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Bayanihan 2' to ensure priority of local PPE makers, DOH says 
CNN Philippines | Aug 24, 2020 12:27:35 PM 

 
Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, August 24) — Amid criticisms the Philippine government prefers 
buying imported personal protective equipment (PPE), the passage of the Bayanihan to Recover 
as One Act will guarantee that local manufacturers will be the priority for procurement, a health 
official assured. 

Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire on Monday said there is a provision under 
"Bayanihan 2" that specifically states that the government has to procure medical-grade coveralls 
and face masks from Filipino firms. 

"Because of this 'Bayanihan 2' that was approved, it specifically states there that we are going to 
have preferential for these local manufacturers when we do our procurement for this different 
logistical supplies for our response to COVID-19," she told CNN Philippines. 

Under the stimulus plan, ₱3 billion will be allocated for the procurement of PPE, face masks, and 
face shields. 

The House of Representatives is set to ratify the ₱165.5-billion stimulus plan today to assist the 
government in its COVID-19 response. The reconciled ₱165.5-billion stimulus plan from last week's 
bicameral conference was approved in the House, four days after the Senate first ratified the 
measure. Once transmitted to President Rodrigo Duterte for his approval, lawmakers said 
"Bayanihan 2" will likely be enacted into law by September. 

The current system of purchasing imported PPE is in accordance to Republic Act 9184, Vergeire 
said. She said DOH submits the required technical specifications of PPE sets to the Procurement 
Services-Department of Budget and Management, which is tasked to procure the items. 

"They cannot procure anything beyond or below or less than the technical specifications that we 
indicate. So if ever these PPEs that we have right now, these are based on the specs, which are 
technical grade and which are of quality," she said. 

The Confederation of Philippine Manufacturers of PPE on August 21 voiced "concerns" on the way 
the government secures and procures these protective gear against COVID-19. The group, 
composed of five local companies that heeded the call of the government to produce PPE for 
frontliners, said the government is still largely getting its supplies from foreign manufacturers 
instead of supporting its own. 

Link: https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/8/24/Local-PPE-face-mask-procurement-
Bayanihan-2.html 
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