
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 14th July 2021 
 
Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 
 
Last Friday we received guidance on what the re- opening of schools might look like in 
September.  This was a detailed document that will lead to an extensive risk assessment, as 
we have followed this year. I wanted to write, however, to give the key changes that will 
occur and why to help you in your own conversations at home.    
 
I think it is fair to say this last year has been a difficult one for schools – pupils have been 
unable to mix as they would have done, some aspects of the curriculum have had to be 
curtailed for pupil safety and the relentless focus (quite rightly) on hygiene and pupil safety 
has meant a very different school experience for many.  This has been positive for us as a 
school – we have had no in-school transmission of COVID, so we know our systems have 
been strong.  
 
However, this pattern of working and learning is not sustainable long-term.  There is an 
inevitable impact on pupil wellbeing and teaching and learning in spite of all our efforts.  
Therefore, in line with Government guidance, some changes will occur in September: 
 
Pupil ‘bubbles’ will be removed 
This means that pupils will not be restricted to certain areas for teaching.  Pupils will go to 
the rooms that are designed for the subjects – this will mean better access to a more 
comprehensive curriculum.  Pupils will still be expected to maintain distance from pupils in 
other year groups as they walk around school and at breaks and lunch.  Pupils will be 
encouraged to stay apart from other year groups during free time.  
This will mean a more normal school experience for young people in September, whilst 
continuing to support good hygiene practices. 
Masks 
Masks will only need to be worn on two occasions.  If a pupil travels on a school bus they 
must continue to wear one.  If pupils are also queuing in the canteen with pupils from 
another year group (this will only effect breakfast and break), then they must also wear a 
mask.  Masks in class or outside are no longer needed.  It is important that pupils continue 
to comply with us on this issue. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
LFT testing 
You will already have received a letter and permission slip regarding this.  Regular LFT 
testing using the packs will help identify cases prior to pupils coming to school.  I would ask 
that you try and sign up for this (it is voluntary) as it will help us try to maintain some 
normality going forward.  
 
End of the school day 
The staggered finishes we have been using this year will now cease.  Pupils (bar Year 7 in 
September) will leave the normal time and together.  Again, pupils will be encouraged to 
maintain a sensible distance from other year groups as they leave. 
 
All our decisions have been made using the guidance produced by Welsh Government, 
which itself is based on the most up to date medical information.  
 
We will continue to support young people and families going forward as we try to approach 
some form of normality.  Those young people with Additional Learning Needs will continue 
to be supported and protected and our COVID trained staff will help pupils and families.  
Our skilled school counsellors will continue to offer wellbeing and mental health support 
and a pastoral system will offer its usual support and challenge to young people.  
 
COVID, I am sure, will be with us for some time and the systems I have outlined can return 
to more stringent measures if they are needed in the future.  However, I think this is a 
sensible approach that helps pupils, their families and the school as a whole.  I hope you 
understand our thinking and can support these new procedures – it is with your support we 
have kept pupils safe so far and it is with your support we can return to something that 
better helps pupils long-term. 
 
I thank you in anticipation of your support and goodwill with these new measures. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Huw Powell 
Headteacher  


