team won the events 
which consisted of Boccia, Table 
Cricket, Polybat, New Age Kurling 
and Field Athletics. The students 
received gold medals and a first 
place trophy!

West Lea and Waverley (Enfield 
team) have progressed to the next 
stage and in March we will be 
fighting to qualify for the London 
final at the Olympic Park in June 
2019.

Great effort!

A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL

Ruchi Datta - Head of School 
Haselbury Campus

It has been a short but action-packed 
half-term and students have enjoyed 
a host of trips, sporting competitions 
and interesting visitors, such as the St 
John Ambulance. 

In the first week of February we 
celebrated Chinese New Year 
alongside Children’s Mental Health 
Week, where students took part in 
activities linked to healthy eating, 
exercise, the appropriate amount 
screen time and ways to calm 
before bed. Many pupils brought in 
something from home that makes 
them feel good to share at our 
Wellbeing Show and Tell.

As many of you will already know,  
as part of our commitment to the 
wellbeing of our children, staff and 
stakeholders, we have undertaken 
a lot of work towards the new 
Wellbeing Award for Schools. It is 
an award that recognises a school’s 
efforts to promote and protect 
positive emotional wellbeing 
and mental health education and 
support. The award required us to 
develop an action plan to consciously 
recognise what we currently do and 
offer additional opportunities to 
support and promote mental health 
and wellbeing. We are pleased to 
report that, after nearly a year’s 
work, we have almost completed our 
action plan to gain the award – watch 
this space for more updates!

To help our students understand 
themselves better and “take notice” 
we are introducing mindfulness 
practices at Haselbury Campus this 
term and we will be including a 
Mindfulness activity of the month 
within the main content of our 
newsletter for you to try at home, 
with your child or simply for yourself.

Ruchi Datta

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @HaselburyCampus

F
L Y I N G  H I G

H

www.westleaschool.co.uk4

MINDFULNESS 
ACTIVITY OF THE 
MONTH!

THE SHARK FIN.

• Place the side of your hand on 
your forehead, with your palm 
facing out to the side

• Close your eyes

• Slide your hand down your 
face, in front of your nose

• Say “shhh” as you slide your 
hand down your face

• If you are standing do the 
same but you are standing 
straight, still, silently, using 
soft breathing and shut eyes 
while you move your  hand 
down your face



Social Media Spotlight
Thank you to everyone who came out today 
to celebrate the grand opening of our new 
build. We had a great afternoon with you 
all! #learningforlife #specialschool #Enfield 
#send #expansion

@HASELBURYCAMPUS FEB 15TH

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @HaselburyCampus

@Haselbury
Campus

HASELBURY STARS

JACK PETCHEY 
AWARD WINNER!

JANUARY 2019

Nominations were received for the 
following pupils in Hamilton Class;

Rory, Kwaku, David John, Maahir

Godiva, James, Larissa, Anil, Evie

Kaydon.

The winner is **** David  ****

Some of the reasons why David 
was nominated were;

- Always kind and caring towards 
others and very polite.

- Settled in well and participated 
in everything we do, from yoga 
and singing to learning about 
money and how to spend it.

- Always puts a smile on your face 
and he is someone people enjoy 
spending time with.

- He is a very popular member of 
Hamilton class.

Congratulations David. 
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WEEK 1 - 28TH - 1ST FEB
Nichols

Nelly - For becoming more confident 
in class and in the playground and 
being a super role model for others. 

Lister
Arfat - For outstanding behaviour at 
all times throughout the day and for 
completing his work independently. 

Zorn
Tyreece - For being very helpful with 
his friends. 

Hamilton
Godiva - For excellent work in Maths 
this week. 

Gallagher
Ramadan- For trying really hard in 
Maths. It is starting to pay off. 

Simmonds
Serodie - For working hard in Maths. 

Sanchez
Juliet - For following adult 
instructions, contributing ideas and 
completing all tasks with a smile. 

Fox
Ethan - For managing his behaviour 
extremely  well this week. 

Brannigan
Rebecca - For being polite, kind and 
friendly. 

WEEK 3 - 11TH - 15TH FEB
Nichols

Keya - For becomng more 
independent and taking ownership of 
her eating and drinking.

