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A MESSAGE 
FROM  THE 
EXECUTIVE
HEAD-
TEACHER
Sue Tripp - Executive 
Headteacher

How to value your child.

Children go through times when 
their self-esteem hits their boots. 
They may be finding it difficult to 
keep up with school work, or a lack 
of co-ordination might mean that 
they just can’t do any sport. 

Perhaps they’re being bullied – 
even in a minor way it can dent 
their confidence – or a sibling 
might be achieving great heights, 
which makes them feel inferior.

All children need to know that they 
are valued. Valued for being who 
they are, not for what they can 
achieve. So how can you let your 
child know that you value her or 
him?

Do emphasise their good points. 
Even if they are far from being top 
of the class at school and good at 
sports, they are individuals in their 
own right and have many other 
good points. Let them know what 
those good points are!.
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Don’t compare them with others – 
they are comparing themselves all 
the time, in their own heads, they 
don’t need your help! If you have to 
compare them, do it favourably.

Do listen to what they have to say. 
If you laugh at them or make fun of 
their opinions, they are less likely to 
open up to you next time. Even if 
they want to tell you six times exactly 
how their favourite footballer scored 
the winning goal, keep listening! And 
if they come to you with a problem, 
however minor it appears to you, sit 
down and take them seriously.

Don’t criticise more than you praise. 
Children are built up by praise and 
will go on doing what they are 
praised for – to get more recogni-
tion! If they are criticised all the time, 
they are more likely to go on doing 
what they are criticised for. At least 
that way they get attention.

Do spend quality time with them, 
individually. This is particularly im-
portant if their sibling is an achiever.  
Have a special Saturday morning 
breakfast in a café, or go to see a 
film – just the two of you. It doesn’t 
have to be huge to build up your 
relationship!

Don’t miss school review days, 
festivals or sports days, unless it is 
impossible for you to be there. If you 
have to give up something to go to 
their school, your child will notice 
that, appreciate it, and know you 
have put them first.

All children need to know that they 
are valued. Valued for being who 
they are, not for what they can 
achieve.

Attempt to do these things, and your 
child will feel better about them-
selves. Their self-esteem will rise up 
out of their boots and they’ll be able 
to walk around with their head held 
high!

Sue Tripp
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PLEASE NOTE - PARENTS/CARERS, 
EARLY CLOSURE – 5TH APRIL 2019

THE LAST DAY OF TERM WILL BE FRIDAY 5TH APRIL.  SCHOOL WILL 
CLOSE AT 12.30PM ON THAT DATE.  

THOSE PUPILS COMING HOME ON BOROUGH TRANSPORT WILL BE 
COLLECTED AT 12.30PM AND BROUGHT HOME, AND IF YOU COL-
LECT YOUR CHILD YOURSELF, YOU WILL NEED TO DO SO AT 12.30PM. 

SCHOOL. 

WE RETURN TO SCHOOL ON TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 2019.

MINDFULNESS ACTIVITY 
OF THE MONTH!
BREATHING HANDS.

• Spread one hand out like a star.
• Use the index finger on your other
  hand to trace the outline of your 

star hand.
• Take a deep breath in as you move 

to the top of your thumb.
• Breathe out as you move down
    between your thumb and first finger.
• Take another breath in as you move 

to the top of your first finger.
• Breathe out as you move down 

between your first and second 
finger.

• Repeat until you have taken five 
slow, deep breaths.



WORLD BOOK DAY!

WONDERLAND FUN!

Children and staff at Meridian Campus 
have had a fabulous month celebrating 
World Book Day.   On World Book 
Day itself, we held a dress-up day 
where everyone was dressed in either 
pyjamas or Alice in Wonderland 
themed costumes.  

Children and staff brought in their 
favourite books, and various activities 
took place in class such as ‘show and 
tell’ and sensory stories. Some of 
the older children travelled around 
school independently completing a 
questionnaire about favourite books.  

Later in the month, we  enjoyed 
a theatre production of ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’.  The white rabbit was a 
particular favourite character.  Classes 
continued with this theme for the rest 
of the week making sandwiches for 
a tea party, writing key words from 
the story, and creating reviews of the 
production. We are already looking 
forward to World Book Day next year.

