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BRANCHLINE DEADLINES 

Second Saturday of every month. 

The views and opinions expressed by 

contributors in this publication are not 

necessarily those of the Australian Model 

Railway Association WA Inc.  

PRESIDENT’S PIECE 

 

Hi Everyone, 

A reminder that on Saturday the 27th of November we have our 2021 Annual General Meeting followed 

by the General Meeting for 2021 and our Christmas BBQ. If you are attending the BBQ please make sure 

Martin Kalkman our current Vice President knows so we can cater for it and have enough food for those 

attending. 

Also coming up on the following Sunday, the 5th of December 2021 is our second Model Rail. It is our 

chance to open the club-rooms to the public and show off ALL our layouts working and show the public 

our great hobby. We will need some volunteers for the general work so please let Ron Romero know. You 

only need to volunteer for an hour or two. Many hands make light work so help out to show off our club. 

For those who have been attending the club-rooms you will have seen lots of work being done to improve 

one end of our meeting room. We have been assured that the work will be completed by Model Rail. 

Thanks to the cooperation from the Light Car Club next door we not only have an expanded area to use for 

Model Rail, but they have allowed us to use their toilet area for the duration of the meeting room 

improvements. 

As well as plans for Model Rail and the improvements to the club-rooms the plans are underway for the 

“2022 Model Railway Exhibition”. So if you would like to have an exhibit at the “2022 Model Railway 

Exhibition” then contact the Exhibition Coordinator, Ron Romero for an “Expression of Interest” form. 

The logistics for the next exhibition will be a little different to previous exhibitions. We are hoping it will 

be a bumper exhibition so why not help or be a part of it. 

I mentioned last Branchline that Des and Roger have been working away in the library and there is much 

to see. Well, I walked into the library the other Saturday and found it hard to find Des as he was almost 

covered in new additions to the library. So go and see what Des has and there might even be surplus to 

requirements items going for a very good price. 

I hope to see as many as possible at the Christmas BBQ, if I don’t get to see you before Christmas then 

have a happy and merry festive season. 

 

Regards, 

John Maker 

(President AMRA WA) 
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SCRIBE’S QUILL 

 

Greetings, 

This is the penultimate Branchline for 2021 and I would just like to say thank you to everyone for being 

patient whilst the Kitchen Renovation takes place.  It hasn’t been easy. I guess, however, the results will be 

worthwhile! 

It is nearly the end of 2021 and I am sure everyone is hoping that 2022 will be a better year! I know I am! 

The last two years have been a test of our inner resources but I feel sure that we shall survive and get on 

with our incredibly fascinating hobby. 

We have had an increase in visitors and some have joined.   

Unfortunately we have also lost some Members, but that is the nature of clubs. 

I am looking forward to continuing with the task of promoting the hobby and AMRA WA and interacting 

with members, new members and visitors alike as they visit our club. I have found it very satisfying in 

particular from that point of view.  

It has been rather busy around the layouts - all getting organised for Model Rail 2, which promises to be a 

fantastic day with plenty to see and do.  See photos around the Layouts from page 25. 

There will be the opportunity to buy with Xmas in mind and there will be stalls in the Light Car Club 

premises which we have been lucky enough to secure to enable us to provide the members and the public 

with a great Model Rail 2. We look forward to a great day! 

 

 

Lynn Nicholls 

Branchline Editor 

Secretary/Registrar 

Member No. 8117 

AMRA WA 

Courtesy of John Krokosz  

Lionel Trains Group 



 

4 

Editor’s Notes 

BLASTPIPE 

I received an email during the week from Ian Wood in Melbourne sending some pictures of 

Dennis Ling with his layout.  

It’s wonderful to see Dennis looking so well and enjoying his layout!  

See Ian’s email below 

Hi Lynn, 
I thought you may like these pictures of Dennis Ling. 

I was finally able to visit Dennis today (we have not been allowed in other peoples homes for 
several months) and start helping with his layout. 
He was finding soldering by feel was a bit tricky. There is plenty to do, but we hooked up 
some temporary wires and he ran his first train on some of the track. As every layout builder 
knows, there’s great excitement seeing that first train run. 
Regards, 
Ian Wood. 

