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Headteacher’s Welcome
It is of course in very different circumstances that I
write to you to introduce you to our school.  The last
few months have been unsettling for everyone.
These are unusual times.

In spite of this, as parents you have a very important
decision ahead of you – choosing the right secondary
school is such an important step for your son or
daughter.  There may be difficulties around visiting and
getting to know a school but there are still many
indicators that will help you going  forward.

First of all, as a school we are always very oversub-
scribed – parents have trusted us with their children

year after year and it is a responsibility we take very seriously.  We are a small school where we know
our pupils well.

Secondly, the progress the young people make here is extraordinary.  We have been above any modelled
outcomes for many years and most pupils progress in the top 10% or 5% in the UK.  Staff go over and
above to help pupils achieve and it shows in our outcomes.

Thirdly, we support and care for our young people. Our support systems have been recognised by parents
and external bodies for many years. Estyn have called our pastoral support excellent – they were here
again in January 2020 and once again recognized our strengths and asked us to contribute to Estyn’s work
on wellbeing.

This year, we are using Social Media to help you understand why pupils love our school and why
parents trust us to do a great job.  Please engage with us so we can appreciate your views. Your
questions and ideas mean we can continue to be an excellent school.  Please note that systems and
routines enclosed in this supplement may refer to pre-COVID practices.  We will of course return to
these as soon as possible.

In the meantime, I wish you every success with this challenging decision; I know Mary Immaculate will
challenge and support your son or daughter to be the best they can be.

Huw James Powell

Headteacher
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Mission & Core Purpose
Mary Immaculate is a faith school which seeks to promote Christian values to the young people in our
care. While priority of places is allocated to Catholic families, the school is open to families of any faith
and those of no faith.

“Our mission is to be a Catholic School which promotes positive relationships
founded on the gospel values of respect, care, compassion and love. We firmly

believe that each individual can discover, develop and achieve their full potential
to take their place in our ever-changing world”.

Our core purpose is to “achieve the best for all”. This philosophy  is at the heart of everything we aspire
to do for each member of our community.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND WORSHIP

Our Mission and Purpose highlights the importance of
each child being able to develop in their own life
journey. As a faith school, Religious Education is
enhanced by the following:

Daily Act of Worship

Whenever pupils meet, be it with their Tutor group or
in an assembly, it begins with a prayer. We also
gather for liturgies and Mass at times throughout the year as well as provide opportunities for
reconciliation.

Religious Education Teaching

Religion is a core subject at Mary Immaculate. Pupils gain levels, linked to Diocesan levels at the end of
Key Stage 3 (Year 8), while in upper school, all pupils undertake a GCSE in Religious Studies.

Chaplaincy

The school is fortunate to have our own School Chaplain, Tony Mills, who serves our school. He
supports pupils and staff in organising liturgies and services, charity work and can offer a friendly word
of support to any pupil in need.

We are also very fortunate that our Deanery priests spend as much time in school as possible and are
available to speak to young people and adults when required.
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Welcome to our school
Thank you for expressing an interest in joining Mary Immaculate High School.  This prospectus
supplement is designed to complement the main school prospectus and provide as much as you
need to know about our exciting and unique community.

In 2020, Mary Immaculate High School achieved excellent GCSE results. Some of the headline figures
include

• 94% of pupils achieved at least one or more GCSEs at A* - C

• Pupil Progress was in the top 5% nationally

• Nearly 60% of pupils gained 5 GCSEs with English and Maths

• Nearly 16% gained 5 A*-A grades

Some of the headline results in subjects include English Literature at 76%, RE at 72%, Geography at 87%
Welsh at 69% and Numeracy at 60%. Pupils make astonishing progress in their time here at Mary
Immaculate – they perform in the top 5% in the UK, with some departments achieving results in the top
1% in the entire country.

We are delighted to continue to make such significant improvements, but we know there is more to be
done. We can assure prospective parents that we will not rest until our results are not just one of the
best in Cardiff, but one of the best in the entire UK.

Our School

Mary Immaculate High School originally opened its doors in 1987 following the reorganisation of
Catholic Education. Prior to this the school was named Archbishop Mostyn which had existed since
1963. The school provides comprehensive education in Cardiff West, for boys and girls aged 11 – 16.

The catchment area is large and while the majority of our pupils join us from one of four designated
primary schools (St Cuthbert’s, St Francis, St Mary’s and St Patrick’s) the school welcomes children from
over 19 different primaries in the local area.