A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL

Vicky Paver - 
Head of School 
Meridian Campus

It’s nearly the holidays. This term 
has gone really quickly. Next term 
we have a very exciting visit to 
Tolmers planned. 

For many of the children, this will 
be the first time they have been 
away from their parents overnight. 
A scary yet exciting prospect 
for parents…and the children. 
Tolmers presents the children 
with the perfect opportunity to 
develop their independence skills 
as well as communication and 
social skills. 

Educational visits of any sort 
enrich children’s lives, more so 
when they get to spend time away 
with their friends. On another note 
along with Easter comes brighter 
evenings, times when children can 
enjoy playing in the park. 

There are many parks around the 
borough, and I would encourage 
you to explore them with your 
children. What better way to 
ensure a good night’s sleep for 
everyone.

Vicky Paver

WORLD KITCHEN
CHEFS IN THE MAKING.

This half term, classes are learning about 
‘World Kitchen.’  Learning  has included 
exploring dishes from other countries, 
finding out about healthy eating, looking 
after our teeth, and performing dances 
from around the world.  

We have continued to develop 
our cooking skills by shopping for 
ingredients and then following a recipe. 
Comments from the children about this 
topic include ‘making spring rolls was 
the best!’ and ‘I want to be a chef when 
I grow up’.

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @Meridian_Campuswww.westleaschool.co.uk
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Social Media Spotlight

 @Meridian_Campus

#RedNoseDay2019

@MERIDIAN_CAMPUS MAR 15

WEEK 1 - 25TH FEB - 1ST MARCH

Silva Class 
Marvin - For doing really good 
walking to the local park and pointing 
to a zebra crossing. 

Victor Class 
Charlie - For excellent work naming 
shapes and counting their sides. 

Murray Class 
Jaden - For having a fabulous week! 
Giving his best in every lesson. 

Knight Class 
 Sagal - For always following class 
rules. 

Peacock Class 
Adam - For being sensible at the 
shop. 

Fairchild Class 
Chinelo - For excellent work in 
Fairchild this week. 

WEEK 2 - 4TH MARCH - 8TH 
MARCH 

Silva Class 
Hasan - For taking part in phonics by 
copying an adult’s sign and actions. 

Victor Class 
Michael - For great progress with and 
answering questions on stories. 

Murray Class 
Raihan - for becoming very 
independent during the morning 
routine, toilet and snack time. 

Knight Class 
Beren - For always trying very hard. 

Peacock Class 
Marlene - For helping her friends. 

Fairchild Class 
Simran - For excellent learning in 
Fairchild Class. 

WEEK 3 - 11TH - 15TH MARCH

Silva Class 
Jaycen - For eating independently at 
lunchtime.

Victor Class 
Maja - For working hard in all her 
subjects. 

Murray Class 
Raihan - For sitting in the swimming 
pool.

Knight Class 
Mahjabeen - For always staying 
focused in class. 

Peacock Class
 Liam - For being calm and having 
more friendships in class. 

Fairchild Class 
Alfie L - For excellent learning this 
week in Fairchild Class. 

WEEK 4 - 18TH MARCH - 22ND 
MARCH

Silva Class 
Oliver - For inviting his friends in class 
to join in with role play during topic. 

Victor Class 
Qali - For improved listening and 
responding to questions. 

Murray Class 
Asya - For being kind to the therapists 
and wearing her leg support. 

Knight Class
Jayden - For improving his behaviour. 

Peacock Class 
Jedial - For being kind to his friends. 

Fairchild Class 
Antoni - For excellent work in Maths 
this week. 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @Meridian_Campuswww.westleaschool.co.uk
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MERIDIAN STARSPUPIL VOICE.
TALKING MATS TALKING STUDENTS!

We are always keen to gather the 
views and opinions of our children. 
For many children, they can find it 
challenging to organise and share their 
thoughts. 

One way of supporting this is through 
the use of ‘talking mats’, which a 
member of staff is now trained in 
using.  This approach uses pictures 
which the pupil then sorts into various 
groups depending on the topic being 
discussed.  

Some children have already used 
‘talking mats’ to share their views 
about school, which has been very 
insightful.  We are trialling the use of 
these to support  the ‘all about me’ 
section for some of the EHCPs, so you 
may notice these being used during 
your child’s annual review.   