Supplied by John Krokosz - Lionel Trains Group 
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NOTICES 

 

Members may be interested to follow the link below to a YouTube video “How Model Trains Are Made”. 

https://youtu.be/WoxtnAYGwrc  

 

************************************************************ 

 

FOR SALE EM ROLLING STOCK ETC. 

I am handling the sale of Ted Thoday’s Model Railway Collection on behalf of Maura, his widow. 

Ordinary 00 or 4mm items are being progressively sold in Moojebing Market but due to the quantity of 

EM gauge items I am handling these separately so as not to clog up the clubrooms. 

The majority of stock is GWR related but does include some private owner wagons as well. There are at 

least 30 coaches, 60 wagons and 6 locos. Two loco kits and 12+ wagon kits. All prices are fair and 

negotiable. An ideal way to start in EM or to add to your existing collection!!. 

Contact me on 0427047850 or yrrab230740@gmail.com. 

Barry Keens. 

Forthcoming Events to Keep an Eye On 

2021 AGM 27th November 2021 

2021 GM 27th November 2021 

Christmas Club BBQ (provided for by the club) 27th November 2021 

Model Rail 2(December) 5th December 2021 

 

https://youtu.be/WoxtnAYGwrc
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IMPORTANT! 

PLEASE READ AND NOTE THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW  

THANK YOU. 
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MONDAY 8 NOV 2000 - 2200 General Club Activities: S SCALE MEETING 

TUESDAY 9 NOV 
1000 - 1500 

1500 - 1700 

General Club  Activities: 

Large Scale Meeting 

THURSDAY 11 NOV 
1000 - 1500 

1900 

General Club Activities: 

CoM Meeting  

FRIDAY 12 NOV 1900 - 2200 General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

SATURDAY 13 NOV 1330 - 1700 General Club Activities: 

TUESDAY 16 NOV 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

THURSDAY 18 NOV 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

FRIDAY 19 NOV 1900 - 2200 General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

SATURDAY 20 NOV 1330 - 1700 General Club Activities: 

TUESDAY 23 NOV 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

THURSDAY 25 NOV 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

FRIDAY 26 NOV 1900 - 2200 
General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

S Scale Running Night  

SATURDAY 27 NOV 

1330 - 1430 -  

1430 -  

1700 -  

General Club Activities: 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING +GEN MEETING 

XMAS BBQ FESTIVITIES FOOD,DRINK SUPPLIED 

TUESDAY 30 NOV 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

THURSDAY 2 DEC 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

FRIDAY 3 DEC 1900 - 2200 General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

SATURDAY 4 DEC 1330 - 1700 General Club Activities: + SET UP MODEL RAIL 2 

SUNDAY 5 DEC 1000 - 1600 MODEL RAIL OPEN DAY 2 

MONDAY 6 DEC 2000 - 2200 FIRST MONDAY OF MONTH: Cleaning your Track. 

TUESDAY 7 DEC 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

THURSDAY 9 DEC 
1000 –1500 

1900 -  

General Club Activities: 

+ CoM Meeting 

FRIDAY 10 DEC 1900 - 2200 General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

SATURDAY 11 DEC 1330 - 1700 General Club Activities: 

MONDAY 13 DEC 1900 - 2200 General Club Activities: S SCALE MEETING 

TUESDAY 14 DEC 
1000 - 1500 

1500 - 1700 

General Club Activities: 

Large Scale Meeting 

THURSDAY 16 DEC 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

FRIDAY 17 DEC 1900 - 2200 General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

SATURDAY 18 DEC 1330 - 1700 General Club Activities: 

TUESDAY 21 DEC 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

THURSDAY 23 DEC 1000 - 1500 General Club Activities: 

FRIDAY 24 DEC 1900 - 2200 
General Club Activities: N Scale Running Night 

S Scale Running Night  

CALENDAR!! 
MEETING INFORMATION 

8th November 2021-24th December 2021 
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Large Scale Report October 2021 

Outdoor Layout – The layout has experienced some age related problems. 