Size of the School

Mary Immaculate is a small, high achieving and popular comprehensive with 800 pupils on roll, with
approximately equal numbers of boys and girls. The size of the school gives the pupils many advantages;
they are known by the staff and their fellow pupils, they do not feel overwhelmed, they are all able to
contribute to school life, and they are able to flourish.
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Admissions
Introduction
This policy refers to the admissions in September 2021 to Mary Immaculate High School. The governing
body has full responsibility for admissions to the school. In accordance with the provisions of the
Government of Maintained Schools (Wales) Regulations 2005, the governing body has delegated
responsibility for determining admissions to its ‘Admissions Committee’.

Only the governing body may admit places to the school and no representation made by any person
Including a governor, staff member, clergy or anyone elected to or employed by the local authority can
be regarded as an indication or offer of place. Only a written offer from the governing body may be
regarded as acceptance of an application to the school. The School Standards and Framework Act 1998
(as amended by the Education Act 2002) gives parents the right to express a preference as to which
school their child attends.

About our School
Mary Immaculate High School is a voluntary aided Catholic school which operates within the overall
provision of the Archdiocese of Cardiff. The school fully respects the beliefs of parents and children from
all religious backgrounds and, of course, those with no religious background. The Governors do ask that
any parents applying for places for their children will support the ethos and character of the school. This
ethos is Catholic in nature but these values are commonly shared with any world faith and are human
values such as ‘care, compassion and forgiveness of others’. As a result, students at Mary Immaculate
are taught respect and tolerance for others, and there is provision through the religious  education
programme which explores world faiths.

Catchment
Mary Immaculate High School was established to serve Catholic and non-Catholic community in the West
of Cardiff.  The school offers a secondary education to children drawn from its Catholic family of schools,
and these children normally reside within the parish boundaries as outlined below.

Designated Catholic Primary School
St Cuthbert’s
St Francis
St Mary’s
St Patrick’s

Note
The order in which designated schools appear has no significance.

This year you will be able to apply online to join our community – please see the link on Social Media.
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Oversubscription

Oversubscription  Criteria
All applications must be completed using the school’s application form.  Completed forms should be
returned directly to Mary Immaculate ‘Admissions Committee’.  The admission number is 159.  Places
will be allocated up to the school’s admission number without the application of any conditions.  In the
event of oversubscription, i.e. the number of applications exceeds the admissions number, then the
following oversubscription criteria, listed in order of priority, will be used:

1. Those children who are (or have been) designated ‘Looked After’;
2. Baptised Catholic children who attend one of our designated Catholic primary schools;
3. Baptised Catholic children who do not attend one of our designated Catholic primary schools but
 have a sibling at Mary Immaculate;
4. Baptised Catholic children who do not attend one of our designated Catholic primary schools;
5. Other children who attend one of our designated Catholic primary schools;
6. Non-Catholic children who do not attend one of our designated Catholic primary schools, but
 who have a sibling at Mary Immaculate;
7. Children of a Christian denomination, other than Catholic, usually applying to Protestant or
 Orthodox traditions, who wish to receive a faith education at Mary Immaculate;
8. Children of a religious tradition, defined as a world religion other than Christian, who wish to
 receive a faith education at Mary Immaculate; and
9. Any other children who wish to receive a faith education at Mary Immaculate.

Notes
1. ‘Catholic’ children are those baptised members of the Catholic Church.  Evidence of baptism will

 be required.  In the event of this request, the parish priest where a child was baptised, will be
 able to provide certification.  This certificate will be required.

2. A ‘sibling’ is defined as a biological brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or
 sister, step-brother or sister or foster children who live at the same address and who will still be
 on the school register at the time of admission. In the case of multiple birth children, the
 Governing Body will seek to ensure that all children are admitted to avoid family separation.

3. Applications from children of other Christian denominations and/or religious traditions will be
 required to provide evidence, such as a supporting letter from a minister or Imam.

4. In the event of a tie-breaker, i.e. where there are more applications from children with a criterion
 than the available capacity, and the evidence requirements have been met, priority will be given
 to those children who reside closest to the school (defined as “closest walking distance from
 where the child resides” as verified by Primary School and Cardiff Local Authority School
Transport  Department).

5. Children with an SEN Statement that clearly designates Mary Immaculate will be admitted.
6. It is important that information is correct and accurate at the time of application. If there are

 changes in circumstances that occur between the application process and the admission decision,
 these will only be considered on an individual basis.  Further evidence and explanations may be
 required.

