
The Aspen Times 09/18/2013

All contents © Copyright 2006 The Aspen Times and aspentimes.com September 23, 2013 7:26 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


ON THE FLY
From page A2

Our float staff relishes the 
overcast days, early mornings 
and late evenings for the year’s 
best streamer fishing. Natural-
colored streamers often fish 
best, though at times light- and 
dark-colored patterns also can 
fish well with surprising results. 
Keep in mind when streamer 
fishing that more often than 
not, it’s not always about having 
the right fly as much as finding 
the right speed of retrievery. 
This can vary day to day; thus, 
experimenting with your re-
trieve often will pay off in huge 
dividends and big fish. This is 
fast-paced fishing and is not 
recommended for neophyte an-
glers, but good casters enjoy the 
challenge of putting large flies 
into tight spots.

Some incredibly large fish have 
been caught on the Fryingpan 
this week, including several fish 
in the 20- to 23-inch range. River 
flows recently dropped to around 
115 cubic feet per second, which 
makes the river much more ac-
cessible but also technical in the 
fact that light tippets and good 
drifts reward anglers. The past 
two weeks have yielded the year’s 
best hatches along the upper Fry-
ingpan. Get out there, and take 
advantage of the wonderful fish-
ing and breathtaking scenery.

“On the Fly” is provided weekly 
by the staff at Taylor Creek Fly 
Shop in Basalt.

Hemp industry still has leg. doubting

As communities throughout Colorado 
prepare for the advent of the recreational-
marijuana industry in 2014, one aspect of the 
constitutional amendment that enabled pot 
legalization in the state remains something 
of an unknown quantity — industrial hemp 
cultivation, manufacturing and sale.

In the wake of passage of Amendment 64 to 
the Colorado Constitution last year, the state 
Legislature has appointed a special advisory 
committee charged with coming up with a 
new registration process for hemp farmers in 
order to satisfy the requirements of the laws 
prompted by Amendment 64 as well as a set 
of federal guidelines about how Colorado can 
avoid running afoul of the federal prohibi-
tions against marijuana and hemp.

In addition, at least one farmer on the 
Eastern Plains, Ryan Loflin, of Springfield, 
reportedly has planted 60 acres of hemp in 
his family farm.

Stories in The Denver Post and The New 
York Times have highlighted Loflin’s action, 
noting that he wanted to get started despite 
the fact that Colorado has decreed that hemp 
farming cannot begin before mid-2014 and 
the federal government is maintaining its 
prohibition against the fibrous plant.

As of mid-September, it appeared that 
the nascent hemp industry still is some way 
from becoming a reality, and some question 
whether state officials, hemp advocates and 
others involved in the issue are going about it 
the correct way.

NO PLAN FOR HEMP
“There is no business plan,” declared hemp 

advocate Barbara Filippone, of Glenwood 
Springs, whose company has been in the 
industrial hemp business for decades. Filip-
pone, president, and her daughter, sales man-
ager Summer Star Haeske, run an interna-
tional business that provides hemp and other 
non-synthetic textiles to manufacturers.

“There is nothing in Colorado right now,” 
she said, “It’s all marijuana.”

Hemp comes from a type of marijuana 
plant but contains little to none of the psycho-
active ingredient THC that gets people high.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, hemp 
was a major industrial cash crop in the U.S., 
as it was and still is in other countries around 
the globe, and was 
used in the tex-
tile industry, for 
maritime ropes and 
other applications.

But when mari-
juana was made 
illegal in the 1930s, hemp was included in the 
new laws, and under President Richard Nixon 
was placed on the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration’s Controlled Substances Act list as a 
drug as dangerous as heroin.

Advocates for hemp legalization maintain 
that it is a useful source of fiber and seed oil, 
can replenish exhausted soil during cultiva-
tion and can be made into food, fuel, textiles 
and medicines.