The Y point for the turnout towards the fiddle yard needs to be replaced. However that requires the completion of 

the replacement frog for the original Y point which is being arranged by Grant Black and subject to his work 

schedule. Grant hasn’t been well, as well as being busy in recent times. In addition, about 750mm of track needs to 

be relayed as well as some reinforcement of the track base to level it. This work still to be done. 

The drum used to support the turntable at end of the fiddle yards has failed. Lid corroded and a replacement lid made 

from marine plywood will be sourced and turntable modified to suit using the recovered pivot. The cost should be 

less than $50, and maintenance funds are intended to be used. 

Indoor layout – Works program was approved at the May meeting and a budget of $500 allocated. Funds have been 

fully expended. 

Most of the major works has now been completed. A small change in plans results in no additional space required to 

fit the points between the steam and electric tracks. The final works of providing the crossover between the steam 

track and centre electric track has occurred. Work will be curtailed until the December Model Rail after which it will 

be completed. 

Planning has commenced on making the electric storage yard boards easier to handle. More details in future reports. 

The work to add a right hand turnout to the bridge has been completed. 

An electrical issue has been discovered, which requires a safe working arrangement. Items are in hand to make the 

indicators which show safe/unsafe working. These will be installed shortly. 

Other Matters: 

CBH Layout: 

The CBH layout ran well at Royal Show.  

There is a need to improve some of the electrical items and simplify controls or CCTV; and 

need to discuss with CBH the future of the layout and their display. 

Rubbish Removal: 

The lack of a red lid for one of the bins is causing some confusion, especially for me, as I don’t know which to put 

out on Tuesday’s so put all of them out. 

*************************** 

VALENTINE REPORT 

21 October 2021 

1. Layout running well. 

2. Yard signals working efficiently at both ends of main yards, at Harris mine and at Industrial Park. Installation 

 of Valentine Yard signals in progress, signals and turnouts being on adjacent modules necessitates module to 

 module connection.  

 Purchases required to complete this project: 

 Vero board for control unit construction;  

 12 way terminal plug/socket for new module to module connector; and  

 Packet 4G x 100mm self tapping screws for this and ongoing projects.  

3. Photos of trains on Valentine requested by Branchline Editor is underway. Brendan and I have taken ours; 

 some of James’s and Garry’s were done on Saturday 16 - more to follow; anyone else welcome. 

4. Valentine, Industrial Park and mine yards will need Kadee uncouplers (i.e. four new uncouplers). Currently 

 we have two. Two per yard needed; one to detach loco enabling its escape, one at other end of yard to shunt). 

5. Layout supervisor’s attendance may become infrequent due to family health concerns. Committee may wish 

 to appoint a new or acting layout supervisor. 

 Requests of Committee 

1. Vero board  (Altronics)       $3.85 

2. Terminal Block  (Altronics)      $4.82 

3. Self Tapping screws Pkt of 200 (Garry P to purchase)               $10.00   

4. Kadee #321 and #308 uncouplers (Maylands Model Trains)       $25.00  ( I pkt each or 2 of #321s) 

 

Alan Burrough 

Valentine Supervisor 
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Train Layout: Large Scale Group Transactions 
Australian Model Railway Association WA Inc 

For the period 1 March 2021 to 30 September 2021 

     
Date Source Description Reference Debit 

     
Train Layout: Large Scale Group 

01 Mar 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - rail joiners, 
rail clamp 

refund 42.50 

20 May 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - Levelling 
Foot, pine, threaded insert  

refund 57.00 

11 Jun 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - rivets, 
screws, levelling foot, 
threaded insert, drill bit 

refund  81.97 

27 Jun 2021 Spend Money John Gartner - folding legs refund LSG 120.36 

27 Jun 2021 Spend Money John Gartner - rivets & Pine refund LSG 39.60 

27 Jun 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - screws, steel 
& level foot 

refund LSG 25.78 

27 Jun 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - lead se croc 
jumpers 

refund LSG 10.50 

02 Aug 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - materials 
from bunnings 

refund 73.60 

02 Aug 2021 Spend Money 
John Gartner - levelling foot 
and threaded insert 

refund 96.30 

Total Train Layout: Large Scale Group     547.61 

     
Total       547.61 
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AMRA WA Programme of Events 