Late Applications
Late applications will be looked at after the applications received by the closing date have been
considered. If the number of offers has reached the admission number in the first round, then all
late applications will be considered and placed on the waiting list until the end of September, after
which applications would have to be renewed.
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Procedures & Appeals
Further Procedures
1 The decision to offer a place to an applicant is entirely that of the governing body admissions

panel (subject to appeal). The deadlines for the determination and communication of admissions
have been decided after consultation with the Local Authority, and in accordance with Welsh
Government guidelines. The dates for 2020/21 are:

2 Application must be submitted in writing, signed by a parent/carer on the application forms which
 can be obtained from the school or the Headteacher of a designated Catholic primary school.
 Applicants must express a preference in accordance with the law and will therefore have to
 complete two application forms - an LA form (for other schools) and a green Catholic schools form
 for Mary Immaculate.

3 Completed application forms must be received by the school on or before the specified date.  All
applications should be returned to Mary Immaculate directly by the closure date.

4 Information must be correct and accurate. Failure to produce relevant documentation (e.g.
Baptism certificates) may mean a place is withdrawn.

5 Applicants will be notified in writing by the governors as soon as possible after the determination
of their application. In the event of an application for admission being refused, the parent/carer
has a right to exercise their right of appeal.

Appeals Procedure
1. A form of appeal, which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Governors, must be completed and

received by the school 14 days after the notification of refusal;

2. An independent appeals panel will be convened as soon as it is practicable to determine the
appeal;

3. The Appeals Panel will comprise of three persons in accordance with Welsh Assembly Government
(WAG) requirements.  Their independent decision will be binding on both the governors of the
school and the appellant;

4. The Appeals Panel will be provided with all previous correspondence, but the appellant may also
attend the hearing and speak to the panel in person;

5. The appellant will generally be given at least 14 days’ notice of the Appeals Hearing.

6. An applicant’s name will remain on the waiting list notwithstanding an appeal.

Closing date for receipt of applications Monday 23rd November 2020

Notification of results to Local Authority Monday 1st February 2021

Notification of result of application to parent Monday 1st March 2021

Closing date for acceptance or rejection by parent Monday 15th March 2021

Closing date for receipt of statutory appeals Monday 15th March 2021

Appeal hearings TBA
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Curriculum
Key Stage 3 (Years 7 – 8)

At Mary Immaculate, all pupils study Religious Education and those subjects that make up the National
Curriculum. Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups initially, which are based on their tutor groups. All
pupils are set in Mathematics. In Year 7, most pupils begin a modern foreign
language which they will continue to study for five years.

Pupils study English and Maths for ten periods across the two week cycle to
ensure their skills in these areas are maintained at a high level. Pupils in Key
Stage 3, also have separate and bespoke Literacy and Numeracy lessons to
help them access the wider curriculum.

Key Stage 4 (Years 9 – 11)

The curriculum in Key Stage 3 provides a sound foundation for the courses that pupils study in Key
Stage 4. In addition, pupils have the opportunity to study some new subjects. Most pupils study for 10
GCSEs, with English and Maths on most days for pupils. We also offer enrichment courses to develop
higher learning skills or additional subjects.

More Able and Talented

So many of our pupils are gifted in particular ways and we aim to help them develop their talents to the
full. All departments are required to identify More Able and Talented pupils and are expected to make
provision for them. For example, all departments are expected to differentiate their curriculum for the
most able and to plan activities to ensure that pupils are stimulated and structured in their subject area.
We are a Standards group school because of the support we offer to the more able. We will supplement
what we offer this year with an ongoing Summer School for the more able and talented as well as
on-going development work for those in our feeder primaries for years 5 and 6.

Provision for Additional Learning  Needs

Our core purpose is to “achieve the best for all”, including children with
Additional Learning Needs. Our policy is to integrate them into both
our mainstream classroom activities and our extra- curricular
programme, so they experience a broad and balanced curriculum. The
support we offer is considered some of the best in Cardiff.

Pupils requiring support are usually identified when they are at primary
school but others emerge from the literacy and numeracy screening that is used to assess pupils during
their first term at Mary Immaculate.

Individual arrangements are made for pupils to reflect their
learning needs. Most receive support within the classroom from a
Learning Support Assistant. A few individuals will be withdrawn
from some lessons and provided with individual or small group
teaching from a specialist teacher to help raise their standards of
literacy/ numeracy/ social integration.
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Rewards & Sanctions
Rewards

We have clear expectations about
pupils’ work levels and behaviour,
and these are communicated to
them. Pupils at Mary Immaculate
are rewarded for being Ambitious,
Creative, Resilient, Healthy,
Confident, Ethical and Enterprising
throughout the school; this is also
known collectively as BALANCE.

