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As Headteacher, I am delighted to introduce you to Mary Immaculate High School
and hope that our prospectus gives you a flavour of our school’s Catholic and 

inclusive ethos and what we can offer your son or daughter. 

Choosing the right school for the five years of secondary education
is a very important decision. The information contained in our prospectus will

provide many of the answers to your questions, but I would also encourage you
to visit the school on our Open Evening, when you can meet and talk to the
staff and current students. This will give you a real flavour of the atmosphere
in school, along with a chance to see our excellent resources and facilities. 

You are also welcome to visit the school on an ordinary school day, when
we can arrange for you to be taken around and see the school in action.  

If you wish to do this, please telephone to make an appointment via the school office.

First impressions are always very important. I believe that when you visit our
school, you will be struck by the really positive relationships between our staff

and pupils. This is a friendly school where pupils thrive and be the best they can be. 

The School’s Inspectorate in Wales (Estyn 2015) commented that
“The headteacher and the senior leadership team communicate an extremely

clear vision of excellence for the school that has, at its heart, the maximum
achievement of all learners and their spiritual and moral development”. 

From the Headteacher - Mr Huw Powell
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Our Community
Ours is a relatively small secondary school which helps us to build strong 
relationships and to get to know each student as an individual, creating a 
family-like atmosphere. There is an outstanding pastoral care system in place, 
which Estyn praised. Pupils can be offered bespoke support and the school 
works with a wide array of external agencies.

As you will see from the data included in this prospectus, Mary Immaculate 
High School is a high achieving school. The progress young people make is 
excellent, not only for the more able students but for every child, including 
those who have learning difficulties or special needs. The staff work 
exceptionally hard to try to get the best possible results for every pupil.

Central to the smooth running of a school are high standards of discipline.
We believe that good behaviour and respect are essential and we work hard
to maintain high standards, expecting and receiving support from parents. 

The school is proud of its rich extended schools programme with numerous 
clubs and activities available each day for an hour after school, with an
additional late bus for those who wish to stay. We encourage all of our 
students to take part in at least one of these. 

“The development of pupils’ social and life skills is 
good. They show respect for staff and visitors and 

show concern and care for their peers.
They co-operate very successfully in groups and 

many pupils have the necessary motivation and skills 
to move on to the next stage in their life or work”

Estyn Inspection (2015)



www.maryimmaculate.org.uk

School Life
Our standards are very high and we seek excellence in every area of school 
life. We recognise and celebrate achievement, in addition to acknowledging 
our pupils’ numerous talents.

Our school buildings are superb. We have specialist suites and equipment for 
every subject area. All classrooms have interactive technology and staff
expertise means this is used to maximise pupil learning.

To be successful at school, children need to be happy, taught by outstanding 
teachers and motivated to achieve. We believe children thrive in a secure and 
challenging setting where they are treated with care and respect, where there 
are lots of opportunities for personal, spiritual and moral development and 
where pupils have the chance to take responsibility for their own learning.

Through homework, pupils are encouraged to be independent learners.
Statistics show that homework is a key part of success in exams. It is
compulsory for all pupils to complete all homework and the work set is
appropriate and challenging.

“Pupils receive an outstanding level of support at the 
school, which has had a significant impact on their 

social development and outcomes”
Estyn Inspection (2015)



Year 8 pupil

“Mary Immaculate is a school which is brilliant at
motivating you and helping you to achieve the best you can”
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Learning
Our curriculum is designed to promote learning by all pupils appropriate to 
their ability and their interests, and one that prepares them to take the next 
steps beyond school. There is a strong focus on delivering the core curriculum 
effectively throughout the school with all pupils studying English, Maths, 
Science, Religious Education (RE), Welsh and Physical Education (PE) at both 
KS3 and KS4. In addition, all students will study the following subjects at KS3: 
Art, Geography, History, ICT, Music, Drama, and Modern Foreign Languages 
(French), Design and Food Technology.

As pupils move into Y10, the range of subjects is considerably expanded so
that they can choose from a wide range of options, including a full range of
standard GCSE courses as well as others such as Media, Health and Social 
Care, Business Studies and Computer Science. At this stage, the core
curriculum also expands to include the Welsh Baccalaureate.

Our setting arrangements are generated by the varying needs of different 
subject areas at different stages. We both set and put pupils in mixed ability 
groups, the focus always being what will help them gain the best outcomes.

We enable and encourage pupils to reflect on their learning, improve their 
practice through overcoming barriers and solving problems, building resilience 
and developing both their independence and their ability to work with others. 
Teachers will assess pupils’ progress regularly and carefully, and will set work 
designed to create the correct level of challenge for each individual student. 
We are always seeking ways to improve through innovation in learning and 
teaching; we also support other schools in their approach to developing good 
learning. It is through these practices that we aim to achieve the best for all. “Positive working relationships between teachers and pupils help

to foster a calm and purposeful learning environment”
Estyn Inspection (2015)
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Enrichment
As well as a focus on excellence in academic success, we place great emphasis 
on the need for pupils to reflect on their work and futures and enjoy
themselves. Pupils are encouraged to further develop their talents and social 
skills by taking part in the many extra-curricular activities available.

At Mary Immaculate, we provide opportunities for pupils to take part in a wide 
variety of sports and exercise, including rugby, football, basketball, athletics, 
gymnastics, netball and baseball. This encourages a lifelong interest in the 
benefits of staying fit and living a healthy lifestyle.

Music and Drama thrive with pupils gaining pleasure and success from taking 
part in various shows and festivals, as well as our annual school production. 
There are dozens of trips, visits and clubs, including events at the theatre, trips 
to Berlin and Disneyworld, Duke of Edinburgh, conferences for more able and 
talented pupils, Fairtrade, Eco-school and Chess clubs. There are also
opportunities to be involved in work in our local community.

We have a comprehensive House System in which every member of the
community, both staff and students participate. We also have an active School 
Council that has taken the lead in developing new resources and policies for 
the school. All of this ensures that each person is giving their best and helps 
achieve our educational mission.  

“Senior and middle leaders have 
extremely high aspirations for

all pupils and staff”
Estyn Inspection (2015)

Pupils undertaking Restoration project 
as part of Welsh Baccalaureate 

Community Challenge
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Pastoral Care
We believe that every pupil has individual and God given talents.
Our school is committed to seeking and identifying these and to provide 
opportunities for their growth and development.

We are committed to the care and success of each child in a way that is 
rooted in the gospel values of respect, care, compassion and love.
If students feel safe and happy they learn well. If they are taught well, 
they will achieve.

All pupils are placed in a form group led by a teacher. There are also 
Heads of Year and Heads of Key Stage to support and challenge young 
people as well as help parents with any school issues.

Our priority is always on what can help pupils gain the best outcomes 
here at Mary Immaculate in a supportive and friendly atmosphere.

The pastoral care at Mary Immaculate is highly regarded and is
considered by Estyn to be ‘Excellent’.
  

“The school promotes its Catholic ethos well and there 
are many opportunities to endorse pupils’ spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development through form tutor time, 
assemblies and the wider community”

Estyn Inspection (2015)

University Taster Session

School Choir taking part
in Festival of Flowers at

Cardiff Metropolitan Cathedral
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