You can find out more about ‘talking 
mats’ via www.talkingmats.com.



HASELBURY 
CAMPUS OPENING!

AN OPENING TO REMEMBER.

A modern, breathtaking 
development to inspire secondary 
aged children opened its doors 
with a glitzy grand opening on 
Friday 28th February 2019. Cutting 
the ribbon was Enfield Councillor 
Saray Karakus; a dedicated 
Cabinet Member for Education, 
Children’s Services and Protection. 

In true celebration style and in the 
spirit of the culture here at West 
Lea, our celebrations included a 
wonderful performance by our 
secondary students performing 
their piece followed by a delicious 
spread and refreshments prepared 
by our one and only kitchen 
cook Honey and coffee morning 
parents, alongside entertainment 
by Martyn the pianist from  the 
“Fourhill Music”.  Thank you all 
so much for your dedication and 
effort to help.

Working in alliance with the 
London Borough of Enfield, 
West Lea has developed a key 
expansion plan to meet the 
demands of the Local Authority 
and community regarding places 
for SEND* students with complex 
needs. 

A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL
Ruchi Datta - Head of School 
Haselbury Campus

A very happy holidays to all our 
staff, students and families!

Thank you to all our parents and 
carers for their support this term 
- we loved seeing you all at our 
grand opening to celebrate the 
new building earlier this term and 
know that you felt as proud as 
we did watching the wonderful 
performance from our students 
about what they want to be when 
they are older.

This month has seen lots of exciting 
trips out for all our students, as 
well as in-school fun celebrating 
events such as World Book Day 
and Red Nose Day. Our pupils 
have competed in a range of 
competitions this month, including 
Panathlon, Boccia and Rowing 
competitions, where they have 
really excelled and performed 
brilliantly! We are very proud of 
their performance and wish them 
luck for the next stage of the 
competitions.

We are also extremely proud 
as a whole school to have been 
awarded the Wellbeing Award for 
Schools this month and are looking 
forward to continuing the work 
we all do together to support one 
another’s wellbeing and hope to 
enhance it even further through 
more partnerships with local 
organisations.

Wishing our families a restful, well 
deserved Easter break and we look 
forward to seeing all our students 
back on Tuesday 23rd April 2019.

Ruchi Datta

 This cohesive expansion includes 
the organic growth of Haselbury 
Campus. 

The new build has been designed 
to provide more oppurtunities to 
more Enfield children, focusing 
on cultivating happy students 
with appealing, inclusive and 
personalised learning opportunities 
that focus on communication, 
independence and learning for life 
skills. This foundation will give them 
the confidence and knowledge 
to take steps towards adulthood, 
where we hope they will be ready 
for securing employment and 
having healthy relationships. 

We look forward to growing and 
being able to give our students the 
potential to reach their hopes and 
dreams. 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @HaselburyCampuswww.westleaschool.co.uk4
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Social Media Spotlight
A few more fantastic costumes for 
#WorldBookDay2019. Thank you to everyone who 
took part, we had a lot of fun and we hope that 
students use their tokens at home to buy themselves 
new reading material. #WBD19 #ShareAStory 
#specialschool
@HASELBURYCAMPUS MAR 7

WORLD BOOK WEEK.
CHARACTERS TAKE OVER 
CAMPUS!

Children and staff at Haselbury 
Campus have had a fabulous 
month celebrating World Book 
Day.   On World Book Day itself, 
we held a dress up day where 
everyone was dressed in their 
favourite character costumes from 
Harry Potter, to Dalmatians and 
even The Avengers. Not only did 
our students take this seriously, so 
did our staff!

Children and staff brought in 
their favourite books and various 
activities took place in class such 
as ‘show and tell’ and some of 
the students travelled around 
school independently completing 
a questionnaire about favourite 
books. 

What a fun filled book day we had!

WEEK 3 - 11TH - 15TH MARCH
Nichols

Ben - For becoming more independent at 
meal times and making fantastic progress 
in using his words. 

Lister
Kayden - For always trying his best at 
school in lessons and being independent 
and trying really hard with his 
communication. 

Zorn
David - For working very hard in all 
lessons. 