Filippone has been in the natural-fiber 
business for years and last year won an agree-
ment from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture to provide hemp fibers to the Depart-
ment of Defense for various uses. She has to 
import her supplies of hemp because of the 
federal laws, but once the fiber is in the coun-
try, it can be used legally to make cloth and 

other textiles.
“The USDA told me to back off on hemp, 

and push other natural fibers that I deal in,” 
Filippone said, 

She said she still is trying to figure out 
exactly why the USDA is backing away from 
hemp when the agency seemed willing to ac-
commodate the use of hemp last year.

In the meantime, Filippone is working to 
get a business plan of her own together, out-
lining how the new industry could get started 
with imported fibers until Western Slope 
farmers can begin cultivating hemp.

For example, her plan suggests a need to 
“expand my current mini mill (in Colorado) 

where I produce 100 percent fiber blends 
of imported Chinese hemp yarn plied with 
U.S. alpaca or imported Mexico Agave fiber 
blended with alpaca.”

The expansion would cost $2.3 million, 
and the industrial operation could begin by 
producing socks out of the blended natural 
fibers, socks that she said currently are being 
manufactured in China because hemp is not 
illegal there.

“I would move all sock products currently 
made in China, to Colorado,” Filippone wrote 
in her business plan, maintaining that there 
is an ample work force in Colorado to take on 
the new business.

Beyond Filippone’s determination to 
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“
I would move all sock products currently made in 
China, to Colorado.” 

Barbara Filippone
EnviroTextiles owner
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“Awaken North America” 
Event

Saturday, September 21st 
9:00a.m.-11:30a.m. 

Cost: $10 
Aspen Meadows Resort 

** Doerr-Hosier Building, please arrive by 8:45a.m.** 

Facilitated by: Julia Desmond and Sandy Fuller

Online Registration Recommended, Limited Seating.
Link: https://aspensept21.eventbrite.com 

You are invited to come to the Aspen Meadows Resort in Aspen for the Fall 

Equinox and International Day of Peace ~ Meet and Meditate with the 

founder of Oneness University in India, Sri Bhagavan, via LIVE tele-cast  

He will speak about the Awakening of NAmerica and answer  

questions in this rare event

Receive hands-on Deeksha. Join  

thousands of like-minded individuals across N.America with the vision of 

PEACE and AWAKENING ~ www.AspenDeeksha.com ~ 970-948-4512
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JOHN COLSON/GLENWOOD SPRINGS POST INDEPENDENT

Barbara Filippone, left, and her daughter, Summer Star Haeske, are the owner and 
international sales manager of EnviroTextiles, a Glenwood Springs business that brokers 
hemp and other natural fibers to manufacturers. They plan to be part of a hemp industry 
in Colorado, where hemp was legalized as an industrial plant by voters in 2012. 

jump-start a Western Slope hemp industry, 
there are groups on the Front Range and 
beyond that have allied themselves with the 
same sort of effort.

Members of Hemp For America have 
lobbied Colorado’s two U.S. senators, Mark 
Udall and Michael Bennet, to become co-
sponsors of the Industrial Hemp Farming 
Act of 2013, introduced in the U.S. House 
by Reps. Thomas Massie R-Ky. and Kurt 

Schrader D-Ore. A companion bill has been 
introduced into the U.S. Senate by Sens. 
Ron Wyden D-Ore. and Rand Paul R-Ky.

The two bills, though not identical in 
language, would redefine industrial hemp 
and exclude it from the definition of 
marijuana in the federal Controlled Sub-
stances Act, according to a summary on 
govtrack.us, a website that tracks federal 
legislation.

HEMP
From page A8
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970.925.6063 | 117 S MONARCH, DOWNTOWN ASPEN | WILLITS TOWN CENTER, BASALT

independent. innovative. involved.

SKI IN/SKI OUT ON ASPEN MOUNTAIN
residences at the little nell combines slopeside location with 5-star 

service & amenities. a unique opportunity to purchase more than one 

ownership interest to virtually guarantee your favorite dates.

Four, six-week Interests currently available; each listed for $1,950,000

call listing broker, steven shane, for details at 970.948.6005
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