Lister
Hatice - Fo trying really hard in Maths 
this week and learning to tell the time. 

Zorn
 Reem - For good attendance and 
coming to school very happy. 

Hamilton
Maahir - For making good choices and 
participating in our class social games. 

Gallagher
Cankurt - For starting to take part 
in activities in the morning and 
lunchtime. 

Simmonds
Eren - For trying his best in all his 
lessons. 

Sanchez
Elijah - For settling in well, making 
new friends and working well in 
Maths. 

Fox
Asli - For concentrating in lessons and 
following instructions. 

Brannigan
Chloe - For her resilience and positive 
attitude when dealing with difficult 
situations. 

WEEK 2 - 4TH - 8TH FEB
Nichols

Karl -For beginning to overcome his 
shyness to go into the breakfast club. 

Lister
Isabel - For always being a kind friend 
and helpful to your teachers. 

Zorn
Luke - For focusing well on his work. 

Hamilton
Kaydon - For excellent art skills. His 
drawing are always fantastic. 

Gallagher
Kieran - For taking part in dodgeball 
at lunchtime and every morning - well 
done. 

Simmonds
Tamay - For working independently 
and trying his best in class. 

Sanchez
Louie - For outstanding work when 
completing his advertisement about 
fashion design. 

Fox
Leo - For continung to go the extra 
mile in all lessons. We are so pleased 
with all your hard work. 

Brannigan
Maddie - Good behaviour and effort 
in class. She also overcome her fears 
in class assembly. 



NEW YEAR - NEW 
HAIRCUT!

FEELING GOOD AS GOLD!

In Gold Class we have been 
discussing how we should present 
ourselves; this includes the way we 
dress, the way we speak, and the way 
we conduct ourselves...what better 
way to present ourselves than by 
getting a new haircut!

I’m Mr Dunnage and I have been a 
trained barber for a couple of years 
and students have always asked me 
what I like most about it. To me, a 
new haircut makes you feel great 
and adds a spring to your step. Gold 
Class and I had started to discuss 
the future and some of the class 
wanted to look more mature. That 
was it- I had an idea in mind and it 
involved hair! Harry and Jony were 
both excited and volunteered for 
new haircuts. This gave them an 
opportunity to decide and research 
independently what haircut they 
liked and we used role-play to 
develop going to a barber shop, 
introducing yourself and being 
specific about what you want.

Both Jony and Harry knew the 
looks they were after. After some 
consultation both walked out of 
the classroom with haircuts inspired 
by the styles they liked. Having a 
new haircut means a dedication to 
keeping that fresh style, this means 
using products on a regular basis. 
This is all part of the West Lea ethos 
of preparing for the future and 
preparing for the future and the 
workplace.

A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL

Patrick Robinson - Head of 
School 

The Learning for Life Centre

Hello Everyone,

It is always a pleasure to talk’s 
about West Lea, especially when it 
about our students being out and 
about in the community.

As I write there are exactly 18 
students in class (Yr 10 Lanthaler 
and Phelps class). Where are the 
other 57 I hear you ask? Well...

Gold, DuToit and Wright Classes 
are at College with most of these 
students traveling to and from 
College independently. This 
afternoon they are either in the 
gym, playing cricket or having a go 
at Martial Arts.

Enfield Class are in Walthamstow 
at the ‘Extreme Zone’ multi-activity 
centre (as part of their ‘Healthy 
Lifestyles’ module.)

The Year 11 Lanthaler students 
are on their day’s work placement 
including at ‘West Lea on 
the Green’ charity shop and 
‘Breaktime’ cafe.

I would like to thank everyone 
for being ‘on board’ with this 
approach to learning. It’s hard work 
for everyone (staff, students and 
parents/carers) but what better way 
of ‘Learning for Life’ than active 
learning in the community.

Best wishes

Patrick Robinson

TRIP INTO TOWN!
THEATRE AND MUSEUM FUN!

On Wednesday, 23rd January 2019, 
Dutoit and Lanthaler Class were given the 
amazing opportunity to go and see an 
afternoon performance of ‘Wicked’ at the 
Apollo Victoria Theatre – with a morning 
visit to the Natural History Museum!