Where we meet and when 

All meetings, unless otherwise stated, are held in the Clubrooms at 

24 Moojebing Street, BAYSWATER (opposite Paddington Street). 

Tuesday and Thursday Meeting: From 1000 to 1500 

Friday Evening Meeting: From 1900 to 2200 

Afternoon Session on Saturday: From 1330 to 1700 

The Clubrooms are CLOSED on Good Friday, Christmas Day and over the period of 

the Annual Model Railway Exhibition on the June Long Weekend. 

The Management Committee may decide on other closures and openings as warranted by circumstances. 

The entry fee for members on every attendance at the Clubrooms is $2 which goes towards the general 

operating expenses of the facilities. Payment by gold coin is requested. 

Members and invited guests are welcome to a free hot drink at meetings. 

Cold drinks are available at a modest price. 

PLEASE NOTE 

IN THE PLANNING STAGE! 

MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 2022 

 

MODEL RAIL VERSION TWO  

SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER 2021 

IN THE MEANTIME THIS EVENT IS WELL UNDERWAY 

SOME NEW LAYOUTS AND STALLS  

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

DRINKS AVAILABLE  
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Railway Electrics 20 DCC++ EX Model Railroading for $72.00 or $114.00 

Inc. PSU 

So you want to get into DCC model railroading? But the cost of buying a DCC controller or Cab can be 

the first hurdle that you will after overcome. There is no doubt that DCC control over your locomotives is 

far more expensive than DC control, but whereas with DC you have to have multiple isolation sections to 

run more than one locomotive with DCC you can have up to 125 Locomotives (Dependant on the 

Controller) on the same track plus the added bonus of controllable lights and sound. 

So what DCC controllers are available on the market at reasonable prices in Australia? Maybe the cheapest 

is the Hornby R8213 DCC at $269.95 plus postage but in my opinion this unit is not fully compatible with 

all decoders and I should know because I owned one of these units in the deep dark past of my first 

introduction to Digital Command Control. 

And then there is the Bachmann EZ Command at $290.00 plus postage. But yet again this unit is only able 

to run nine locomotives and they must be labelled 1-9 so if you have 10 or so locomotives you will have to 

keep reprogramming the same locomotives to fit into its small operating window. Or maybe the NCE 

PowerCab 2A Digital System with Transformer $365.99 plus postage. But in my humble opinion the NCE 

PowerCab is probably the best starter controller for the price on the market. 

The only drawback with any of the above units is the fact that you are tied to the tracks via a cable so you 

will be limited in your movement around your layout by the length of the cable on your controller and in 

most cases this is not a problem, however if you want to get into wireless DCC control you are looking at a 

NCE Power Pro Radio Wireless 5 Amp DCC System at $1,326.00 plus postage or similar which will 

definitely blow your budget. 

So what can be done? Over the last couple of years there has been lots of articles on the internet about 

using Arduino Uno which is a micro-controller board based on the ATmega328P integrated chip. It has 14 

digital inputs/output and 6 analogue inputs, a 16 MHz ceramic crystal and a USB connection, simply 

connect it to a computer with a USB cable or power it with a DC adaptor or battery to get started.  

 "Uno" means one in Italian and was chosen to mark the release of Arduino Software (IDE) and you can 

buy this Arduino board on the internet for as little as $14.00. 

And The Arduino UNO board plus an Arduino motor shield board was the basis of a new DCC controller 

that became known as a DCC++ and this ran from a laptop computer using the JRMI software which is a 

freeware piece of code that is available from their site HTTP://www.jmri.org/ but the only problem with 

this approach was that you needed to learn the programming language and you also needed a spare laptop 

computer. 

