
 

 

Friday 11th December 2020 
 
Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s) 
 
The situation regarding isolation and Government policy has been a very fluid one of late.  Recently, 
we have had a run of cases – very few in number but enough to effect year groups as a whole; this is 
not something we would want but it seems to be the case all over Cardiff and Wales as a whole. 
 
Yesterday, we were informed that next week (w/c December 14th) would be home learning for all 
pupils.  Those pupils who might have returned from isolation should now remain at home; those 
in school currently should not return.   
 
This is I feel a sensible response to the situation and one that clearly follows health and safety 
guidance.  I appreciate this will pose issues at home regarding child care – I hope, however, you 
understand that this is part of wider measures to try and ensure the pandemic does not impact on 
our families and the Christmas celebrations.  
 
Isolating year groups 
Any isolation periods must still be adhered to into next week.  Year 11 and 7 must isolate until 
Sunday, Year 9 until Monday and Year 10 until Tuesday.  This follows the new 10 day isolation that 
came out this week.  Following this, it is the best interests of your children and your families that 
young people do not mix and are not out in the community where there is a high risk of contagion 
and transmission.  
 
In addition to this you may have seen in the news that the Self-Isolation Support Payments in Wales 
are to be extended to parents or carers of children who have been told to self-isolate.  This will not 
be able to be used by parents with those currently isolating because the year groups it can apply to 
is limited or the isolation period finishes before Monday.  It may be useful, however, for any future 
isolation periods. 
 
The basic eligibility criteria remains the same as the current scheme:  

• Employed or self-employed and on a low income  
• Losing money as a result of having to stay at home 
• Unable to work from home 

 
Please note: 

• The child must have been told to self-isolate by TTP or as a result of an outbreak in school 
i.e. not through parent choice, or schools closing early for Christmas. 

• The child attends a school or childcare setting up to and including Year 8 (or up to age 25 if 
the learner has multiple and complex needs) 

 
How to apply 



 

 

• Applications for this change will be accepted from Monday 14th December 
• Applications may be backdated where a child has been asked to start to self-isolate from 23rd 

October 2020 onwards 
 
Parents should visit the online application www.cardiff.gov.uk/selfisolationpayment or the Advice 
Line on 029 2087 1071 from Monday 14th December.   
 
Home Learning 
Next week is not additional holiday time – pupils must be engaged in home learning.  Like all schools, 
we have concerns about pupils not fully engaging and the effect this is having on their learning.  
Pupils must access learning via Classcharts; some pupils in year 11 will be also be having a live-
learning trial next week.  Please ask your children about their learning and use your own log-in to 
classcharts to check their progress (you can access via the website too – there are guides there for 
using Classcharts and for home learning).  This working should continue until Friday 18th December. 
 
If there are issues around access to laptops or internet access, please contact us as a matter of 
urgency as we will be able to help you – admin@maryimmaculate.cardiff.sch.uk  
School will be open next week and staff will be able to help you with any requests.  Form tutors and 
Heads of Year may also call next week as part of our support for your child’s wellbeing. 
 
Year 8 
Please be aware that there will be an online parents evening for Year 8 on January 14th from 3.30-
6pm.  An online invitation will come out next week – the log in is very easy with no password needed 
– you just add your name and your child’s date of birth and you can choose a 5 minute appointment 
time.  All those who attend are entered into a draw to win a £50 Amazon voucher. 
 
This parents Evening is especially important as GCSE option choices for year 8 also continue into next 
term.     We are planning on holding a webcast for parents to access on Thursday 7th January. This 
will give parents an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the process, submit any questions 
they may have and watch an options video which will highlight the key aspects of the courses on 
offer. Further details will follow. If you have any questions please contact Mrs Wilson.  
 
School will re-open Monday January 4th.  I wish all of you and your families a happy and holy 
Christmas; please take care of yourselves and each other at this time. 
 

 
 
Huw James Powell 
Headteacher  
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