To make the most of our fun-filled day 
we had to leave Learning For Life shortly 
after 9am. We walked down to Edmonton 
Green Station and students had plenty 
of chances to use our independent travel 
skills as we caught the first of three trains 
to our destination.

At the Natural History museum we looked 
at the exhibits for human evolution, 
volcanos and dinosaurs. The robotic 
dinosaur was very life like! Soon it was time 
to head to McDonald’s for lunch. Students 
ordered for themselves and coped 
brilliantly during the very busy lunchtime 
rush.

Having been fed, we were now all set to 
head to the theatre. Immediately we were 
greeted by an impressive set and we were 
sure the show was going to be great. 
Incredible singing and dance routines 
kept us all captivated until the very end! 
Elijah said, “It was very interesting. I loved 
the dancing!” Renee commented “We 
can learn a lot from it for our own drama 
performances”

Finally it was back on the tube and train for 
the rush hour journey back to Edmonton 
Green. 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @WestLeaLearning

S O A R I N G
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@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @WestLeaLearning

Social Media Spotlight

Suited & Booted! Elijah from Dutoit 
Class made a great first impression 
at his work experience interview. 
He starts at @marksandspencer in 
March! #learningforlife #lifeskills 

@LEARNINGFORLIFE_CAMPUS FEB 14TH

@WestLea 
Learning
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WEEK 2 -4TH - 8TH FEBRUARY
Lanthaler

Ben- For improved behaviour and 
sensible choices.

Gold
Harry - For his help around class.

Wright
Selina - For good signing. 

Enfield
Rakim - For being a kind friend by 
helping others.

Dutoit
Berdan - For making his pizza 
independently.

Phelps
Y’shua - For  having a more positive 
attitude towards his work and peers.

WEEK 1 - 27TH - 31ST JANUARY
Lanthaler

Shane - For being considerate and a 
kind memeber of the class. 

Gold
Matthew - For improved behviour in 
class and college. 

Wright
Kareem - For participating more in 
cooking and trying new food. 

Enfield
Tyrel - For mature behaviour at 
college.

Dutoit
Vaarshegan - For a good report this 
week. 

Phelps
Marithe - For excellent behaviour on 
a school trip. 

WEEK 3 - 11TH - 15TH FEB
Lanthaler

Arslan - For trying so hard in English.

Gold
Aleta - For helping and supporting her 
peers on a school trip.

Wright
Isil - For being helpful and making the 
right choices.

Enfield
Don - Benis - For excellent effort in 
English.

Dutoit
Elijah - For his immaculate dress code 
for his work experience interiew. 

Phelps
Nestor - For showing resilience 
and tolerance towards other class 
members. 

LEARNING FOR LIFE 
STARS

LEARNING FOR LIFE 
STARS

CHOICES, CHOICES!

ADVICE, GUIDANCE AND 
SUPPORT!

Phelps Class have begun their new 
Scheme of Work in Drama titled 
‘CHOICES’ the new scheme of work 
explores the journey of a young boy 
named Sam, who has recently been 
struggling with his behaviour at 
school and is on the verge of being 
excluded. As the lessons develop 
Phelps Class will explore Sam and his 
friends through a journey of maturity 
and ultimately help Sam on the 
Choices he makes.

Phelps Class explored by starting off 
with a hot-seating technique where 
Ms Bhamra played the ‘student Sam!’ 
All students were encouraged to ask 
him a question and they did brilliantly! 
Some of the questions asked were 
“Do you have anyone to turn too who 
can help you at school?”, another 
student even offered to give Sam 
advice! Excellent response Phelps 
Class!

Students then went on to create three 
still-images of Sam’s behaviour and 
developed this further by bringing 
the scenes to life with dialogue and 
action. It was so good I thought I was 
watching a movie! (I didn’t have any 
popcorn though!)

In the end students were asked to 
give Sam a piece of advice in regards 
to the choices he makes…I will end 
on one from Joshua who said “I will 
tell him to never give up – keep going 
and stay positive” I couldn’t give 
better advice myself Joshua! 

Excellent work Phelps Class! 

In next week’s lesson Phelps Class will 
begin to explore Sam and his friends 
and what type of friends he has got 
and are they really the friends he 
needs?