So it was great if you are a “GEEK” and like running trains but the normal model train aficionado would 

not venture into this area. But this Member 8153 (and I use the other term Member here) did built a DC 

wireless controller last year (2020 BC Before COVID) that used my mobile phone with free software that 
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used the Bluetooth connection between my phone and an Arduino UNO and HC-06 Wireless Module. See 

Below: 

This worked like a dream but the only problem was it was just a DC wireless controller that that could 

only run one locomotive at a time without having multiple isolation sections to run more locomotives, so 

it was back to square one again. 

And with lots of time on my hands because of the extended lock down I built a DCC ++ controller using 

the JRMI software and a laptop computer (I told you I was a Member remember) and this ran multiple 

locomotives all at the same time but you were limited to the range of the USB cord on the computer but I 

enjoyed the brain exercise learning the programming code “SKETCH” that runs on the Arduino UNO. 

So Read on dear reader and on to brain exercise number two. 

Things may have stayed like that if I had not been talking to the guys on the N Gauge layout Western 

Ridge who are modifying both the track and the control system and moving over to DCC from the 

original DC system and after talking the their “GEEK” Christopher Maloney who told me about the new 

DCC site HTTP://dcc-ex.com/  and on this site where some new guys have taken over the original 

DCC++ software and completely rewrote the code or (SKETCH) and added features such as wireless 

control for both the locomotives as well as future turnout control. 

The basis of this control system is still the Arduino but this time we are using the Arduino Mega because 

it has a larger memory and far more digital input/output ports. 

The parts used in this version of the DCC++ controller are:  
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Altronics Z6241 • Funduino Mega 2560 R3 $38.00 

Deek Robot Motor shield $13.00 HTTP://www.aliexpress.com/ 

Makerfab WIFI Shield $16.00 HTTP://www.makerfabs.com/esp8266-wifi-shield.html 

DC-DC Buck Module $5.25 HTTP://www.altronics.com.au/p/z6334-dc-dc-buck-module-3-40v-input/ 

Arduino Mega and Deek Robot Shield 

Before placing the Deek Robot shield onto the Mega make sure the track pad “VIN” has been cut so that 

the shield is not supplied with power from the Mega, this is important because failing to cut this track may 

damage the Mega 

 

 

Deek Robot Shield Back      Makerfab WIFI Shield Top 
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Shown below is the Tower of power or to give its correct name the DCC++ EX the bottom board is the 

Arduino Mega, then we have the middle board which is the Deek Robot Shield and on the top we have 

theMakerfab WIFI shield and it’s this board that communicates with your phone or pad. 

Below we see the Bachmann Freightliner being driven via the DCC++ EX 

The DCC++ EX worked from my phone or my Samsung Pad with Engine Driver Software. 

Engine Driver is available for free for Android or Apple iOS at the Google Play Store. 
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One wire connects from the Mega to the Makerfab board are shown below Pin 18 TX on the Mega goes to 

Pin 1 RX on the Wi-Fi Board. 

 

The next wire that connect the Mega to the Makerfab board are shown below. Pin 19 RX on the Mega 

goes to Pin4 TX on the Wi-Fi Board 
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Now you need to connect the Mega to a 9 Volt DC Supply and up load the software that is available from 

DCC++ EX HTTP://dcc-ex.com/download/commandstation.html 

 Once everything is installed you will need to connect the Deek Motor Shield to a 12-15 Volt DC Supply 

and the “A” connections to the Track and the unit should be ready to run. 

When using the Engine Driver software you will need the IP address for the Wi-Fi and the SSID or the 

SSID (Service Set Identifier) which is the name of your wireless network, also known as Network ID. 

This is viewable to anyone with a wireless device within reachable distance of your network. It's 

recommended you set up a password so not just anybody can connect to your network. The IP address is 

192.168.4.1 with port address of 2560 and the SSID for the Makerfab Wi-Fi is “AI-THINKER_B4E960” 

but this will differ if you use a different Wi-Fi Module 

The modification I have made to my version of the DCC++ EX is that I have used a voltage regulator 

board to derive the 9 Volts DC for the Mega from the 12 Volt DC that supplies the Deek Robot Shield so 

that you only need one 12 DC supply voltage for the controller but the plug pack needs be 3 Amp or 

higher output because you are now supplying both boards. 