Hamilton
Anil - For his amazing alliteration writing. 

Gallagher

Erik - For trying to turn his behaviour 
around - keep it up!

Simmonds

Haala - For reading so well in class and 
doing so well in Maths. 

Sanchez

Princess - For always listening to the 
teachers, putting her hand up before 
speaking and staying away from trouble. 

Fox

Stephen - For managing his own 
behaviour really well and giving things a 
go. 

Brannigan

Haseeb - Fantastic improvment and effort 
in reading. He also always displays great 
behviour. 

WEEK 4 - 18TH - 22ND MARCH
Nichols

Aaliyah - For becoming more independent 
on local trips.

Lister
Hasan - For trying really hard with his 
Maths and putting in lots of effort. Well 
done! 

Zorn
Carmine - For working very hard in all his 
Maths lessons. 

Hamilton
Issac - For working really hard in Maths 
and English this week. 

Gallagher

Aaliyah - For having a very mature 
conversation during PSHE lesson. 

Simmonds

Serodie - For doing really well in English 
and Maths. 

Sanchez

George - For fully completing his Maths 
class work and always being at the top of 
the behaviour chart - superstar!

Fox

Stephen - For excellent powers of 
persuasion in our English conjunction and 
correctives hoop game. 

Brannigan

Alex - For much improved behaviour, 
attitude and listening skills. 

WEEK 1 - 25TH - 1ST MARCH
Nichols

Nelly - For always making positive choices 
and helping her friends. 

Lister
Melek - For being a kind friend and always 
including your friends in your play. 

Zorn
 David - For positive attitude towards his 
work.

Hamilton
Kwaku - For walking with the class to 
Edmonton Green. Completing all the tasks 
with a smile on his face. 

Gallagher

Aaliyah - For being a star at dodgeball 
every day. 

Simmonds

Jayne- For always producing beautiful 
work in art. 

Sanchez

Ashley - For settling in well and for 
engaging in class discussions. 

Fox

Haydan - For starting his first week 
superbly. Working extremely hard and 
trying his best. 

Brannigan

Rebecca - For overcoming a difficult 
situation and perfect behaviour. 

WEEK 2 - 4TH - 8TH MARCH
Nichols

Tuncay - For demonstrating and modelling 
sensible road safety to his class mates.

Lister
Melek - For showing great effort and 
determination in all aspects of learning. 

Zorn
Luke -For an excellent week, focusing on 
his work. 

Hamilton
Evie - For being a good friend, 
encouraging others to join in with 
activities.

Gallagher

Jack - For using his self help strategies to 
deal with his behaviour. 

Simmonds

Lucas - For having a really good week and 
improving his behaviour. 

Sanchez

Freddie - For always completing his work 
and actively contributing towards class.

Fox

Sammi-Jo - For working extraordinarily 
hard in Maths this week. Well done! 

Brannigan

Amber - For much improved attendance, 
good behaviour and high quality work. 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @HaselburyCampus
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ENFIELD CLASS 
QUIZ NIGHT.
FUNDRAISER FUN!
On the evening of Saturday 2nd March, 
Quiz night fever gripped Haselbury 
Campus, as a fundraiser was held in aid 
of Enfield Class’ residential trip to the 
South Coast in the Summer term. 

Mind games were played amongst the 
staff in the build up to this event. Quiz 
night commenced, 10 teams battled 
through 7 rounds to be crowned West 
Lea Quiz Champions. Rounds included 
History, Around the World, Music, 
Sports, Film and TV, Picture Round and 
finally the Table Round which was not 
popular amongst the quizzers.

It was a competitive contest throughout 
and the scores were close. Only 2 
points separated 1st from 2nd which 
was won by the team known as The 
Aardvarks which consisted of Mr 
Robinson and Mr Hepworth with their 
families and friends. Alongside the 
quiz, there was a raffle consisting of 
prizes such as tickets to Saracens vs 
Harlequins at the Olympic Stadium in 
Stratford, 4 x Hollywood Bowl tickets. 

It was a fantastic evening throughout 
with lots of laughs and heckles. We 
have managed to raise an astonishing 
£840 which is fantastic. 

This will ensure that their trip will be an 
amazing experience and a good send 
off as all students will move onto bigger 
better things come September. 