A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL
Renee Flourentzou - Head of 
School 

Swan Campus 

Welcome back to all our families, 
hopefully everybody had a great 
half term break!

This edition is focused around 
community engagement, 
something we feel very passionate 
about here at West Lea. As always 
we have been encouraging our 
students to become active citizens 
within their local community 
which is a fundamental part of 
becoming independent. Our 
students are regularly out and 
about in the community through 
work experience, socialising at our 
‘Wanna Be Friends’ Balls, using 
local facilities as part of learning for 
life and also through the many trips 
and excursions that we organise. 

A big thank you needs to go 
out to the pupils from Joshua 
and Holmes classes as they have 
supported their local community 
by carrying out weekly collections 
and deliveries for West Lea charity 
shops as part of their enterprise 
project! We even have Interns 
joining the gym and  taking driving 
lessons which is wonderful!

Hopefully you would have all seen 
the lovely blue passports that your 
children are carrying around with 
them. Please have a look through 
and support the kids to achieve the 
independence targets inside! There 
is a whole section on community 
engagement.

That’s all for now, hope you enjoy 
this edition.

Renee Flourentzou

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @swanCampus

S O A R I N G
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SWAN CAMPUS.
VALENTINES DAY FUN!

Hartwell Class have been working 
towards a BTEC qualification (extra 
points if you know what BTEC stands 
for!). 

One of their Units is ‘Working as part 
of a group’ and the class transformed 
the coffee cart for Valentines Day.  
They worked really hard putting 
together the decorations and 
dressing the Coffee Cart and then 
sold tea, coffee and cakes to the 
public.  

This will all go as evidence towards 
their qualification as well as help 
them learn the skills required for 
employment in the future.

COMMUNITY LINK UP!
SPORTY SWAN!

Great news for the Swan Campus 
as they have linked up with local 
secondary school Enfield Grammar 
who are helping support Joshua and 
Holmes Class with their top of the 
range sports facilities including their 
brand new 4th Generation astro turf 
football pitch and their indoor sports 
hall which has been the perfect venue 
for the Swan’s basketball lessons.

This term both classes are working 
on their football skills which is pretty 
fortunate as their teacher Jake Hera-
cleous has been a coach at some of 
the top premier league clubs includ-
ing Manchester United and Arsenal. 
Jake will also be heading over to 
Enfield Grammar to offer their year 
7,8 and 9 school football teams some 
technical coaching sessions which will 
also see some staff from Grammar 
head to the Swan to help out with our 
learners.

We would like to thank both Chris 
and Graeme at Enfield Grammar for 
arranging this partnership with us 
and we hope this will continue for the 
foreseeable future. 



 “ Zach is always punctual, 
hardworking and friendly to everyone. 
He completes every task given to him 
efficiently and to a good standard. 
Whenever Zach finishes a task he 
immediately asks a member of staff on 
what to do next and shows an active 
interest in learning new skills. He has 
fantastic listening skills and picks up 
tasks very quickly. Zach works very 
accurately and ensures that whatever 
he is doing that day is done to the 
best of his ability.” Shakera Rahman 
(Duty Manager)

Well done Zachary! 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @swanCampus

INTERN OF THE WEEK!
ZACHARY THE STAR.

Zach has improved greatly in 
confidence and independence 
since he has started his internship at  
Enfield Town Library. 
Not only has he been travelling to 
his placement independently but he 
has also been starting his work tasks 
independently each day he comes in. 
With the help of his visual timetable 
he knows when to go on breaks and 
when to return from breaks back to 
work. He is very polite and easily 
approachable and has no trouble 
answering questions. 

When he first started working at his 
placement he was a bit unsure at 
times, for example if he had finished 
a task he would stand in one place 
unsure what to do but since then 
he has come in leaps and bounds 
and when finished with tasks he will 
straight away go to whomever is in 
charge and request more work to do 
all on his own initiative. 

It’s safe to say that Zach is thriving in 
his current position as library assistant 
and is doing very well with both work 
and travelling to and from work “ Zach 
is always punctual and gets on well 
with staff. I have been allowing him 
to shadow me on the library’s current 
computer system GALAXY and he 
has been picking up the skills taught 
to him easily.” George Finlay (Duty 
Manager) 

www.westleaschool.co.uk

Social Media Spotlight
Our staff attended our first @
LoveUrdoorstep business network 
meeting yesterday. 

