
Launde Abbey Deepening Discipleship Day 
 

Living in Love and Faith 
The bible and same-sex relationships 

 
 
Session 2. ‘This is the Word of the Lord’ 
 
‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ (vs 26).  
What does the Bible text say? What is your interpretation of what the text says? 
 

Bible as ‘Covenant and Conversation’ (Jonathan Sacks) 
Where English translations use ‘obey’. The Hebrew means ‘hear, listen, attend, 
understand, respond’. “God seeks from us something other and greater than 
obedience from us. He seeks responsibility.”  
How do we read responsibly? 
 

i. What does the text actually say?  
ii. What did it mean to the original hearers and why was it important then? 
iii. In what way might the passage or insight be important today. What are we to hear 
and respond to in these words? 
 
An example.  1 Cor 7.9-10 
 

‘Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! 
Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the greedy, 
drunkards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God.’  
 

arsenokoitai & malakoi (male prostitutes, sodomites). What do they mean? 
Link to Leviticus 18.22.  
‘You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination’ (vs 22).  
Lit Hebrew: ‘With a male you shall not lie the lyings of a woman.That abomination.’ 
What does that mean? 
 ‘as with a woman’ suggests a more specific focus of concern.  
Ancient patriarchal understandings of sexual roles in terms of assertive/passive, 
possession/submission (and therefore male/female).  
But this is not a contemporary Christian understanding of human relating.  
Purity/holiness – needing to keep things separate.  
Doesn’t Jesus and the cross reverse this? 
What if we just don’t know? 
 

Back to Corinthians …. 
So what activity does the arsenokoitai describe and why is it condemned?  
Culture of the day -  to be active/dominant partner in sex (with anyone) was to be 
virile and manly – and the right of every free man. To be the passive partner was to 
be weak and effeminate.  
Arsenokoitai = dominant male bed-partner in male-male sexual intercourse. Comes 
with connotations of slavery, exploitation, idolatry and social dominance. 
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Malakoi literally means ‘soft’, ‘fine’. See Matt 11.9. Therefore condemnation of 
‘excessive, wealthy self-indulgence’. English Bibles translate as ‘effeminate’.  
Are effeminate men excluded from the Kingdom of God?  
Note overlap with Leviticus – certain expectations of male roles and behaviour.  
Reading this for today? Relationships in terms of active/passive, 
dominant/submissive?  
‘Paul is thinking of practices which do injury to others and will be recognized as such 
by his readers. That is, he does not condemn these practices as homosexual, but as 
unloving and harmful' (Moore 2003:111). 
 
As in very place where the bible appears to describe (and condemn) same-sexual 
activity – the concern is around abuse, violence, exploitative, hierarchical relating. 
 
 
Bible as a conversation  
God is constantly in conversation with his people and they with Him.  
The church in the Five Act play 
Acts 1-4 Creation, Fall, Israel and Jesus. (Tom Wright) 
The first scene of act five - New Testament church.  
The rest of act 5 is unfinished -  the continuing life of the church. 
Not verbatim repetition of that first scene. A dynamic improvisation.  
 
So there is a dynamic, on-going sacred dialogue with scripture, and between 
Scripture and believers today that is essential to informed, obedient biblical faith’ 
(Kuhn 2008:16). 
 
 
 
Discussion  
 
Do you find the idea of the bible as conversation helpful?  
How well does this discussion described your relationship with the bible? 
Are there questions or concerns?  
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