We would like to make a special thanks 
to Saracens, ASDA, Hollywood Bowl 
for their generosity in donating raffle 
prizes, Andrew’s Fish Bar catering for 
us with their lovely supper. A special 
thanks to Natalie Key for selling and 
organising raffle prizes on the night. 

A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL

Patrick Robinson - Head of 
School 
The Learning for Life Centre

Hello everyone

‘The key to life is accepting 
challenges’  - Bette Davies

We all face challenges in our lives. 
Some are regular and you could say 
‘everyday’ such as getting up and 
out to school (and work!) on time; 
and some are more of a ... well ... 
challenge. Here is an example.

Next month I am running the London 
Marathon, all 26.211 miles. On the 
plus side the course is very flat, 
there are lots of stewards handing 
out water along the course and 
thousands of people cheering you 
on. However, it is is 26.211 miles 
long!

To complete it will be a challenge 
and if I do it will a great, a sense of 
achievement and satisfaction that all 
the hard work put  into training has 
been worth it.

In assemblies we  have been talking 
about the challenges faced by 
students in Key Stage 4 and 5. 
Applying to college, taking exams, 
completing a successful work 
placement, travelling independently 
and being responsible for medication 
were all seen as significant, as things 
which required practice, effort and 
confidence. What was inspiring was 
that everyone was ‘up for’ their 
challenge and could articulate how it 
will empower and motivate them as 
they move into adulthood.

Myself and Mr Gibson (Enfield Class 
Teacher) will be running for charity, 
‘Enfield Community Partnership’ 
(myself)  and ‘Learning for Life’ (Mr 
Gibson). Please keep a look out 
for events and opportunities to 
contribute if you are able to.

Patrick Robinson

OZ YOGI YOGA!
FOCUS AND CHALLENGE..

As part of encouraging independence; 
Phelps  have started to participate in 
weekly Yoga sessions. These sessions are 
led by Mr Oz and focus on 20 minutes of 
gentle stretching followed by core muscle 
exercises over calm and soft music, which 
all the class seem to enjoy!

As an additional part of the OZ YOGI 
session; students also participate in a 
mindful meditation session; focusing our 
minds to a sense of calm and to be ready 
for any challenges the day ahead may 
bring.

Mr Oz commented that he has been 
so impressed with Phelps  as Yoga 
can be embarrassing but Phelps  have 
participated with maturity and many of the 
students want to incorporate Yoga into 
their lifestyle.

Y’shua commented that he finds it very 
relaxing and it has helped him become 
calmer! I definitely feel a stretch in my legs 
after and it has made me feel more active 
and I really want to continue learning 
new moves- Thank you Mr Oz- the YOGI 
MASTER! 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @WestLeaLearningwww.westleaschool.co.uk
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WORLD BOOK DAY.

MY FAVOURITE BOOK - by Harry. 

As it has recently been world book 
day, we would like to discuss my 
favourite book. My favourite book 
is the Diary of a Wimpy kid: Dogs 
days. The author is Jeff Kinney and 
he has written 15 books based on 
the Wimpy Kid. The collection of 
books was so good that he was 
asked to turn the Wimpy Kids 
books into movies! 

Dog Days is based on a teenager 
called Greg Heffley who is on his 
summer holidays. In the book, one 
of my favourite parts was towards 
the end of the book, where Greg 
gets to go on to funfair. The book 
will take you through Greg’s 
journey with his family and about 
how a new friendship begins. I 
found this book very funny and 
comical. It is a brilliant book to 
read on your own in a quiet place. 
I recommend you to get the book 
set because it a fantastic set of 
books to read on your own or with 
your friends.

Social Media Spotlight

Lanthaler class wishing Anthony 
a lovely 16th birthday!

@LEARNINGFORLIFE_CAMPUS FEB 15

WEEK 2 - 4TH - 8TH MARCH
Lanthaler

Mohamed -For great effort in making 
the right choices. 

Gold
Aleta - For mature attitude during her 
exam. 

Wright
Dylan - For doing amazingly at work 
experience and cooking. 

Enfield
James - For great start to work 
experience. 

Dutoit
Lenny - For getting top marks in his 
behaviour book. 