Thanks to @SimplyMed2017 for 
hosting us (fantastic food and 
drink!).  We look forward to working 
with you all in the future!

@SWANCAMPUS     FEB 14TH
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SOMEONE SAY 
NANDICO?!
WELL DONE OMAR! 

Omar is now proudly a ‘Nandoca’ – 
that’s a fully fledged team member 
at Nando’s!  He secured his work 
placement in the Southgate branch 
of the popular eatery in November 
2018 and has now officially been 
welcomed to the Nando’s family as 
a paid employee.  

Marvin Ikoroha, Omar’s Job 
Coach says, “We are extremely 
proud of the hard work and sheer 
determination that Omar has shown 
whilst on placement.  He’s shown 
fantastic resilience when working 
under immense pressure on the 
front grill and has had a really 
positive attitude towards his work 
and his peers”  

This makes him the first intern 
from the 2018/2019 Supported 
Internship to gain paid employment 
which proves that hard work really 
does pay off!  

Well done Omar!



Chances to make a difference 
in our community
The charity’s range of services include 
providing local people the opportunity 
to get involved in the wellbeing of 
their local community by donating 
items, recycling unwanted but still 
wearable clothes, equipment and 
furniture. Simply put, by giving these 
consumables a new lease of life in 
someone else’s home rather than 
ending up in landfill – is also good for 
the environment and a WIN WIN for 
everyone!

Diane Mze, owner of Diamonds Pre-
school of Edmonton chose to donate 
all her equipment to the charity’s two 
shops. Diane selected the Learning for 
Life stores at North Mall, Edmonton 
Green and Burleigh Way, Enfield 
over other, closer charity shops in the 
area because she knew her donation 
would continue to support learning 
opportunities for children and young 
people in the local community.

HAVEN’T YOU HEARD? 

LEARNING FOR LIFE 
IS YOUR BEST BET TO 
GROW…
In a nutshell
This month we are proud to 
celebrate the Learning for Life 
Charity; a newly formed and 
growing charity that aims to provide 
‘Learning for Life’ opportunities for 
children and young people with 
learning difficulties and special 
education needs, or whom may 
have been affected by illness, 
disability or poverty.

Who are we?
The charity, initially set-up through 
a unique partnership between West 
Lea and the local community - was 
masterminded by staff, students 
and parents of the school. It 
remained an integral part of the 
West Lea family on launch but is 
now flourishing as a separate entity. 
The school and the charity continue 
to be closely linked because of 
their shared ethos; believing that to 
prosper, children and young people 
must feel valued, and as such, the 
focus is centered on what each child 
or young person can achieve and 
celebrating their successes.

What do we do?
The Learning for Life charity vision 
is a world drawn together, where 
children and young people with 
special education needs and 
disabilities (SEND) feel confident 
to play their full part and enjoy 
the best possible chances to live a 
whole and significant life.

Why do we do it?
The charity believes by creating 
opportunities for children and 
young people with SEND, they 
can make a real contribution in 
the community by being valued 
for what they can do, rather than 
disregarded because of what they 
can’t. 
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How do we do it? 
Easy – by creating 
chances…
Chances to work

The opportunity to work is an 
aspiration for most young people 
within their local community, 
but developing the mind-set 
and skills, whether they be 
interpersonal or technical isn’t 
always easy to accomplish. The 
charity retail shops in Edmonton 
Green and Enfield Town plus a 
thriving eBay store provide a safe 
and supported environment for 
young people to do just that.

The strategy clearly works too, 
and for David* it has been a great 
success! Starting off as a work-
experience student at West Lea, 
this motivated young person 
has progressed to a supported 
internship placement at a High-
Street supermarket, and still has 
time to volunteer at one of the 
charities shops at the weekend!

David says “the staff have shown 
me so many jobs; I have learnt so 
much – from sorting donations, 
to working the till. I just love 
meeting, talking to and serving 
the customers”.



Learning for Life charity shops also 
provide opportunities for local 
people to develop their skills through 
volunteering – another example of 
‘giving back to the community’. 