We operate a nomination system of
rewards, which are issued by staff for pupils. Each nomination enters a pupil into a draw and also earns
points for their respective house; pupils can access this information via Class Charts. As part of the
introduction of Class Charts, pupils will be able to access rewards from an online rewards shop after a
certain number of BALANCE points are achieved.

At the end of each term the top 20 pupils from each year group enter the draw to win individual prizes.
This positive reinforcement ensures that our ethos is clear to all, with hard work and an effective
approach to learning being seen to be the norm.

Discipline

Mary Immaculate is a place of high standards where care of and consideration for one’s fellow pupils
should be manifest at all times. Our approach aims to develop self-discipline and a proper respect for
authority among our pupils. On occasions, despite the school’s considerable support and guidance, a
progressive programme of sanctions will be applied, including additional work, community tasks,
detentions, internal or external exclusions. Formal detentions are recorded and a day’s written notice is
always given to parents. When there are causes for concern, parents are informed and their views and
help are sought. In very rare cases, a pupil may have to be temporarily or permanently excluded.

Bullying

Our aim here is simple and clear. Mary Immaculate operates a ‘zero tolerance’ to
any forms of bullying. The school’s ethos aims to recognise and maintain each pupil’s
right to thrive in a bully-free environment, a right to be happy and valued at School.
Any behaviour which constitutes bullying, is in direct conflict with our Mission
Statement and is therefore unacceptable at Mary Immaculate.

Our ethos emphasises caring for the individual and building relationships, and these
factors, together with the fact that we are a small school, means that bullying
incidents are rare, and are dealt with swiftly

Isolation
The school has a firm and robust, staged behavioural policy, the final school based
sanction of which is an Isolation Room. Here the pupil’s complete classwork until an interview has been
conducted between their parent or guardian and the pupil’s respective head of year. An outcome of this
meeting will be a behavioural support programme which supports the pupil as they return to mainstream
school and lessons.
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Pastoral Care & the Bridge
Mary Immaculate enjoys a deserved reputation for providing an extremely high level of pastoral care, as
recognised by both Estyn and the Local Authority, sector leading in many areas. A visit by Estyn once
again secured this reputation in January 2020.

This approach is rooted in the belief that every child is unique and we aim to provide a caring and kind
environment where every child feels safe and valued. This enables pupils to thrive, be successful and
‘happy’.

Tutor Groups

The School population is divided into year groups, of which there are up to six tutor
groups per year. There is a pastoral raising standards leader (PRSL) for each Key
Stage, and head and assistant heads of year who have overall responsibility for the
all-round development of pupils within the age group. Form tutors have daily
contact with members of their tutor group and, together with the pastoral raising
standards leader and Heads of Year, monitor progress and achievement, offer
praise, advice and encouragement.

The Bridge

The Bridge is there to support all our pupils in their development. It
covers a wide range of issues from emotional support to resilience,
confidence building to social skills. It has received sector leading
practice status from Estyn and has been a beacon of excellence and
good practice to other schools. It is a place where pupils can go to
receive structured support and advice and also feel free to drop in
before school and at break and lunchtimes. It is part of the pastoral
support system that permeates through and supports all that we do
in Mary Immaculate. If you have a concern or worry about any
aspect of your child’s school life, do not hesitate to contact us. We
are here to help and support.

Houses

All pupils at Mary Immaculate are members of a House, which is also the pupils form group. Pupils will
represent their house in whole school competitions, including sports day and the Eisteddfod. They can
also gain BALANCE points for their house for doing excellent work or showing a positive attitude towards
school life or even achieving learner of the month.

BALANCE points will transfer into points for your house. Individual high point scorers will be rewarded,
as will the house with the highest number of points at the end of the school year. Our house names are
inspired by key Christian figures, and the houses are: St. John Paul II, Martin Luther King, St. Teresa of
Calcutta, Blessed Chiara Badano, St. Maximillian Kolbe and St. Oscar Romero.

Martin Luther
King

St John Paul
ll

St Mother
Teresa

St Oscar
Romero

St Maximillian
Kolbe

Blessed Chiara
Badano



Literacy, Numeracy & DCF
Literacy & Numeracy

Literacy and numeracy skills are absolutely essential in order for young people to reach their potential
whether they are planning to enter further or higher education or the employment market. Having
recognised this the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) was launched in January 2013.