Phelps
Joshua - For making efforts to 
improve his attendance. 

WEEK 1 - 25TH FEB - 1ST MARCH
Lanthaler

Bilal - For being kind and polite to 
members of his class. 

Gold
Abdou - For trying hard in his 
written English mock paper. 

Wright
Aliyah - For leading a group in 
cooking.

Enfield
Matthew - For being well presented 
for his work experience interview. 

Dutoit
Maragh - For excellent work in 
Maths. 

Phelps
Y’shua - For dealing with particular 
situations in a calm and mature 
manner. 

WEEK 3 - 11TH - 15TH MARCH
Lanthaler

Samuel - For great progress with 
independence. 

Gold
Ethan - For a mature attitude to a 
difficult situation. 

Wright
Selina - For working hard. 

Enfield
Teyla - For excellent work at college. 

Dutoit
Vaarshegan- For improved 
attendance. 

Phelps
Lony - For completing his BTEC work. 

WEEK 4 -18TH  - 22ND MARCH
Lanthaler

Shane - For a very positive and 
profressional attitude to his work 
experience placement with TFL. 

Gold
Jony - For taking  greater interest in his 
self-care.

Wright
Liberty - For having a really positive 
attitude 

Enfield
Jason - For excellent progress in 
English. 

Dutoit
Mohamed - For being an excellent 
helper and participant at the Panathlon. 

Phelps
 Jake - For working hard in all lessons 
and for suporting his peers in class. 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @WestLeaLearningwww.westleaschool.co.uk 7
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A 
MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
HEAD OF 
SCHOOL
Renee Flourentzou - Head of 
School 

Swan Campus 

Hello to all of our readers. We have 
had a hectic but fun term at the 
Swan. Joshua and Holmes’s class 
have grown in size, and our new 
pupils have settled in really well. 

We are also delighted that Hartwell 
class, who are currently at Ridge 
Avenue Library, will be moving to 
the Swan after the Easter break 
and the Interns will follow in 
September. 

This will offer fantastic 
opportunities for young people 
to socialise with peers their own 
age and create a real community 
within the Swan. We are very 
much looking forward to having 
everybody under one roof.

A few quick updates! We will be 
meeting potential Interns for next 
year’s programme very soon so 
if you know of any young people 
(aged 16-25) with an EHCP who 
are interested in getting a job, 
please put them in touch with us. 
If you are a parent/carer of a pupil 
in Joshua and Holmes we look 
forward to seeing you at progress 
review day on the 29th March 
at the Swan, we will ensure nice 
biscuits on arrival.

That’s all for now- have a 
wonderful Easter Break!

Renee Flourentzou

RACHAEL’S JOURNEY 
HAS BEGUN.
WORK EXPERIENCE OPPORTUNITIES.

Rachael Harris from Joshua Class 
has started her work experience 
placement at Eastbrook House 
Residential Home. 

She has already made a fantastic 
impression with the employers 
and the residents! Rachael will 
be supporting their care and 
daily routines including feeding, 
entertainment and generally keeping 
them company. All of these fantastic 
skills will help Rachael with her future 
work goals as she will be studying 
Health and Social Care to become a 
Care worker. 

Rachael isn’t quite sure whether she 
wants to care for elderly people, 
vulnerable adults or children, but has 
set herself relevant work targets to 
help her on this journey to getting 
paid work. 

On behalf of all of the staff at the 
Swan, we are very proud of you 
Rachael!!! 

FROM SHABBY TO CHIC!
ENTERPRISE PROJECT.

Learners from both Joshua and Holmes 
are taking part in Enterprise Projects 
via the support of Kinder Kitchen. The 
learners have been out and about in 
the community visiting local antique 
shops where they have managed to 
pick up some unused furniture to upcy-
cle and sell for a profit as part of their 
enterprise project.

Emre, Marshall and Kingsley have 
picked up an old rusty bench as well as 
a small storage cabinet for free after 
negotiating with the shop owners. So 
far they have sanded down the used 
furniture and will start to paint them in 
the next coming weeks to help bring 
them back to life.

Look out for the before and after pic-
tures in next month’s article! 

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife @swanCampuswww.westleaschool.co.uk8
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MOVING ON EVENT.
TRANSITIONING INTO 
ADULTHOOD.