One of their volunteers is Sandra 
Hancock; who has progressed from 
being a customer to now working the 
shop floor. She previously enjoyed 
a career in the care sector, and her 
newly acquired retail skills increased 
confidence whilst boosting her self-
esteem. This chance has led her up 
employment pathways she had never 
previously considered.

With Spring, fast looming and some 
lovely warm sunshine on the horizon - 
why not support these young West Lea 
entrepreneurs by purchasing one of 
their Perfectly Imperfect reusable water 
bottles? These very cool designer 
bottles are available at any one of West 
Lea school’s receptions or the Learning 
for Life charity shops. Get yours today!

How can you help and get 
involved?

Donate: Spring is in the air – the 
perfect time for a jolly good clear-
out! You can donate your unwanted 
goods to the Learning for Life Charity. 
Visit our shops or give them a call, 
especially if you have items of furniture. 

Volunteer: Perhaps you’ve got spare 
time on your hands and skills we can 
use? Whether it is assisting us in our 
two shops, supporting the charity’s 
social events or even helping them in 
their office – you’re encouraged to get 
involved and contact  Julia Burns on 

020 8807 2656.

Visit our stores: Pop in and say 
hello to the team – they’ll be so 
pleased to see you!

Find us at:

West Lea in the green, Edmonton 
Shopping Centre 020 8803 1455 or

West Lea in town, opposite the market 
in Enfield Town 020 8367 8505. Call in 
and grab a bargain!

Spread the word and encourage your 
friends and family to visit our website 
or even check out their eBAY store: 
http://www.learningforlifecharity.co.uk/   

Or LIKE us on Facebook @
learning4lifecharity

Keep on watching. The Learning for 
Life charity have so many plans to grow 
but this can only be achieved through 
your continued support. Get involved 
and help them provide chances for 
young people in the community.
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Chances to make friends
Another feature of the charity’s work 
includes the successful and termly 
‘Wanna be friends’ social events run by 
West Lea’s Independent Coordinator 
Lee Bagley and her dedicated team. 
The recent Valentine’s Ball was a 
hugely enjoyable success with young 
people from across the borough 
dancing the night away!

Chances to learn
After an intensive enterprise course 
delivered by the team at Kinder 
Kitchen, who have been teaching 
in schools for over 7 years they set 
a challenge to West Lea’s aspiring 
entrepreneurs to design a re-usable 
water bottle featuring the logo 
‘Perfectly imperfect’. This wonderfully 
creative idea was developed to 
encourage fellow students and staff to 
stop buying single-use plastic bottles – 
once again, helping to save the planet.
After a Dragon’s Den style pitch and 
process, these young people secured 
funding for their innovative and newly 
designed product from the Learning 
for Life Charity to start their new 
business venture! 
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MONDAY 1ST JULY 2019
Transition week

THURSDAY 4TH JULY 2019
London Mini Youth Games

FRIDAY 5TH JULY 2019
Transition Day

THURSDAY 11TH JULY 2019
Borough Folk Dance Festival @ Forty
Hall

TUESDAY 16TH JULY 2019
Sports Day

FRIDAY 19TH JULY 2019
Last day of term

MONDAY 22ND JULY 2019
Inset Day

MONDAY 8TH APRIL - MONDAY 
22ND APRIL 2019
Easter Holiday

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 2019
Start of Summer Term

MONDAY 6TH MAY 2019
Bank Holiday

THURSDAY 6TH JUNE 2019
GCXSE Maths Edexcel - AM

TUESDAY 11TH JUNE 2019
GCXSE Maths Edexcel - AM

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE 2019
Pymmes Park Event

THURSDAY 27TH JUNE 2019
SEN Festival

TUESDAY 5TH MARCH 2019
Shrove Tuesday

WEDNESDAY 6TH MARCH 2019
World Maths Day 

THURSDAY 7TH MARCH 2019
World Book Day

THURSDAY 21ST MARCH 2019
World Poetry Day

FRIDAY 29TH MARCH 2019
Review Day 2

TUESDAY 2ND APRIL 2019
Spring Festival @ Meridian Campus

WEDNESDAY 3RD APRIL 2019
Spring Festival @ Haselbury Campus

FRIDAY 5TH APRIL 2019
End of Spring Term

WEST LEA DIARY
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