The regulator came from Altronics and was the Z6334 DC-DC Buck Module @ $5.25 HTTP://

www.altronics.com.au/p/z6334-dc-dc-buck-module-3-40v-input/  

 

http://www.altronics.com.au/p/z6334-dc-dc-buck-module-3-40v-input/


 

17 

Remember to set the output of the regulator to 9 Volts DC before you connect it to the Arduino Mega or 

you could fry the Arduino Mega if the voltage is set too high. 

Seen Below is the DC-DC Buck Module in Circuit and connected to the DCC++ EX 

OK so let’s put it in a case. For this I chose the Altronics H0222 ABS Light Grey Instrument Case which I 

think is stylish with a modern look. 

The only thing now is to install a USB socket into the case so it will be easier to update the Arduino sketch 

when they are released. 
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Shown below is the finished Base Station 

All that’s needed now is to plug it into a 12 volt 3 amp power supply and connect it to the track. 

Let’s go and see how the guys on the “N” Gauge are doing with their setup. 

 

Here the Guys are testing out the DCC++EX, Martin, George, Christopher and Ray and in the middle of 

the picture at the bottom we see the DCC wireless unit next to the black router. 

Here you can see that Chris is controlling the “N” gauge layout from his phone. 
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Below is a close up picture of the “N” Gauges wireless DCC unit, the difference between their unit and 

mine is that at the time of their construction they could not source the Makerfab WIFI Shield so they are 

using an external Wi-Fi module. 

 

If you want to know more about what the guys are doing with the DCC side of the layout see Chris and the 

guys on the “N” Gauge and if you need any information about what I have modified on my version of the 

DCC++EX see me at the club or contact me via smartbyt@iinet.net.au and I will be only too glad to help 

you out. 

IF you don’t want to put it in a case or you already have a 12 Volt DC power supply then you can deduct 

$42.00 dollars of the total build cost making it $72.00. 

Parts Required: 

Altronics Z6241 • Funduino Mega 2560 R3 @ $38.00; 

Deek Robot Motor shield $13.00 HTTP://www.aliexpress.com/; 

Makerfab WIFI Shield @ $16.00 HTTP://www.makerfabs.com/esp8266-wifi-shield.html; 

Altronics Z6334 DC-DC Buck Module 3-40V in / 1.5-35V Out @ $5.00; 

Altronics M8937D 12V DC 3A Appliance Power Supply Adaptor @ $24.00; and 

Altronics H0222 ABS Light Grey Instrument Case @ $18.00. 

Total Build Cost $114.00 including power supply.  

Bill Pickering Member 8153 26/08/2021 

Stop Press!  

I have not forgotten you guys with DC only Railways, in the next Branchline I hope to have Railway 

Electrics 21 Bluetooth Wireless controller V1.2 finished which will give you similar features has the above 

DCC unit, where you can also control your locomotive via your Pad or Smart Phone and it will be a lot 

cheaper than the DCC++EX.  

mailto:smartbyt@iinet.net.au
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N Scale Special Interest Group – November 2021 Update 

Well, Quiet month for the N Scale SIG, with minor rectification works being undertaken to improve our 

running and reliability. George and Ray have modified the approach tracks to some of the crossovers and 
double slips to prevent some of our larger wheelbase locomotives from derailing, which was occurring at 

random and became a source of frustration! The work involved increasing the transitional radius. 

 WAGR X1003 “Ditu-Wonga” hauling an Eastbound AHRS Special with Australind Coaches 

Steve Rayner also brought along his latest acquisition, a WestOzNModels WAGR X Class and Australind 

Coaches, all 3D Printed by John Rumming. After some tuning, the X Class and coaches appear to perform 
as he expects and does look good in the Larch Green and Cream colour scheme, to provide some contrast 
to Chris’ All over Larch Green and Wheat Roof Australind and WAGR Coaches. 

Steve has advised the SIG that he will order an XB Class from John to add to his growing WAGR 
Collection in N Scale. 

