
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 25th November 2020 
 
Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
Re:  GCSEs and other assessments 
 
 
You will have no doubt heard the Education Minister’s statement two weeks ago concerning GCSEs 
and the removal of formal examinations.  I wanted to write to you to highlight what this will mean 
for pupils and what our expectations will be for them and the support we may need from you. 
 
Whilst it is true that some (currently not all) examinations are cancelled, this does not mean that 
there is no assessment and it also does not mean that our expectations on what pupils must 
complete have changed.  In many ways this is more difficult for pupils – whereas they may have had 
three weeks of exams in May, now assessments of equivalent strength need to be completed 
throughout the year.   Every school test, mock exam or piece of coursework can now take on the 
same importance as any final exam. 
 
Over the course of the year, teachers will be setting exams and tests – these (along with any external 
tests that are proposed and of course coursework) will then be used to define the grade a pupil will 
get.  Teachers do not have flexibility with this – if pupils underachieve, do not complete work or 
underperform in tests it will mean the same as if they acted that way in the summer exam season.  
This will then have huge impacts on College courses, apprenticeships and all aspects of their future 
education. 
 
I thought it might be useful to outline what we feel is the best path for pupils going forward and how 
you can help them do well: 
 
 

1. Attendance is key 
 

If pupils in Year 11 are absent without good reason, they will miss assessments, coursework and 
exams.  This will no longer be something they may catch up on in May – its impact will be felt almost 
directly in the results they receive.  This is especially the case with coursework – this almost 
exclusively must be done on site and will form a large part of any grades awarded. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

2. Regular pattern of effort 
 
Performing consistently well in tests and exams is important – this will help the teachers compile a 
body of evidence to support a positive grade.  Putting the effort into ongoing tests they might have 
applied to a final exam is so important here because these are what will be used to create their final 
grade.  Poor effort with these will mean not doing well at GCSE.  Not every test will be used – 
teachers will highlight where pieces of work will be used to help them decide. 
 

3. The importance of coursework 
 
In many subjects, some percentage of the overall grade is based upon coursework – this may be 
practical or written or spoken.  Making sure their grades in coursework are strong will help pupils 
gain their best GCSE grade 
 
 
All of this work begins now.  Our homework bus runs three times a week – Tuesdays and Thursdays 
are dedicated to finishing coursework and Wednesday is a day they can remain to catch up with 
work in a quiet space.   Pupils must take advantage of these opportunities. 
 
Teachers will not award grades without there being sufficient and strong evidence of success and 
hard work.  Even with the centre awarded grades last year, some pupils still failed to achieve passing 
grades as they felt they had not worked hard enough or attended regularly enough. 
 
There will be regular progress updates (there will be a new online year 11 Parents Evening on 
December 10th – information is enclosed). Pupils can and will fail if they do not commit to their 
studies urgently.  Please support us in any way you can – your child’s future depends on the 
partnership we have and the work they do over the next few months. 
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
Huw Powell 
Headteacher  
 