Every year Enfield Council host their 
‘Moving On’ event at which there 
is a range of providers and services 
available to help young people plan 
for when they are transitioning into 
adulthood.  

This is a popular event and we really 
enjoy being part of it to promote the 
work that West Lea does.  This year 
two of our interns currently on the 
Supported Internship programme were 
able to share their experiences.  

Omar and his manager Oz pictured 
below from Nando’s were able to 
discuss his journey to becoming a paid 
employee. 

Social Media Spotlight
Happy #InternationalWomensDay to 
everyone! Here are pictures of some 
of our fantastic female students at 
work! @SohoHouse @FortunaTweets 
@McMullens1827 @EnfieldCouncil 
#SupportedEmployment 
#SupportedInternship 
#InternationalWomansDay

@SWANCAMPUS     MAR 8TH

Eleanor and her mum Claire pictured 
above talked about her placement in 
a local school and her becoming an 
independent traveller. 

Both Eleanor and Omar have made 
a huge amount of progress during 
their time on the programme and 
sharing their experiences with visitors 
at this event made for some thought 
provoking and emotional presentations!  
Well done both for flying the flag for 
the Supported Internship programme.
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JOE BOOTH.
INTERN EXTRAORDINAIRE.
Budding actor Joe started his work 
placement at the Dugdale Centre as 
a General Assistant in January.  

His duties vary including setting 
up for conferences, ensuring the 
room is ready and making the right 
amount of tea and coffee urns to 
keep visitors well hydrated.  

He excelled at this and soon 
became known as the ‘Barista’! He’s 
also quickly learning how to use an 
IT system to book/cancel and add-
on resources for conferences being 
held at the centre. 

He can now book theatre tickets 
and sell them on-line as well as in 
person. 

Joe has continued to learn at a 
rapid rate and has really shown his 
worth in his job role which is why 
he’s earned both Intern of the Week 
as well as Intern of the Month!  

Well done Joe – you should be 
very proud of the progress you are 
making.

@Swan 
Campus



At this time Mary and Jo were 
joined by John Bull who ran the 
Cheviots Children’s Centre in 
Enfield. John had been trying to 
find activities for the children in 
his centre to attend.  From the 
moment he met Mary and Jo, 
John was smitten with the idea of 
‘inclusion’. 

He became Chickenshed’s first 
Managing Director, and it was his 
pioneering work on integration that 
took Chickenshed to the next level: 
Jo, Mary and John had created 
the world’s first genuinely inclusive 
theatre company.

WHAT IS 
CHICKENSHED?

The extraordinary Chickenshed 
journey began in a church in 
Oakwood, North London in 1974. 

Two remarkable local women 
Mary Ward and Jo Collins met 
at Christ the King Church on the 
Cockfosters Road and chatted 
about one day starting a group 
for anyone who had a love of 
theatre and performing arts

Mary Ward was a primary school 
teacher and had just moved into 
Palmers Green with a young 
baby, and Jo Collins was a 
hugely successful musician and 
composer. Both shared the belief 
that by harnessing the creativity 
in everyone and anyone, together 
you could make magical theatre 
and beautiful music.  

With unwavering resolve, they 
decided to start a theatre 
company in the only place made 
available to them - a disused 
chicken shed!  The shed was given 
to them by Lady Elizabeth Byng 
who attended the same church 
and owned the Wrotham Park 
Estate in Barnet. 

Mary and Jo’s aim was to bring 
people together of all ages and 
backgrounds and create theatre 
that not only entertained but 
inspired, challenged and informed 
both their young members and 
their audiences. 

Forty-five years later this is still the 
overriding aim of the Company, 
Chickenshed grew slowly at first 
with their membership of mostly 
teenagers aged between 14 – 17 
years.

However, in their first two years, 
they produced three productions 
and a sell-out show called Alice 
that they performed at the 
Intimate Theatre in Palmers 
Green. 

By 1976 the younger brothers 
and sisters of the first members 
wanted to join, and so the first 
Children’s Theatre group was 
formed, called ‘juniors’.  The 
juniors had barely begun when 
the eponymous shed gave 
way to the hiring of church 
halls.  Fortunately, the name 
Chickenshed was retained – 
Church Hall didn’t have the same 
ring!