Union Pacific M-10000 

Ray meanwhile has been on a decoder fitting activity at present and has resulted in him becoming 
acquainted with the techniques needed to speed match DCC locomotives for consistent operations. George 
has been in when he hasn’t been away with his employment and has displayed his ConCor Union Pacific 

M-10000 which he has fitted with ESU Loksound 5 and really sounds the part, and looks great running. 

DRGW SD9 5307 seen hauling a short manifest over Dunwoodie Creek Bridge 
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The team has started to prepare for Model Rail 2 in December, with maintenance started on Durham Town 
and testing of Locomotives and Rollingstock to go with the U Drive. George has cleaned and innoxed the 

mainlines to improve the running and reliability and Chris, Ray and Martin have cleaned and tested the 
British Railways outline rollingstock for usage at Model Rail. Meanwhile, we look forward to catching up 
with other AMRA WA Members at the Christmas BBQ on 27th November 2021 

  

 

General Electric 70 ton Switcher working hard at Western Ridge Station 

 

The N Scale Special Interest Group of AMRA WA meets each Friday of every month at 7.00 pm in the 
AMRA WA clubrooms, located at 24 Moojebing St, Bayswater. Visitors, new and old members are always 
welcome and encouraged to pop in, to learn new or even refresh old skills or to simply come and run a 

train 

CBH  

KELLERBERRIN 
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S Scale Special Interest Group           

The November 2021 meeting of the AMRA WA S scale SIG was held on the evening of the 8th of the 

month, with 28 members in attendance. At 8.05pm Graham Watson walked through the room saying 

loudly “Ding ding, ding ding” to call the meeting to order because the bell has been temporarily removed 

from the wall during the kitchen renovations. 

Apologies were received from Stuart Mackay who was taking a break in the southern reaches of the state, 

Murray Hartzer who is out of hospital, but still recovering from his recent illness, Alex Kruger who had 

work commitments, and Don Moir, who has managed to make it back to Australia, this time forever, 

apparently, but he was serving his isolation time in hotel quarantine in Adelaide, and Ray Cooper. 

Once again, Graham reminded members that Modelrail #2 will be held in on Sunday 5th December. Both 

the Swan View layout and East Guildford will be running, and Alison Kelly put her hand up to co-ordinate 

the volunteers required to run the two layouts on the day. 

AMRA WA President John Maker advised that the 2021 AGM will be held on the last Saturday in 

November, that being the 27th of the month. There will be two elections required this year, one for the 

position of Secretary/Registrar, and the other for the Committee, due to the number of nominees. The 

AGM will be followed by a General Meeting, and that will be followed by the Christmas barbeque. All 

this may need to be held in the Light Car Hall next door if our kitchen renovations are not completed by 

that date. 

 Bill Gray reported that the WA contingent of the ASnM Magazine steering group had held a meeting, 

during which quotes for the printing of the magazine were presented. These should allow the subscriptions 

next year to rise only $2, to $34, this being a result of increased postal charges. To save costs, magazines 

will be handed out to members who attend the S Scale meetings, otherwise they will be posted as normal. 

The steering group will still need to open a bank account, and Bill had had a good chat with Gary 

Schwarzrock in Brisbane in this regard. Anybody who wishes to assist is welcome. Bill emphasised that it 

is not the intention that the steering group do all the work, but rather it will act as a focal point and keep an 

eye on things. A couple of members have already offered to assist, and any other offers will be welcome. 

The group will consider a digital version of the magazine next year, once things have settled down.  

Neil Blinco reported on the progress of East Guildford, saying that the base scenery has been done, largely 

thanks to Trevor Burke, who has now turned his hand to tree construction. The ends have been made (by 

Neil), and plywood for the skyboards was on hand, courtesy of Greg Aitken. After Modelrail the layout 

will be curved through the old garage door into the layout room so that the ends can be fitted, and track 

laid. It will then be possible to set the whole thing up. The Swan View layout will probably be out of 

action from February/March due to its fiddle yard being set up on East Guildford. This will be done last, so 

Swan View will be available for as long as possible. 

