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Senator Francis Pangilinan echoes local manufacturers of PPE, who say the government still 
imports PPE even if their products are guaranteed safe, and give jobs to thousands of Filipinos. 
 
Senator Francis Pangilinan is urging the government to source personal protective 
equipment from local manufacturers, after a business group questioned the continuing 
government procurement of imported PPE of uncertain quality. 
 
“We call on the Cabinet Economic Cluster to push for the purchase of local PPE and other COVID-
related medical supplies and equipment. Our country needs this government fund-independent 
stimulus to our economy,” Pangilinan said in a statement on Saturday, August 22. 
 
The opposition senator made the call following an  Inquirer report citing a group of local PPE 
manufacturers have been wondering whether the government could be importing cheaper but 
substandard PPE from China and other countries. 
 
Noting reports that medical frontliners are still contracting COVID-19, the Confederation of 
Philippine Manufacturers of PPE (CPMP) said the government would be better off procuring their 
products, which have passed international tests for medical-grade safety, the Inquirer reported. 
CPMP’s members have reoriented their garment businesses to produce PPE upon the 
government’s request, and yet it has stuck with imports that come with no guarantee of safety 
beyond “some Chinese paper certification,” the group said. 
 
“Buy Filipino-made PPE, and ensure the safety of health workers who currently use imported and 
substandard PPE. Buy Filipino-made PPE, and support the more than 7,000 workers of CPMP and 
the additional 4,000 who will gain employment from this,” Pangilinan said. 
 
Earlier in August, Pangilinan filed Senate Bill No. 1759, which would give tax exemptions to 
Filipino makers of PPE, COVID-19 test kits, and other medical supplies critical in addressing the 
pandemic. 
 
“But this wouldn’t be enough if the government’s priority is to import PPE from other countries,” 
Pangilinan said on Saturday. 
“We cannot help but again ask: Who is making money from imported and overpriced PPE?” the 
senator added. 
 
The Bayanihan to Recover as One Act, which outlines the government’s pandemic response for 
the rest of 2020, states that local manufacturers of PPE and other medical supplies should be the 
priority in government procurements. 
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The measure was ratified by the Senate on August 20, while the House of Representatives is 
expected to do so on August 24. It would then be up for President Rodrigo Duterte’s signature. 
The government itself encouraged local garment businesses to produce PPE, especially as the 
sudden onset of the pandemic forced many medical workers to walk into the frontlines unarmed 
with equipment to protect themselves. Many who fell ill and succumbed to COVID-19 in the first 
weeks were medical workers. 
 
Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque lauded the CPMP on August 14 for investing the 
equivalent of $35 million in PPE and face masks, giving jobs to at least 7,450 workers. – 
Rappler.com 
 
 
Link: https://rappler.com/nation/pangilinan-urges-government-buy-local-instead-imported-ppe 
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