The company grew as more and 
more members began to join, 
and it was in the early 1980s 
that a young boy with cerebral 
palsy took part in a Chickenshed 
production. “If we’re open to 
everyone,” asked Chickenshed’s 
teenage members, “then why is 
there no-one else like him?”

Mary and Jo saw that the 
way forward for Chickenshed 
must be one of true inclusion, 
and by embracing this ethos 
wholeheartedly, the next phase 
of Chickenshed’s development 
began.
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Chickenshed went from strength to 
strength with record contracts, CDs, 
West End shows, TV spots, high-
profile trustees such as Judi Dench 
and Trevor Nunn. But more – so 
much more – was yet to come.

In the late eighties that Chickenshed 
met Lord and Lady Rayne who 
loved the work. Lady Rayne became 
the theatre’s President, and it was 
thanks to her that the company 
gained a very special patron. Diana, 
Princess of Wales, whose zest for 
Chickenshed’s message of hope 
shone through spectacularly.

Lord and Lady Rayne continued to 
work tirelessly to create a permanent 
home for the company, and it was in 
1994 that Chickenshed was able to 
move into its very own purpose build 
theatre in Southgate.

In 1997, Chickenshed recognised 
that there was a vital need to expand 
into the field of education and began 
at first to run BTEC courses, then 
to offer Foundation Degrees, and 
finally to deliver full Bachelor of Arts 
Degree courses. 

Chickenshed now has approximately 
175 full-time students, 130 Young 
Creators (hands-on vocational 
training for young people ages 14-
25yrs) and over 1000 young people 
that come through their doors each 
week. 

Our work with schools enables 
Chickenshed to reach the most 
vulnerable children and young 
people in society who are more 
likely to miss out on creative 
opportunities in their daily lives. We 
take our workshops and pop-up 
performances to nurseries, schools, 
children’s centres, community 
centres, hospitals and hospices 
and provide unique and bespoke 
activities for all children.

We are delighted to partner with 
West Lea, and together we have 
been able to explore social issues 
chosen by both the

pupils and teachers that have 
included themes like bullying, youth 
violence, migration, human rights 
and internet safety. 

We are confident in our ability to 
support diverse groups, including 
young people with learning and 
physical disabilities and we strive 
to make our workshops engaging, 
relevant, insightful, thought-
provoking, but above all fantastic 
fun!

It is through working with schools 
like West Lea that we can expand 
our reach and impact and plan 
for the future. Together we will 
inspire social change through the 
performing arts.

@WestLeaSchoolLearningForLife www.westleaschool.co.uk @westlea_school
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FRIDAY 5TH JULY 2019
Transition Day

THURSDAY 11TH JULY 2019
Borough Folk Dance Festival @ Forty
Hall

TUESDAY 16TH JULY 2019
Sports Day

FRIDAY 19TH JULY 2019
Last day of term

MONDAY 22ND JULY 2019
Inset Day

MONDAY 22ND MAY - 
24TH MAY 2019
PGL Liddington Trip - HC students

THURSDAY 6TH JUNE 2019
GCXSE Maths Edexcel - AM

TUESDAY 11TH JUNE 2019
GCXSE Maths Edexcel - AM

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE 2019
Pymmes Park Event

THURSDAY 18TH JUNE - 
21ST JUNE 2019
South Coast Trip - Enfield Class

THURSDAY 27TH JUNE 2019
SEN Festival

MONDAY 1ST JULY 2019
Transition week

THURSDAY 4TH JULY 2019
London Mini Youth Games

TUESDAY 2ND APRIL 2019
Spring Festival @ Meridian Campus

WEDNESDAY 3RD APRIL 2019
Spring Festival @ Haselbury Campus

FRIDAY 5TH APRIL 2019
End of Spring Term

MONDAY 8TH APRIL - 
MONDAY 22ND APRIL 2019
Easter Holiday

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 2019
Start of Summer Term

MONDAY 6TH MAY 2019
Bank Holiday

MONDAY 13TH MAY - 
15TH MAY 2019
Kingswood Trip - Wright Class

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY - 
17TH MAY 2019
Tolmers - Meridian students
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