
Launde Abbey Deepening Discipleship Day 
 

Living in Love and Faith 
The bible and same-sex relationships 

 
 
Introductions 
Setting the scene 

 
Introductory discussion questions 

What are you hopes for the day? 

Do you come with concerns about the day 

 
Session 1: Living in the surprise of God  
 
Jesus and the surprising community  
Shock and expectation 
‘that my house may be filled’ (Lk 14.23).  
Like the first disciples, the church of Christ, in every time and place, will always be 
found working out the shock and surprise of God’s unfolding ways.  
Following Jesus in words and actions of Jesus - unconditional welcome, abundant 
hospitality (given and received), mercy, love touch without regard for taint and 
reputation. Scandalous, generous inclusion.  
The struggle to be that community.  
The Jewish and Gentile fault line.  
 
Bible reflection : Peter and Cornelius  Acts 10-11.18.  
 
The background 
 

The story 
 

 

The church debates 
 

Obeying or disobeying the word.  
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Key points  

1. When familiar teaching and beliefs are contradicted.  
2. Starting from the outside  

3. The church learning to follow and obey. 

4.  This is what happened.  
5.  Where is the bible?  

6. The subversive Spirit and the new community, based on radically new 

belonging and identity in Christ. ‘There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one 

in Christ Jesus.’  (Gal 3.28) 

 
The challenge of this story today.  

Subversive obedience?  

The struggle to agree 

The continuing tension - Judaisers  

 

 

Discussion Questions 

In what ways does this story excite, challenge or unsettle you? 

Can you think of times when you have been surprised and led to new ways of 
believing and thinking?  

Are there ways you think your own church needs to face the surprise of God?  
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