The LNF sets out the Literacy and Numeracy skills that pupils of certain ages are expected to be
confident with. At Mary Immaculate, we embed elements of literacy and numeracy across the
curriculum to ensure that pupils practise using these skills in a variety of different contexts.

In addition to this, we utilise Literacy and Numeracy leaders during
registration time to focus on developing reasoning skills to stretch and
challenge more able pupils. We also have various intervention programmes in
place for literacy and numeracy to support pupils in developing and extending
their skills. At the end of the year reports are issued to parents that will
discuss their child’s progress in literacy and numeracy across the curriculum.

DCF - Digital Competence Framework

Digital competence is one of 3 cross-curricular responsibilities, alongside Literacy and Numeracy. It
focuses on developing digital skills which can be applied to a wide range of subjects and scenarios. Your
child will now be assessed on their Digital Skill set and will focus on improving these skills in all of their
subjects. It will focus on developing digital skills which can be applied to a wide range of subjects that
are transferable to the world of work.

The Framework, has 4 strands of equal importance, each with a number of elements. The elements are;

1. Citizenship

2. Interacting and Collaborating

3. Producing

4. Data and Computational Thinking

Digital competence is the set of skills, knowledge and attitudes that enable the confident, creative and
critical use of technologies and systems. It is essential for learners if they are to be informed, capable
And have the potential to be successful in today’s society. Parents can access support with reference to
e-safety and how best to support their children through the school website via Information and
selecting E-Learning & Digital Competence.
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E-Learning
Class Charts App

We use innovative technologies to help enhance the learning experience for our pupils at Mary
Immaculate High School. To help pupils keep track of their progress in school, they can download the
Class Charts App. Once logged in, pupils will be able to see up to date information on the following key
areas of their learning:

Behaviour

Pupils will be able to see positive and negative behaviours reported by their teachers. They can keep
track of their progress over the term and be reminded of any detentions that have been set by their
teachers.

The Class Charts App can be downloaded from the IOS store and Google Playstore. The QR codes below
will take you directly to the app.

Download for Android
Devices

Download for iOS
Devices

Homework

Homework is an important part of learning at Mary Immaculate High School and pupils can expect to
receive homework regularly from their teachers.

Homework tasks can be accessed via the Class Charts App or by using this web address:

 “https://www.classcharts.com/homework/calendar/Mary- Immaculate-High-School “

There is also a link to this on our school website. Pupils will be provided with the learning resources
needed for each homework, and a guide to how long they should spend on each piece of work. Pupils will
not have a planner.

Rewards

Each time a pupil receives a positive referral
from a member of staff they will be
awarded balance points. Pupils can keep
track of their balance points through the
Class Charts App and use it to access our
rewards store. Pupils  can use their balance
points to select rewards that they can then
collect in school.



Successful Pupils
BALANCE

As a school we, have extremely high expectations of our learners and strive for them to make progress
and reach success. We want our pupils to experience a broad, engaging curriculum that allows them to
develop many characteristics; we are passionate in developing the whole pupil.

As a school, we have worked closely with pupils to highlight the key expectations we have, in order for
them to be successful at Mary Immaculate. Pupils within the school felt that they needed to have a
variety of attributes to enjoy school and maximise their time with us and, as a result, coined the term.

“To be a success at Mary Immaculate High School you need BALANCE”

Each letter of BALANCE forms another word which we feel are key attributes for our young people. We
are confident that pupils within Mary Immaculate are given opportunities to develop these
characteristics across their educational curriculum and the wide range of school activities available. For
example, pupils are encouraged to be Healthy in Maths, when looking at developing their
understanding of managing money. Whilst all subjects promote pupils to use their God given talents,
gifts and qualities to achieve the best they can in order to be ambitious. Additionally, pupils are
encouraged to be Creative within Art, Music and Drama but also in Humanities when using digital skills
to demonstrate understanding of geographical processes and historical events.

This simple word and its associated features are a guideline for pupils to adopt in order to allow them to
be successful but also enjoy their time at Mary Immaculate. Pupils are encouraged to develop all
features and are rewarded for doing so through BALANCE points; pupils aim to achieve points for each
characteristic and not just one area. This allows pupils to become resilient and independent and best
prepares them for the future. Also, BALANCE represents the core purposes of the school and our pupils’
daily experiences. The school's teaching, spiritual and pastoral provisions are entwined within these
purposes, and unite to develop the whole pupil, in order for them to be successful now and in the
future.
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