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Living in Love and Faith 
The bible and same-sex relationships 

 
Session 3: Creation, Kinship and Marriage 
 
1. In the beginning 

Gen chap 1-3 in the current discussions about marriage and same sex relationships. 
 ‘Let us make a human in our image, by our likeness.’ vs 26.  
   ‘And God created the human in his image, 
       in the image of God He created them; 
       male and female He created them.’ (Gen 1.27)  
 
2. What is God’s image? 
Likeness and Idolatry Make no image of God! 

Likeness and Heterosexual Marriage.  Is male/female the image.  
Likeness as thinking and reason.  Augustine and Aquinas.  

Likeness and Divine freedom.  To be to be able to be creative.  
 

3. The not good in creation   (pt 1) 
It is not good to be alone (2.18). The human is made for relationships. The human 
has to search and choose. God is in a support role …  
The only celibacy taught in the bible is chosen not imposed. (1Cor 7) 

 
4. Marriage, Genesis and History 
‘The church has taught this for 2000 years’.  
Not quite … different understandings of marriage in bible and history  
Marriage did not become a religious institution until C12 in the West.  
The church did not own or control marriage. It blessed what others chose. 
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5. They become ‘One flesh’ 
Three movement of marriage - ‘Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother 
and clings (or cleaves) to his wife, and they become one flesh.’ (Gen 2.24). 
 

‘One flesh’ (basar) actually means ‘one kinship group’.  
‘The focus is not on sexual union but on the formation of the essential and 
foundational building blocks of human community’ (Browning 2013:34).  
 
6. The not good in creation   (pt 2) 
The search for a companion/helpmate. 
‘A companion, in the sense of companionship which is in view in this text, is 
somebody you actually want to be with and share your life with. An imposed 
companion would be no companion at all. There is no divine blueprint; there is only 
what makes glad the heart of each of us’ (Moore 2003:147).  
 
7. Marriage then and now 
Marriage in the Bible -  a vocation expressed as recognition, choice, leaving and 
clinging, kinship and a means to be part of the care and fruitfulness of creation.  
Is there any reason why it should not include those who have found delight, blessing 
life-giving and divine gift in a partner and helpmate of the same sex? 
 

Does this simply comes down to whether we believe that two people of the same sex 
can actually love each other. ‘I don’t mean desire or be attracted or enjoy good times 
together. I mean love - self-giving, care providing, bloody-minded, doggedly faithful 
love. If the answer is ‘yes’ then there is only the question of how that love can be 
supported and disciplined (or discipled)’ (Simon Taylor).  
 

Summary 
The union of husband and wife - ‘a way of life that all should honour’.  

But other ways?  
‘I believe lesbian and gay sexuality is loved and blessed by God, when it is an 
intimate and physical expression of tenderness, givenness, fidelity, care, joy, 
sharing, sacrifice, love. Sexuality is an integral part of being a human being, and a 
blessing of joy given to us; an expression of care and protection and love; a part of 
our wholeness; a part of how we can grow as people; a part of our healing. It is 
wonderful - whatever our genders’.  (Suzanne - with permission) 
 
Questions 
Does this discussion offer fresh reflection on marriage? 
Do you find a model here for extending marriage to same-sex couples? 
Do you have questions or concerns to continue to explore? 
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