A relatively short “Bring and Show” followed: 

Doug Firth opened the proceedings with an HO scale motorised ganger’s trolley which he had dropped and 

damaged. As a result, Doug rebuilt it as a freelance model of a ganger’s trolley in S scale, complete with a 

driver in uniform. Said driver shared his space on the trolley with a suitcase, a mail bag, and what looked 

like a roll of carpet. 
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Doug also mentioned the ModelU website for an English firm which produces 3D figures in various 

scales, including S scale. Some of these are of figures in Edwardian dress, handy for those with an interest 

in the early years of the railways. They look very good, but are not cheap, working out at about $11.40 per 

figure, plus postage. 

Jonathon Majer was up next, and laid out a box of bulldog clips, some plastic vials with lids, and some 

little fold up cardboard boxes, which still needed to be folded. These items were all in excess to Jonathon’s 

requirements and were made available to any member who wanted to take them. Simon Mead assembled 

one of the boxes, just to show it could be done. 

Peter Edwards showed his printed instructions for the assembly of a 3D printed AD class coach kit. He 

also showed the printed sides, floor and three different ends for the kit. The plan is that Neil Blinco will 

produce the kits from Peter’s prints. 

Trevor Burke was up next, and showed the trees he has been making for East Guildford. The first question 

he asked was “What is an S scale tree?” He showed trees made in the traditional method using florists wire 

and No More Gaps, then trees he had made employing steel wool and painted sawdust, attached with spray 

on glue. He also uses Woodland scenic material, depending on the tree he is modelling. He has discovered 

that 25amp marine communication cable is good for large trees with a big canopy. It is also good for 

shrubs which might have four or five trunks starting from ground level. 
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Graham Watson completed the segment with Malcolm Searle’s recently published book, “My Railway 

Love Affair”. Malcolm had written his autobiography, largely for his family, and Geoffrey Higham 

recognised that it could be edited into an interesting story, illustrating how the railways had changed over 

the years. Malcolm was at the forefront of many of these changes. Sadly, Malcolm passed away before the 

book was published, but Geoff completed the project. The book is available from Rail Heritage WA. 

The entertainment for the evening was a slide show (and thanks to John Maker for the use of his TV set), 

in which 100 images were shown from the collection of Mr Peter Ipkendanz of Australian Capital 

Territory. Peter lived in Western Australia between 1963 and 1973. Quite unsolicited, he gifted his 

collection to Rail Heritage, a very generous gesture, and the night’s showing was only a part of that 

collection. 

The end of the slide show brought another very successful AMRA WA S scale SIG meeting to a close, and 

tea, coffee and biscuits followed.  

 

The S Scale Special Interest Group is a very active group of AMRA modellers which normally meets on 

the second Monday of every month at 8.05pm (with doors 

open at 7.30pm) in the AMRA club-rooms in Moojebing St, Bayswater – visitors and potential new 

members are always welcome.  

 

Scenic Detail taking shape at the east end of  

East Guildford 

EAST GUILDFORD 

More pictures of 

East Guildford 

Pages 27 and 28 
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Bill Adjusting the Electrics for the 

Lighting on Medley 

Slavo painting some figures for  

Ebford Regis 

AROUND THE LAYOUTS 
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Rob Dunn working on the Scenery for 

Ebford Regis 

Rob Dunn, John Given and Martin 

Street conferring on a Scenery point 
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Bill, Trevor and Doug  

chatting whilst ballasting 

Work on  

East Guildford 

Trevor and Bill  

More Ballasting  

Backyard  

Outbuildings for 

East Guildford 
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Dd592  

Rests at the  

East Guildford Footbridge  

after fitting of blue skyboard. 

A backyard Out Building with citrus trees  

across the track from the Peerless Flour Mill 

Climbing the stair from 

the park behind  

East Guildford 
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VALENTINE 

Northern 3759 pauses at Needles 

AD60 Garrat hauls . . . 

...a variety of freight 
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EM1 crossing trestle 
bridge 

Freight Australia BL28 and Australia National 
G521 crossing the doubletrack truss. 

Two NSW 48 class, the lead loco in bicentenial livery, 
idle in a siding. 

 


